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ND may J,“ ſaid the Baroneſs, _ 
ee beg to be informed what has ſo 
ſuddenly occaſioned this alteration in your 
reſolutions, that have fo lately flactered us 
witha "_ continuance of your company - 
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2 THE ANCIENT HOUSE 


to forſake the ſociety I have hitherto pre- 
ferred to any other; but you will add one 
more to the numberleſs obligations I al. 
ready owe you, if you will excuſe my nam- 
ing them.“ 


The Baroneſs continued, though in vain, 
to entreat to be informed of what Lady 
Elinor was determined not to explain; and 
the Baron, perceiving ſhe was diſſatisfied, 
determined at once to clear the whole mat- 
ter. I cannot,” ſaid he, ** ſuffer you to 
depart, while you are impreſſed with a 
ſingle 1dea 1njurious to the ſentiments that 
you have long entertained of the Baroneſs, 
for that ſuſpicion is the occaſion of your de- 
parture, I am not ignorant, and I muſt ac- 
knowledge there has been but too much 
apparent reaſon for it; but the Baroneſs 
and myſelf, fearful of the conſequences, 
have mutually determined to entruſt you 
with the ſecret of our preſent 3 


8 conduct. 
cc The 


ox CLARENDON. MY 


« The perſon who, within theſe few days 
paſt, has given you, by his actions, ſuch 
cauſe of diſpleaſure, is now, and long has 
been, an inhabitant of the Caſtle. You 
look ſurprized, and well you may; 3 
at the ſame time too, Lady Elinor, I 
muſt „acknowledge we have paid but an 

ill compliment to the ſincere attachment 
you have long borne us, ( for 1 inſiſt on 
a ſhare) in having ſo long practiſed diſſi- 
mulation; but the perſon moſt particularly 
concerned, was too dear to my heart to ſuf- 
fer me to divulge the ſtory—a ſtory, good 
Heavens, what a ſtory ! one, alas, that is 
doomed to deſtroy every Happen wah. 
which the Gods have bleſſed me,” 


—— 


The Baron traverſed the room in great 
diſorder, and ſtrove, but 1 in vain, to hide 
the * tears. | 


* 


Lady Elinor would gladly have Sy 
herſelf from the recital of er. 
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rows, and ſeverely blamed herſelf for hav- 
ing, even for a moment, entertained ſuſpi- 
cions injurious to the honor of her friend ; 
ſhe was fully convinced, from the agitation 
of the Baron, that, be the ſecret what it 
would that preſſed on his mind, he would 
never have diſcloſed it on any other account 
than to juſtify his Lady, and that he would 
moſt certainly never have concerned himſelf 
about it, but for that reaſon. 


But her excuſes were FEI the Baron 
inſiſted on being heard, and Lady Cla- 
rendon ſo warmly ſeconded his ſuit, that 
Lady Elinor, believing it was his wiſh, at 
length, though not without much reluc- 
tance, conſented to be again ſeated : the 
Baron bowed, and apologizing for the little 
ceremony ke had treated her with, -took his 
place between her and Lady Clarendon, 
and in a more compoſed voice continued 
his narrative. 


He 
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He told her, that in the North Gallery 
there reſided a perſon, whom herleif, and 
all that had ever known her, regarded as 
long ſince dead, and who, molt affuredly, 
would never, on this fide the grave, change 

that reſidence which now was her's, 


« The gentleman,” continued the Ba- 
ron, whom you ſaw in the hall with the 
Baronefs, has been in the Caſtle upwards 
of a week; but as we are not upon friendly 
terms, and you too have been a ſtranger to 

him, you will no doubt wonder that 1 ſhould 
entertain in the Caſtle a perſon whom I have 
ſpoke of in theſe terms, yet be aſſured there: 
is a cauſe to juſtify it; his buſineſs heres 
was to entreat us to inſluence the fair pri- 
ſoner I have mentioned to become his wife, 
and we have at laſt, though with much 
citiculty prevailed ; and it was on receiv- 
ing from the Baroneſs. this (J do beheve) * 
much wiſhed-for intelligence, that he in- 

dulged his gratitude in terms, which. cer- 
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6 THE ANCIENT HOUSE | 


tainly, to one like you, unacquainted with 


| his ſituation, muſt APE n a wry 
different erm bag <2), 


« And how,“ ſaid the Baron, “ have, 


I hope, fully removed all Lady Elinor's 


reaſons for departing, and will flatter my- 


ſelf it will be long delayed.” 


$114 


Lady Elinor now, in her turn, entreated 


her worthy friends to pardon her for hav- 
ing thought wrong of them; but they in- 


inſiſted on her being ſilent on the ſubject, 


for ſhe had, they ſaid, certainly acted quite 
right, conſidering appearances, which it 


was impoſſible for her, or any one elſe, to 


Wrine t] the meaning of. 


9 But, v ſaid the Baron, J have not 


done all this for nothing, and ſhall hope 
to be rewarded for it; and as Lady 
Clarendon has ſuffered me to plead her 


5 cauſe, 1 wall 1 now leave her to plead mine, 


ait which 


- » OF \CLARENDON. 1 K 7 


which is, to uſe her intereſt with her friend 
to be preſent at theſe ſecret and, I fear, ill- 
fated nuptials; and that once ſettled, if 
my wiſhes are accepted, I ſhall hope never 
_ to ſee this — Wien, 


Thus: ping he Sai kaning Lande 7 


Elinor mute with the aſtoniſhment his 
words had excited, which was now inter- 
rupted by the Baroneſs. 55 


«1 hope,” faid ſhe, holding out her 
hand to her friend, my dear Elinor will 
pardon the diſſimulation with which I have 
ated, but as the affair more immediately 
concerns the Baron's family than mine, 
though I confeſs I am highly intereſted for 
every one concerned in it, I could. not 
think, in this inſtance, of divalgings it even 
to _ | | 


My dear Madam, you muſt pardon 
me, if I treat your apologies as you did 
B 4 1 
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mine, and refuſe to liſten to them; for 1 


had, moſt aſſuredly, no right to be inform- 
ed of any thing that my Lord and you 
thought proper to conceal ; and, I confeſs, 
I ſhouid blame him for having told me 


now, but that, from his words, I think my 
preſence may, perhaps, prevent the neceſ- 


ſity of entruſting the ſecret to any other 
perſon, who might not poſſibly be as faith- 
ful to the truſt as J will,” 


* You will then be preſent at - this mar- 
riage * 55 


No doubt J will, TI it is the wiſh of 
the Baron and yourles.. i 


ing « You are too hey few like you, 
Eligor, would thus condeſcend to viſit 
one, whom, in the opinion of the world, 
is to be ſhunncd by alt. 


** As 


OF cLAREN DPV. 9 


6 As to that, Gertrude, you know it is 


nothing new in me to be ſingular; but I 
am ſure, though I do not know her ſtory, 
the lady cannot be unworthy, as you, tho' 
from humanity you might protect, would 


not aſſociate with her; but,” added ſhe, 


« I ſhould not wiſh to intrude on her re- 
tirement, and ſhe may not, perhaps, like 
my being preſent will you have the good» 
nels to. diſcover her wiſhes on the occa- 
ſion?“ 


<« Of that,” rejoined the Baroneſs,*FFou 
may aſſure yourſelf there is no need; ſhe 


is already well acquainted with ou, and 
has, to both the Baron and mytelf, often 
expreſſed her ſorrow that i =v9uld no 
longer ſuffer her to call yaw friend; but 


the Baron never would permit me to in- 


troduce you to her, whom he Forld would 


perhaps cenſure you for knowing; and noe 


thing, I believe, but the recent circum- 
ſtance would ever have ice bim to 


- 
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change his ſentiments; but we are delay. 
ing the pleaſure you intend her; 1 will go 
and make her acquainted with our con- 
eee my hd 26 100 [erred 


4 For L. Heaven's ſake, who is the lady, 
my dear Gertrude? The Baron too, I re. 
collect, hinted that J had known her in 
happier days, but the wonder in which my 


ideas have been loſt baniſhed his words from 


my recollection.“ 


? Of ow my 1 friend; you muſt at pre- 

| ſent be contented to remain in ignorance ; 
but I am ſure your heart will not fail to 
acknowledge her who was once almoſt as 
great a favourite as myſelf.” 


eie ſpeedy then in your return, for my 
imagination is on the rack.” 


The abſence of the Baroneſs was not 
of long duration, and it was eaſy to dil- 
cern 


oer CLARENDON' 11 


cern the ſatisfaction ſhe felt on Lady 
Elinor's ready acquieſcence to return 
with her immediately to her friend's 
chamber; but as theſe viſits were always 
viſits of ſecreſy, the Baroneſs led the 
way to her room, where, after telling her 
women ſhe ſhould. diſpenſe. with their at- 
tendance for that evening, and bidding 
them order coffee to the North Gallery, 
ſhe, as ſoon as they had left the apartment, 
went to the room the had mentioned; the 
coffee was brought, and ſhe told her atten- 
dants the Baron and herſelf were at home 
to nobody but Sir Hildebrand Fitz-Alwin, 
and deſired not to be interrupted; and no 
ſooner was he gone, than drawing a ſliding» 
pannel in the wainſcot, which was conceal- 
ed by the tapeſtry hangings, ſbe led Lady 
Elinor by a ſecret paſſage, which was made 
in the walls of the Caſtle, round one entire 
ſide of it, till they arrived at the North 
Tower, that was blown down in the late 
ſtorm, or, at leaſt, demoliſhed about that 
B 6 1 ang 
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time, though it was not certainly known by 
what means. | | 


They entered by a key, of which the 
Baroneſs was in poſſeſſion, upon that range 
of apartments which had been for ſo many 
years ſhut up, and which every domeſtic 


in the Caſtle believed to be totally uninha- 
bited. 


On paſſing through one of theſe cham- 
bers, Lady Clarendon obſerved to her 
companion, that they muſt ſtep lightly, as 
they were very near ſome part of the Caſtle 
where they were liable to be overheard, 
and ſhe did not with them either to know 
that there was ſuch a paſſage of communi- 
cation, or that ſhe had ever . occaſion to 
ule it. 


They at length reached a ſuperb draw- 

- ing room, when Lady Clarendon, tap- 
1 ped gbr at the door of the adjoining 
0 4 apartment, 
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apartment, which was inſtantly opened by 
the Baron. 


But what words can deſcribe the aſto- 
niſhment of Lady Elinor, when, in the 
ſair fragile form which ſtood befide him, 
ſhe recollected the features of one who had, 
within one ſhort year, been as her own ſiſ- 
ter, and whom ſhe thought ſhe had within 
that ſpace followed to the peaceful tomb of 
her illuſtrious anceſtors. 


She looked dalicare and emaciated, and 
a penſive languor that fat on her brow, ren- 
dered her, if poſſible, more intereſting; 
but the cauſe of her retirement was obvious 
to Lady Elinor at the firſt glance, for her 
appearance indicated an approaching chriſ- 
tening, rather than the marriage which had 
been ſo lately mentioned, an obſervation 
which, however it might, from the well- 


known propriety of the lady's conduct, exe 


cite the aſtoniſhment and pity of 1 ö 


= 7 - 
7 * 


14 THE ANCIENT HOUSE 


Elinor, ſhe carefully confined to her own 
boſom, nor ſuffered one tranſient glance to 
wound the feelings of her new-found friend, 
who declared the had not for a long time 
experienced ſo much ſatisfaction as ſhe en- 


joyed at preſent. 


The Baron, who watched her every look 
with the moſt ardent anxiety, ſeemed to 
partake of joy or ſorrow only as it affected 
her ; while the Baroneſs exerted her utmoſt 
abilities to make every one as happy as 
their ſituation would admit of. 


The hour that was to part them, though 

late, arrived, regretted by all; and on their 
taking leave, the fair unknown expreſſed to 
Lady Elinor the pleaſure ſhe had felt on 
Lady Clarenden's having informed her of 
the favor (he intended to confer on her, 
and added, ſhe would claim .the perform- 
ance of it on Thurſday. ] am ſenſible,” 


ſaid ſhe, * that you muſt think me very 
_ confident 
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confident in talking ſo calmly of my mar- 
riage, while my appearance indicates that 


it ſhould not now be to take place; but 


truſt me, Lady Elinor, was there one cir- 
cumſtance to cauſe a bluſh upon the check 
of modeſty, I had never intreated Lady 
Clarendon to engage you to be preſent; 


and indulgent as ſhe is, I know ſhe would 
never have conſented to 1t,—I know you 
are acquainted with my unfortunate hiſ- 


tory ; but there is yet much of which you 


are uninformed, and I have made it my re- 
queſt that Lovel and the Baroneſs will take 
the trouble to acquaint you with thoſe par- 
ticulars of which, I own, I want fortitude 


to ſpeak ; without an agitation that I am 
unable to ſupport till then (though nothing 
can afford me more pleaſure than your 
company): I. do not aſk a repetition of 


the favor you have conferred upon me, 
while you think I am culpable; I know it 


would * you pain, though politeneſs 
might 
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might influence you to the ſuffering re— 
lative of a friend.“ 


The party ſoon after ſeparated, and Lay 
Elinor returned with the Baron and his 
Lady by the fame ſecret paſſage to the 
drawing-room, where the reſt of the even- 
ing was ſpent in acquainting her with the 


hiſtory of the fair unfortunate. 


And often,” ſaid Edgar, © have I ſo— 
licited, but in vain, to know the concluſion 
of her intereſting narrative; but my mother 
told me ſhe was under a ſolemn promiſe 
never to divulge that or her name; und 
there was but one conſideration which could 
have induced her to truſt me with fo much: 
that reaſon was, that as my father was Jong 
fince deceaſed, who was the only perſon, 
herſelf excepted, who could clear up this 
myſterious buſineſs, and there being many 


reaſons, ſhe ſaid, to believe it would one dy 


be inveſtigated, ſhe preferred making 
cConfidant 


OF CLARENDON. 17 


confidant of me (God help me) to any other, 
ſor Raimond was then in France; and I do 
ſolemnly afſure you, that though I am not 
the molt conſiderate being in the world, I 
never mentioned ir before to any one, except 
my brother; and 1 do not know that I ſhould 
| have acquainted him, but I could not keep 

it to myſelf any longer.” 


Sir Raimond bowed, and thanked his 
brother for the compliment, 


e But, continued Edgar, *I conldwiſh! 
it may be ſtill a ſecret amongſt ourſelves,” 
till the time of enquiry arrives, which my 
mother believed to be certain, though 


ſhe could form no conjecture as to the 
time.” j 


They agreed that his propoſal was cerx 
tainly the mode of conduct mot proper 
to be adopted; for it was evident that EG] 
and Lady Clarendon did not think pro- 
ay per 
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opinion, the motion was dropt by Walter, 
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per to elucidate the myſtery, and would 


conſequently be diſpleaſed at any endea- 
your they might make to arrive at the 
knowledge of what they had taken ſo much 
precaution to conceal. 


Sir Raimond ſaid, that on his return to 
England, where he had not the happineſs 


to arrive time enough to ſee Lady Fitz- 


Alwin, he received from his brother a 
packet in her own hand, directed to his 
particular care, with the following direc- 
tions: “ papers concerning the family of 


the Baron Clarendon, which I. deſire my 
| ſon Raimond never to loſe or part with, 


nor to open till required by him or Lady 
Clarendon,” Scarce had Walter heard him 
to a concluſion, before he expreſſed a de- 


fire to ſee them; but to this propoſal Sir 


Raimond reſolutely, though with polite- 
nels, expreſſed his inability to comply; 
and as the reſt of the party joined in his 


who 
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who begged Edgar would tell them what | | 
more he knew concerning the fair inhabi= 
tant of the North Gallery. 


Edgar continued his narrative in the fol- 


lowing terms: „The Baron” he continued, 


« after acquainting Lady Elinor with ſome 
other particulars, mentioned to his Lady, 
his idea that the preſence of ſome gentle- 
man would be neceſſary on Thurſday, as a 


witneſs of the marriage, and wiſhed to 


know whom amongſt their friends ſhe 
would recommend for that purpoſe,” 


« ] think,” ſaid ſhe, “my Lord, the 


fewer people are entruſted with the ſecret, 


the more probability there is of its being 


kept; and as the intereſts of your friend 


Sir Hildebrand and my friend Elinor ſeem 
to be much the ſame (nay, you always 
frown, Elinor, but certainly appearances 
are againſt you), I think no perſon can be 
more proper than him to be entruſted,” 

« Well, 
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« Well, Gertrude, I am quite of your 
opinion. Now, Lady Llinor, favor me 


with yours: ſhall it be Sir Hildebrand ?“ 


« Indeed, my Lord, I care not who it is 


—it is indeed a matter perfectly indifferent 
. 


And who,” ſaid Sir Hildebrand, who 


Juſt then entered the apartment, “ who is 


ſo unhappy as to be indifferent to Lady 
"Elinor Grey?“ 


. Even yourſelf, Sir,” replied the Baron; 


© but you ſhall hear.“ 


| Lord Clarendon then told his Bead | 


the debate he had interrupted, and thus, 
added he, as the lady will not decide, I am 
at a Joſs how to proceed, 


Then be ſo no longer, my Lord, elect 


me, and as Lady Elinor is only indifferent, 


we 


1 


OF CLARENDON, 21 


we muſt endeav our to ad and gain her 


favor.“ 


The Baroneſs declared Sir Hildebrand 
had very happily adjuſted the difference, 
and the reſt of the evening was paſſed 1 in 
the pas harmony... | 

e dend morning, the marriage 
was privately performed by a prieſt of the 


| Baron's* chapel, with no other witneſſes 


than Lady Elinor and Sir Hildebrand, and 
the Lord and Lady Clarendon, and then 


| for the firſt and laſt time, Lady Elinor be- 


held the bridegroom, in the preſence of the 
Baron; they ſpoke but Iutle to-each- other, 
yet it was eaſy to perceive that a ſtrong at- 


| tachment ſubſiled between them, though 
| for ſome particular reaſon they were éne- 


mies in appearance. 


© never could obtain,” faid Edgar, 
the moſt diſtant idea of what or who ſhe 
was, 
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was, or any thing more relating to this 
hiſtory, except that neither the cavalier or 
the lady were ever known to quit the cal. 
tle, and that in leſs than ſix months all the 
north ſide of the caſtle was entirely ſhut 
up, for before that time it had only been 
ſo in part; the lights which were formerly 
viſible in that quarter were now no longer 
ſeen, and Lord and Lady Clarendon ne. 
ver went near it; and ſo much did they 
adhere to this rule, that even in their walks 
the north rampart was carefully avoided, 
except once when the Baron went out alone» 
and was obſerved ſtanding weeping, and in 
great agitation of mind, with his eyes fixed 
on the north turret, from whence the Ba- 
roneſs brought him to the caſtle, for ſhe 
had ſeen him from the window, and it was 
circulated amongſt the domeſtics that their 
Lord was ill. 


It may naturally be ſuppoſed that, how- 


ever ſecretly any perſon might be concealed 
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in the caſlle, it was impoſſible not in ſome 
meaſure to excite ſuſpicion : lights had been 


often ſeen in thoſe apartmen's, yet it was 


well known no part of the family ever made 
uſe of them : various noiſes too had been 
frequently heard, and more than once when 
ſome one of the domeſtics, more coura- 


geous than his fellows, had ventured to 


follow theſe noiſes, in hopes of diſcovering 
from whence they proceeded : a figure had 
been ſeen to glide along the diſtant galle- 


ries, and ſeek concealment in flight; and 


as a very few of theſe occurrences had no 
doubt effectually damped the courage of 
theſe adventurers, ſo as to put an entire 
ſtop to all farther attempts to diſcover the 
myſtery, many had believed that the 


Baron had there concealed ſome one, 
whom he never intended again to behold 


the light, but for what reaſon, or who it 
was, they knew not; but as the Baron's fa- 
ther 
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ther ſometimes came to the caſtle, which 
had not formerly been his cuſtom, and hi; 
eldeſt ſon Lord Henry never accompanic( 
him, they thought it more than probable 
that he was the perſon confined, and offered 
up fervent prayers to heaven to turn the 
| heart of the Baron from his ill deſigns, 


Long had this been the prevailing opi- 
nion at the caſtle; but now what were 
they to think, what but that the Baron had 
either by the point of his own dagger, or 
that of ſome other perſon, conſigned his 
brother to oblivion, and that in conſe— 
quence of his untimely end, dis ſpirit 
walked the * | 


Many, in Wins of the terror this idea 
excited, forſook the ſervice of the Baron, 
who was at laſl ſo much diſturbed by the 
aſſertion gaining ground, that he laid his 

abſolute command on all who choſe to 
continue in his ſervice, to be dumb for 
cver 
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ever on the the ſubject; and to ſuch as ap- 
proved not of obliging him, he gave leave 
to depart, at the ſame time giving them a 
ſufficiency to ſupport themſelves. 


This generoſity of the Baron's, which 
aroſe from nothing more than a deſire of 
doing them a ſervice, whoſe folly had 


thrown them on the world, did not fail 


to draw upon him the moſt ſevere and 
pointed reflections. It was ſoon circulated 


abroad that the caſtle of Clarendon was 


ſo diſturbed by ſupernatural beings, thi it 


was abſolutely unfit to be inhabited, and 


that the Baron's only reaſon for continuing 
there, was from a fear that if he left it, en- 
 quiries might be made concerning the 

_ ſtrange appearances that had been obſerved, 
and which were no doubt ſuch as he could 


not give a very clear account of, or he would 


hardly made ſuch liberal gifts to thoſe per- 
ſons who had, as he pretended, given tile, 
by their idle fears, to the ſtor 7. 

Vol. il, C Theſe 
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Theſe reports did not fail to give much 
affliftion to the Baron, and greatly added 
to that melancholy which had but too vi. 
ſibly long been making inroads on his con- 
ſtitution. . 


Time had, however, by removing moſt 


of the old domeſtics and vaſſals, in a great 


meaſure buried the ſtory in oblivion, and 


reſtored the Baron to a degree of compo- 


ſure which he had for ſome years been a 


| ſtranger to; yet it had not ſo totally de- 


ſtroyed the report, but what a very ſlight 
occaſion was ſufficient again to call it into 
action; and that it might be certain to eſ- 


cape oblivion, ſuch of the domeſtics who 


ſtill remained, never failed to communicate 
the utmoſt of their knowledge, and fre- 


quently much beyond it, to all the younger 


branches of the houſehold ; yet as they 
feared the Baron's diſpleaſure, every one 


was equally careful to defire his confidant 


t0 


„ 
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to be ſure to keep the ſecret, that he bad 
not been able to keep himſelf, ; 


Though by this means all were alike in 


poſſeſſion of the ſecret, it had not for ſome 
years occaſioned any diſagreeable effect ; 


but, alas ! this tranquillity was not deſlined 
to be of long duration, for the misfortunes 


that happened on the night when the ladics 


kept watch in the caſtle for their brother, 
added to the recent very myſlcrious adven- 


ture in the North Gallery, had put every 


one ſo much off their guard, that, furgetful 
of every conſequence, they ſeemed only to 
vie with each other who ſhould relaic the 
+ greateſt number of the moſt terrifyim cir- 
cumſtances, to prove the validity of heit 
aſſertions. 


Theſe newly-revived alarms failed not cre 
long to reach the ear of the Baron, wi 
did not fail to expreſs his diſpleaſure on the 
occaſion ; but it was with much Jeſs con. 
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cern than it had been expected the intelli 
gence would create; and he contented 
himſelf with lamenting the credulity of 
people, who would not ſuffer themſelves to 
be convinced, inſtead of depriving them. 
ſelves and others of every enjoyment of life, 


by giving way to their own ill grounded 


ſuperſtition. 


The Baroneſs made no comments upon 
the wecaſion; and the young ladies, much 
againſt their inclinations, felt themſelves 
obliged to follow her example. 


To the laſt obſervation of the Baron, Sir 
Raimond remarked that he believed he had 
miſtaken him, for he did not remember 
ever to have heard of the attempt he men- 
tioned to convince them having been made; 
and he thought if Lord Clarendon would 

permit the apartments to be ſinhabited, no 
more could poſſibly be thought or ſaid 
about a myſtery. | ( 

The 
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The Baron agreed to the remark, but 
gravely ſaid that method could not be 


followed, —it was angle 


6 Permit then, my Lord, „ ſaid Walter, 


that we open and explore them, and let 

all who feel any anxiety accompany us.“ 
No, Walter, urge me no more, I can- 

not grant your requeſt: I wiſh as much as 


yourſelf this myſtery, ſo productive of diſ- 
agreeable events, could be cleared; but“ 


Then can it be ſo too ſoon, my Lord?” 


« Yes, Sir, it can; I told you ſo al- 


ready; and reſt aſſured it muſt not yet 


take place; the time of its diſcloſure 
may not be far off: there 'are circum- 
ſtances that may indiſpenſably require it, 
and reſt aſſured you ſhall be preſent ; Sir 
Raimond, too, will moſt probably be of the 
party; but now I command you to be ſilent 
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on a ſubje& which you are not now to be 
told is diſagreeable to me, and ele as to 
the end propoſes 5 


Walter, however, nothing diſcouraged, 
ſtill continued to urge his fait ; and Sir 
Raimond, though politeneſs would not 
permit him ſo openly to expreſs his ſenti- | 
ments, felt no leſs curioſity. But the Baron 
was peremptory, and Walter was obliged 
at length, though with much reluctance, to 
deſiſt ; but ſeldom accuſtomed to confine 
his thoughts long to the ſame ſubject, he 
ſoon met with attractions that ſerved in a 
ſhort time to put to flight all thoughts 
of the North Gallery. 


Not ſo Sir Raimond, the more he ſaw, 
the more did there appear to excite his 
aſtoniſhment and curioſity ; yet never did 
he even for a moment harbour one ſenti- 
ment injurious to the honor of the Baron : 
his heart was deeply impreſſed with vene- 

b ration 
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ration for the memory of his parents: the 
Baron had been their choſen and moſt in- 
W timate friend and companion, which 
? brought conviction to the mind ot Rai- 


mond that he was honourable, and, exclu- 


live of any other conſideration, had he not 
been a ſecond parent to himſelf and bro- 
ther; and was not he a ſtill dearer name, 
was he not father to the beautiful Editha ? 
ſhould he reſign his long cheriſhed hope of 
calling her his own, becauſe the ignorant 
part of the world had charged the Baron 
with the commim̃on of crimes at which he 
would have {huddered even to have 
thought ? what reaſon was there for theſe 
inſinuations? None. Lord Henry, on 
whom they had fixed for the hero of the 
tale, was now known to be living; and if 
they had been fo greatly in an error on the 
ſubject, might it not be poſſible their ſu- 
perſtitious fears were totally without foun- 
dation, 
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There wanted no farther argument to 
convince Sir Raimond the' whole was un- 
founded ; for Raimond was in love, and 


he ' wiſhed not to liften to any thing 


that tended to counteract the wiſhes of his 
heart, and he determined to intreat the 
Baron immediately to beſtow on him the 
hand of the only woman in the world with 

whom he could partake of happineſs. 


Not long did he delay to put in practice 


the reſolution he had formed; and his joy 


was completed, when he received from the 
Baron an anſwer fayourable to his wiſhes. 
But,“ ſaid the Baron, * there are cir- 
cumſtances connected with my family, of 
which it is neceſſary you ſhould be inform- 
ed previous to any final determination being 
made with regard to this union, for they 
may poſſibly occaſion a material change in 
your mind, and J will therefore requeſt 
your company to-morrow evening for this 
2% explanation; 
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explanation; we will then have none pre- 
ſent but our own family, all of whom I 
conſider to be equally intereſted in hat 1 


| intend to communicate; yet as 1 know 


Editha would feel embarraſſed on the oc- 
caſion, if conſcious it was on account of 
her approaching marriage, I muſt requeſt 


ſhe may not be made acquainted with our 


reaſons.” 


He then left Sir Raimond, embarraſſed 
and in deep meditation on his conduct 


= (while he went to ſeek the Baroneſs, and ac- 
quaint her with his propoſals). Ld. Raimond 


was ſoon arouſed from his reverie by the ar- 
rivalof the younger branches of the family, 
and the reſt of the evening was ſpent in the 
exerciſe of the bow and quiver, in the uſe 


of which they were well ſkilled, and at 


which amuſement we will leave them for a 
time, to obſerve the tranſactions which were 
taking place in the family of Sir Arthur de 


Clare, who immediately on his arrival in- 
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town paid his reſpects, accompanied by hiz 
wife, to the Lady Blanch Marly. 


They found her, as ſhe ſaid, ſlowly reco- 
vering from a moſt ſevere attack of a con- 
ſumption on a conſtitution naturally deli. 
cate": ſheapologized, and in good truth there 
appeared to be ſufficient reaſon for having 
begged fo great an indulgence as the ſight 
of her guardian; and could never ſufficient- 
ly expreſs her acknowledgements to Lady 
de Clare for complying with the requeſt of 


an invalid. But why, ſhe added, need ſhe 


be ſurprized at her kindneſs, it was a qua - 
lity inſeparable to the name of de Clare; all 
felt compaſſion for the weakneſs of a fellow 


creature, all but one (and here the tear of 


ſenſibility came to the relief of the unhappy 
maid) who, with much emotion, ventured 
at length to enquire after Albert, and at 
the ſame time to congratulate them, in 
broken accents, on his late happy mar- 
riage. They were aſtoniſhed, Sir Arthur 
[49s knew 


or CLARENDON. 35 


knew not of any marriage in which he was 
concerned; if he was married, it was clan- 


deſtinely, and never ſhould have his * 
Nabe 


« No, Sir Arthur,” ſaid Lady de Clare, 
« and if clandeſtinely tranſacted it ſhould 
never meet with mine ; but entertain not 
a thought ſo derogatory to the honour of 
your ſon; for if Albert had intended to 


marry, nothing would have induced him 


to conceal his intentions; and I am certain 
that he will never make any choice that 
will degrade his family.” 

cc But, Madam, I ſhould eſteem it a very 
particular favour if you would inform us 
from whence you had your intelligence, 


and how long I have had the honour to 


poſſeſs a daughter.“ 


This was the very queſtion for which tlie 
whole tale had been fabricated, and Lady 
C 6 Blanch 
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Blanch in ſecret applauded her own flog 
city, that had thus, by alarming the ma- 


_ ternal feelings of Lady de Clare, drawn her 


to make an enquiry which gave her ſo fair 
an opportunity of inſinuating that this in- 
telligence had cauſed her recent illneſs; 
for ſhe was ſenſible that had ſhe ſaid fo 
openly, Sir Arthur, though blinded by her 
duplicity, would never have overlooked 
ſuch a want of delicacy: and ſhe anſwered 
Lady de Clare, that ' ſhe heard it reported 
by ſo many, that ſhe was totally unable to 


mention any one in particular as being the 
author; and as to the time, ſhe only re- 
membered that it was one of the laſt things 


ſhe heard previous to her indiſpoſition ; 
face when her intellects had been ſo much 
diſordered, that ſhe did not 9 remem- 
ber any thing. 


| Unable to obtain any more ſatisfactory 
intelligence, Sir Arthur and his Lady took 
their leave, not without the former being 
greatly 
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greatly | impreſſed - in favour of his ward, 
whoſe infinuations had ſo far taken effect 
as tO cauſe a remark from Sir Arthur, that 
it was much to be lamented that Albert 
ſnould obſtinately continue blind to the 
many perfect ions Lady Blanch poſſeſſed; 
nor could he forhear regretting his misfor- 
tune in having ſo far relied on the obedi- 
ence of his ſon, as to make propoſals of an 
alliance which he began to fear it would 
never be in his power to fulfill. 


Lady de Clare now took the opportunity 
to intimate to Sir Arthur her ſuſpicions of 
her ſon's having previouſly reſigned his 
heart to ſome more attractive female; to 
which cauſe perhaps might be attributed 
the reluctance with which he had received 
his commands. 


Sir Arthur was reſolute, perhaps in ra- 
ther too great a degree, to every circum- 
ſtance which he conceived concerned his 
honor; 
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honor ; and in the prefent inſtance felt him. 
ſelf ſtrongly obligated to perform the pro- 
miſe he had given to his friend Lord 


Marly: he pitied Lady Blanch, who was, 


as he believed, falling a ſacrifice to the too 
tender ſentiment ſhe entertained for Albert; 
and as he never had the moſt diſtant reaſon 
to ſuppoſe him previouſly attached, he had 
often regarded him as one who poſſeſſed 
but little humanity, that could thus lightly 
treat the offer of an amiable heart, and one 


| which he believed devoted to him and him 


alone. But well as Sir Arthur loved his 
honor, his ſon had an influence in his heart 


at leaſt equally ſtrong; and the idea which 


had juſt been ſtarted by. his Lady had al- 


molt ſtaggered his reſolution, with regard 
to his future conduct. 


She ſaw the influence ſhe had gained 
over him, and reſolved to profit by that fa- 


vourable circumſtance; and ſo well did 


ſhe exert herſelf, as to obtain, ere they 
reached 
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reached home, a promiſe from Sir Arthur, 
« that ſhould he on enquiry receive from 
Albert a ſatisfactory reaſon for avoiding 
this alliance, he would preſs him no further 


on the ſubje&, as though the firſt wiſh of 


his heart had ever been to ſee it accom- 
pliſhed, he did not think his promiſe 


bound him to compel his ſon to act con- 


trary to his wiſhes.” 


Highly elated at her ſucceſs, Lady de 
Clare immediately on her arrival at home 
ſought her ſon ; he was not in his apart- 


ment, and ſhe retired diſappointed to the 
drawing- room, when, to her great aſtoniſh- 


ment, the firſt ſounds that reached her was 
Albert enquiring after Lady Blanch, and 


liſtening with great apparent concern to the 
account his father was giving of her late 


ſevere indxpolltjon. 


This was one of thoſe kind of occur- 


rences which it was actually impoſſible to 
account 
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honor; and in the prefent inſtance felt him. 
ſelf ſtrongly obligated to perform the pro- 
miſe he had given to his friend Lord 
Marly: he pitied Lady Blanch, who was, 
as he believed, falling a ſacrifice to the too 
tender ſentiment ſhe entertained for Albert; 
and as he never had the moſt diſtant reaſon 
to ſuppoſe him previouſly attached, he had 
often regarded him as one who poſſeſſed 
but little humanity, that could thus lightly 
treat the offer of an amiable heart, and one 
which he believed devoted to him and him 
alone. But well as Sir Arthur loved his 
honor, his ſon had an influence in his heart 
at leaſt equally ftrong ; and the idea which 
had juſt been ſtarted by his Lady had al- 
molt ſtaggered his reſolution, with regard 
to his future conduct. | 


She ſaw the influence ſhe had gained 
over him, and reſolved to profit by that fa- 
vourable circumſtance; and ſo well did 


ſhe exert herſelf, as to obtain, ere they 
reached 
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reached home, a promiſe from Sir Arthur, 
« that ſhould he on enquiry receive from 
Albert a ſatisfactory reaſon for avoiding 
this alliance, he would preſs him no further 
on the ſubje&, as though the firſt wiſh of 
bis heart had ever been to ſee it accom- 
pliſhed, he did not think his promiſe 
bound him to compel his fon to act con- 
trary to his wiſhes.” | 


Highly elated at her ſucceſs, Lady de 
| Clare immediately on her arrival at home 
ſought her ſon ; he was not in his apart- 
ment, and ſhe retired diſappointed to the 
drawing-room, when, to her great aſtoniſh- 
ment, the firſt ſounds that reached her was 
Albert enquiring after Lady Blanch, and 
liſtening with great apparent eoncern to the 
account his father was giving of her late 
levere indiſpoſition. 


This was one of thoſe kind of occur- 
rences which it was actually impoſſible to 
account 


| 
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account for, and Lady de Clare wiſely bs 


termined not to make the attempt, but 


reſted contented i in believing he made the 
enquiry in mere compliance with his fa. 
ther's humour; yet ſhe could ſcarce think i 
ſo, for it was no part of Albert's character to 


appear what he was not to pleaſe any one. 


It had been the intention of Sir Arthur 


when he left Lady Blanch to deſire the at- 


tendance of his ſon, on his next viſit to 


ber; but uncertain of obtaining his acqui- 


eſcence, he had forbore to mention to her 
the ſlighteſt idea on the ſubject, fearful of 
raiſing expectations, and rewarding them 


wich diſappointment ; for Sir Arthur was 


determined on believing that * Blanche 


Was really 


Loſt in love, OPTI with grief. 8 


Theſe his wiſhes he had, however, in com- 
pliance with teh de Clare, conſented to 


give 
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give e up) and not a ſyllable on the ſubject 
bad he ſuffered to eſcape his lips : how 
great then muſt have been his aſtoniſhment, 


and how much more that of Lady de Clare, 


when ſhe heard her ſon expreſs his deſire to 
be permitted to wait on Lady Blanch, and 
propoſe to put it in practice, at no greater 
diſtance than on the following morning. 


Fir Arthur flattering himſelf that his Lady 
had been miſtaken, readily aſſented to a pro- 


polal ſo perfectly in uniſon with the wiſhes 


of his heart ; yet he declared that if his ſon 
felt an attachment to any other lady, on no 


conſideration would he conſent to his vikt- 


£ PF 


ing Lady Blanch. 


Albert readily aſſured him there did not 


exiſt the leaſt impediment of that nature; it 
was true, he acknowledged, there was a 
lady to whom his heart had been firmly and 
ſincerely attached, even from infancy ; and 


he candidly acknowledged, that while the 
Z leaſt 
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leaſt hope remained of calling her his, he 


| ſhould have felt the utmoſt repugnance to 


forming any other engagement ; but as 
every poſſibility of that long. cheriſhed hope 
was now vaniſhed for ever, the next wiſh 


of his heart was to APY with his fathers 
_ commands, | 


Sir Arthur was delighted, on any terms, 
to carry his point; and though his own 


wiſhes had evidently held but the ſecond 
Place in his ſon's confideration, he was well 


contenied to overiook that want of cere- 
mony. He was too well acquainted with 
Albert's heart to fear his treating with un- 
kindneſs the woman who was deſtined to 


be his wife, even though ſhe was not ſo for- 


tunate as to be the object of bis choice; 


and he undertook with pleaſure to intro- 


duce him, where he doubted not he would 
be received with ſatisfaction. 


Lady 


* 


Lady de Clare took the earlieſt opportu- 
nity to enquire into the motives of a reſo- 


0 
« WT lution which appeared in her eyes abſolute- 
0 y incomprehenſible; that Albert, who had 
h always been averſe to this marriage, who 


had done every thing in his power to de- 
| ay and prevent it, ſhould now, unaſked, 
voluntarily propoſe a meaſure which muſt 
inevitably lead to its immediate concluſion 
was ſcarcely to be credited ; and Albert, 
on her deſiring to know if he was ſincere, 
confirmed it all, nor betrayed in the leaſt, 
either by word or look, any emotion tend- 
ing to create an idea to the contrary. 


— — — 


E Lady de Clare could ſay no more, if Al- 


bert, whom ſhe always thought entertained 


the ſtrongeſt repugnance to the marriage; 
if he no longer diſapproved of it, ſhe could 
not poſſibly object to it: the ſubje& was 
therefore dropt, and he was introduced on 
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the following morning to the Lady Blanch, 
who received him with apparent pleaſure; 
every 
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every one regarded it as a Connexion that 
was certainly to take place almoſt imme. 
diately, and preparations were ſoon after 
began for the celebration of their nuptials, 
in which employment we will leave the 
noble family, and proceed to give an ex- 
planation of that which appears to be the 
unaccountable determination of young de 
Clare. 


OF CLARENDON. 


4 | 5 LIFE — 

| _CHAP. IX. 3 
REVIOUS to his leaving Claren- q 

don, in compliance with his father's l 
commands, he marked with a jealous eye 1 

the attentions that, in defiance of his at- 9 
tempts to conceal it, would ſometimes in- 1 
voluntarily appear in the be behaviour of 1 

Sir Raimond Fitzalwin ; nor was this all, | 
he had not failed alſo to obſerve that theſe 1 
attentions met not that cool reception from 1 5 
Editha, which is generally their reward from | k 
aheart that feels for the beſtower no warmer | 1 
ſentiment than that of friendſhip; and theſe N 1 
. obſervations 4 
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obſervations were ſoon confirmed by hi 
ſoon after receiving a letter from Wal. 
ter, in which he mentioned the pro. 
poſals made by Raimond to the Baron, 
and his own ideas of the favourahl; 
reception they were likely to meet with 
from Editha and his illuſtrious parents; 
nor did he himſelf appear to entertain any 
other than the moſt cordial approbation of 


his ſuit, and wiſhes for his ſucceſs. This - 
_ unwelcome, though certainly not uner- 
pected intelligence, had juſt been ftrengtt- / 
enced by a ſecond letter on the ſame ſubject, 
on the morning that Sir Arthur and Lady 
de Clare returned from viſiting Lady 
Blanch. The idea of Editha being © 
the eve of a marriage, which under ſuck l 
circumſtances it was impoſſible to prevent, { 
had almoſt determined him to marry, in a 
hopes of baniſhing from his boſom wiſh © 
which he now ſaw could never be gratifiel;ﬀl * 
beſides he flattered himſelf, that even if he : 


had been ſo unguarded as to have ſuffers 
S by 
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his love to appear, his immediate marriage 
with another would convince them that 
they had been miſtaken, and he wiſhed for 


nothing ſo much as keeping that a ſecret ; 


yet he perceived not that very ambiguity 
had moſt probably loſt him the maid he 
loved, 


At this criſis arrived Sir Arthur; and on 
Albert enquiring after Lady Blanch, gave 
ſo moving an account of her declining 
health, as failed not to intereſt the feeling 
heart of Albert. 


She was ill; might it not, without vanity, 
be ſuppoſed it was in his power to remove 


that illneſs: his father had intimated that 
ſhe beheld him with emotions far from in- 
different, and it might be her pride, if 


not her love, was wounded by his neglect ; 
it was become his duty to baniſh from his 
heart every trace of the too lovely Editha 
Clarendon: and how could he accom- 

f pliſn 
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pliſh this ſo well as in the ſociety of a beau. 


tiful woman, whoſe every wiſh would be to 


make him happy ? Should he not be in 
reality happier in ſuch a connexion, than 
in a union with one who entertained for 
him nothing but eſteem? Theſe reaſons 


| ſoon determined him how to a&; and 
when he had once reſolved in doing what 


he believed right, it was no trivial argu: 
ment that could induce him to forego his 


reſolutions, 


The arrangements in the de Clare family 
did not fail to excite ſome very oppoſite 
ments at C larendon. 


The « Baroneſs rejoiced that her nephew 
had conquered his attachment to her daugh- 
ter; and Editha ſincerely, though in ſecret, 
joined in the ſame ſentiment; for ſhe had 
found that eſteem was all ſhe had to beſtow 
on Albert; and it was no part of her feli- 


City to reckon the number of admirers; her 
_ charms 


ly 
ite 
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charms might hold in. bondage, when ſhe 
conſidered it was not in her power to re- 
ſore the happineſs ſhe had deprived them 
of, yet now and then ſhe could not help la- 


menting that he had not made choice of a 


more amiable woman; for ſhe was not un- 
acquainted with Lady Blanch, and was 
clearly convinced ſhe never could make 
Albert happy. 


Walter e not of this marriage: 
he flattered himſelf that he did not ſtand 
low in the good opinion of his uncle, Sir 


Arthur; and as his heart was not a little 


addicted to avarice, he entertained ſome 


ideas of offering himſelf to Lady Blanch, 


not doubting in tlie leaſt of being accept- 
ed, for that is, I verily believe, an idea that 
never entered into the head of any young 
gentleman in exiſtence; and he therefore 
gave it as his decided opinion, that Albert 
was a fooliſh fellow for complying vine 


whims of his abſurd father. 


Vor. II. D When 
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Mhen the evening, came on which the 
Baron had promiſed to make Sir Raimond 
acquainted with the hiſtory of the haunted 
gallery, he was, by a painful reaſon, obliged 


to defer giving him the pleaſure he had 
promiſed : this was occaſioned by the ſe- 


vere indiſpoſition of the Baroneſs ; and 
danger baniſhed every other thought from 
Sandy. 


She was now, however, happily recover. 
ed; and one night, when no viſitor re- 
mained at the caſtle but Sir Raimond and 
Edgar, who were indeed conſidered as ſons 
of the family, the Baron, agreeable to his 
promiſe, thus began his narrative : 


44 1 muſt,“ ſaid he, 7 order to make 
myſelf clearly underſtood, trouble you to 


accompany me back to the earlier part of 


my life: it is certainly an unreaſonable re- 


queſt; but when 1 was as young as your- 


ſelves, 
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| ſelves, I ſhould, , in ſearch of what excited | 
my curiolity, have taken twice that pains. 

« Tt is now about twenty- -ſeven years 
ſince I was united to the Baroneſs : we were 
not then in poſſeſſion of this caſtle ; and 
my father, the Earl of Dunbayne, had ap- 
propriated for our reſidence the Caſtle of 
Dunbayne, a ſeat which he then poſſeſſed 
in the neighbourhood of Newcaſtle. 


At about the diſtance of ſix years from 
our firſt reſiding there, a diſſention broke 
out between this country and the kingdom 
of Scotland: the nobility ' of both king- 
doms made immediate preparations for the 
defence of their domains; nor was the: 
Caſtle of Dunbayne one of the few that 
was left i in a defenceleſs ; ſtate on the firit 
alarm, I aſſembled my clans : they were 
not few in number; and, if eſtimated +; 
their courage and attachment, they wen 
hoſt. In a ſhort time I found myſelf (1: 

D 2 rou 4 
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rounded with fix hundred men in arms, a 


! part of whom were always retained within 
the caſtle walls. When times were ſuch as 


to cauſe frequent and ſudden interruptions - 
from the neighbouring enemy, that number 
was very confiderably increaſed ; and the 
reſt of the forces were throughout the do- 
mains, ready to obey the call of the trum- 

pet in the hour of danger. 


* am ſenſible,” continued the Baron, 
<« that to the active ideas of ardent youth 
my conduct may appear too cool, inſpired 
as your boſoms are with ſentiments of va- 
jour, you will be aſtoniſhed why, in the 


prime of youth, with a numerous train of 
_ followers, warmly attached to the intereſts 
3 * 


of our houſe, I ſhould adopt a conduct ſo 
inactive, when I might have been ſo much 
better employed in the actual ſervice of my 


country; nor in this idea are you alone: 


ſo thought the Earl my father ; but the 


- reaſon of this material difference of opinion 


will 


CP 


— — 


Was nothing farther left to contend for. 
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will be eaſily comprehended, when you ſhall 
know the intereſt my father felt for him 
whom he had acknowledged for his Sove- 
reign, was not felt by me. Yet ſuſpect me 
not of diſloyalty. No, far, very far was 
diſloyalty from the heart of Clarendon. 
But I regarded Bolingbroke as an uſurper ; 


and if to that name addition of guilt can be 
added, he had incurred it by his treachery 


to his royal and unfortunate kinſman King 


Richard: for this my foul diſdained him; 


and though, in compliance with Lord Dun- 
bayne's willles, I forbore openly to defy 
him, 1 ever made myſelf and family a 
ſtranger to the preſence of Henry. There 
was indeed no inducement. to hold out 


_ againſt them: the luckleſs Richard was now 


no more; and as he left no children, and 
Henry was in poſſeſſion of the throne, there 


f 


In the preſent diſpute with Scotland, 


the cauſe had evidently, at leaſt in my opi- 
2 37 BY nion, 
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nion, originated in the faithleſs conduct of 


King Henry, who had infringed ſome trea- 


ties of importance made between the two 
kingdoms in the reign of our illuſtrious 
Sovereign Edward III. 


__« Clearly convinced of this, and hating 


Henry, I determined never to take up arms 
in his ſervice ; yet as the people had not 


been to blame, and were likely to be great 
ſufferers from the inroads of the enemy, I 
thought it my duty to hold my clans in 
readineſs to defend the peaſantry, ſhould 


it be mackod. 


51575 18 was not Zang haz J was fuffered to 
remain in inactivity: a numerous band. 
headed by Malcolm, the youthful Lord of 
Alva, heir of the noble houſe of Balmane, 
encamped within a mile to the left of the 


caſtle, and immediately in the main road 


leading to it, by that means intending to 
prevent all communication between the 
TE: 4 forces 
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forces within the walls, and ſuch of our mi- 
litary forces as were poſted on tlie outkkirts 
of the foreſt. H F{TSTITO! | ; 


Their a during the night had 
been ſo ſecret, that they had paſſed the 
_ outpoſts ere they had time to give the ap- 
pointed ſignal; and it was not till the rays 
of the riſing ſun played on their arms that 
1 diſcovered the poſition of the enemy. 

It was, however, neceſſary that they 
ſhould be diſlodged without delay, for the 
Baroneſs was abſent from the caftle, and'her 
arrival hourly expected ; by no other road 
but that obſtructed by the enemy, nn 
ſhe 8 _ to the n ig ACU}B 


* When the firſt rumours of 6 incur- 
ſions made by the Scots began to call for 
the ſerious attention of the Engliſh Barons, 
we were on a viſit at the manſion of the 
Earl of Dunbayne, from whence I imme- 
D 4 diately 
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diately returned to Newcaſtle for its de. 
fence ; but the Baroneſs was not the part. 
ner of my journey. 


I] had at that time a fiſter, who, from 
the early loſs of the Counteſs my mother, 
had received her education at the convent 
of St. Agnes, in the Iſle of Man; and as ſhe 
was now of an age to quit her retirement, 
the Earl had, at our repeated intreat ies, 
gonſented to her accompanying us to New- 
caſtle ; and as my preſence there was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, the Baroneſs undertook 
herſelf to be the meſſenger of this welcome 
intelligence, and went alone. 


„ Twas true, I had appointed a party 
of our vaſſals to attend ber when on the 
coaſt; but from the number of Lord Alva's 
bands, I feared they would be inadequate 
to her protection; and indeed it was more 
than probable they might have been, being 
8 e but 
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but a ſmall number driven from their 
poſt. 190 g 9500150 #1415: 1140 95 


iioch 


„The watch guns were fired, my te- 


nants obeyed the ſignal, and all that could 
effect their way through the foreſt; joined 
me in arms: the trumpets ſounded from 
the battlements defiance to the enemy, and 
the courts wore the appearance of a deter- 


mined and regular attack; when a meſſen- 


ger arrived from the camp of Lord Alva: 
he ſounded the horn before the gates of the 
caſtle, and demanded ſafe conduct to my 
preſence. I complied, and ſent forth one 
of the chief of my knights as hoſtage for his 
ſafety; but, Holy Mary, what was my agita- 
tion, when [learnt that all I had feared was 
already verified—the Baroneſs and Con- 
ſtance were priſoners to Lord Alva. 


. | * | | | 
e If,” faid I, < thy meſſage goes no fur- 
ther, you may return; I have no anſwer to 
thy maſter bot ſuch as my brave followers 
D 5. ſhall 
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ſhall announce the hour that we meet in 


yonder plain; that hour gives liberty to his 


N 


captives, or death to me.? 


« My noble Lord,“ returned the youth, 


„ knows not the generous heart of the 


Lord of Alva. Tis true the ladies were 


his captives, but they are ſo no more, ſoon 


will they reach the caſtle gates in ſafety : a 
choſen party of our horſe, led by the noble 
Malcolm, now leads them hither; and, in 
return for the prote&ion he affords to them, 
he claims your promiſe for his ſafe return; 
that promife once obtained, I haſte to join 


them—he aſks the truce no longer than the 


ladies are in ſafety, nor will he ſhun thy 
arm in battle. But Malcolm, of Alva, wars 
not in the preſence of a female.“ 


To ſay how much I was ſtruck with ad- 
miration at the generous conduct of Lord 
Alva is impoſſible. I delayed not a mo- 
ment to paſs my ſacred promiſe for his ſafe- 

ty. 
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and 1 waited their arrival with im- 


ag d 3 


« Tt was not Toys ere I beheld them 


ſlowly approaching towards the caſtle, and 
I deſcended with haſte into the court to re- 
turn my thanks to their noble conductor 
for his generoſity. But Malcolm was alike 


in all his actions; and while his followers 


halted round the gates of the caſtle, to 
make room for the Baroneſs to enter, he 
bowed reſpectfully to her and Conſtance, 
and, retiripg into the midſt of a ſmall party 
of his followers, inſtantly began his march 
back to the gam. / 
To fight with ſuch an enemy was im- 
poſſible; honor, gratitude, every thing 
conſpired to forbid the ſordid thought, 
and I was determined to act only on the 
defenſive. But in this pacific difpoſition I 
was not long ſuffered to continue; for ere 
the cloſe of the ſecond evening after, I was 
D 6 informed 
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informed by his herald that it was the in- 
tention of Lord Alva to give battle on the 
morrow. 


«© Gratitude, though meritorious, might 
have incurred the imputation of cowardice, 
had I declined the fight, and 1 therefore re- 
turned the defiance, though, I muſt con- 
feſs, it was with great reluctance ; and be- 
fore the morning ſun aroſe in the horizon, 

we ſallied from the caſtle, while every heart 
beat high with the hopes of victory. 


The battle was obſtinately ſupported 
on both ſides, and long was conqueſt doubt- 
ful: innumerable were the acts of valour 
and generoſity; for we forgot not our obli- 
gations to Lord Alva, and our conduct 
produced a return of the ſame. 


In the heat of the engagement the 
main body of the Scots gave way, and a 
7D ſudden 
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ſudden retreat was er the * or 
their intentions 3 1 


“I was then engaged in a diſtant part of 


the field, and my aſtoniſhment at the rout 
Jobſerved was the greater, as to my know- 
ledge that part of the n was led may 


Lord Alva. 


4 immediately marched my troops to 


the aſſiſtance of thoſe who were every where 


to be ſeen, in eager purſuit of the retiring 
Scots, who were paſling near our ſtandard. 


e was ſoon informed that Lord Alva 
was a priſoner : an arrow-ſhot from one-of 
our archers had pierced him in the right 


arm at the moment his charger, mad with 


the pain of many wounds he had received, 
had thrown his rider; a party of my vaſſals 


had ſurrounded him, and totally unable to 


defend, he had been obliged to yield him- 
ſelf their priſoner, 
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He was immediately conveyed to Dun- 
bayne caſtle, whither, as the conteſt was by 
this accident perfectly decided, I followed 
him ſoon: after. The greateſt part of my 
followers were ſtill in purſuit of the enemy, 
as it was neceflary to chace them, if poſ- 
ſible, from the neighbourhood, and prevent 
them from forming again into a body; and 
a very {mall part of my vaſſals were em- 

ployed on duty within the caſtle walls. 


The Baroneſs was no ſooner acquaint- 
ed with the fituation of Lord: Alva, than, 
forgetting the enemy in him who had treat- 
ed her ſo nobly, ſhe determined herſelf to 
become his nurſe; nor did my lovely ſiſter, 
the fair but hapleſs. Conſtance, appear leſs 
anxious to diſcharge their mutual debt of 


eee J 
ili de | | 
ak The young Lord was, by their 
care, ſoon out of danger; and as civility 
* a return, he ſoon began to aſſo - 
ciate 
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ciate with our little party on the moſt 
friendly terms; and we became ſo at- 
tached to each other's ſociety, that he who 
came to the: caſtle amy OT now con- 
rinyed as ig 0 1899 


8 pe lad font about a month in this 
manner, when we were ſuddenly called to 
arms one night by the watch guns of the 
centinels ; an enemy as unknown as unex- 
pected, had attempted to ſcale the walls in 
ſecret, and had in ſome meaſure been ſuc- 
ceſsful. te! | 


« Alva forgot he ever was my foe : he 
was accoutred, and in the court marſhalling 
my men, even before myſelf. With all the 
ſpeed I could I joined him. Already we had 
more than equal numbers to engage; but 
the valour of my young friend was invin- 
cible : he was every where to be ſeen ftrew- 
ing havoc and deſolation around him, and 
let me hope, where all he held moſt dear 

{21 | was 
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was in danger, that the arm of (Clarendon 
Mas not idle; yet little had it availed its 
maſter, had it not been for the timely aid 
of Malcolm; and though too cruelly he af. 
terwards betrayed my unſuſpecting faith, 
yet ſhall my TONGUE: do Juſtice to his 
, 


[ « 1 — the leader of our 
invaders, and victory, after a hard fought 
battle, ſeemed inclined to favour me; but 
my adverſary, who forgot, or who perhaps 
never felt that the honor of a ſoldier is loſt 
when he takes odds againſt his antagoniſt, 
called loudly for aſſiſtance, and he called 
nat in vain, One of his vaſſals, who pre- 
ferred the ſafety of his Lord to his own ho- 
mour, raiſed high the brandiſhed ſword 
above my head, at a moment in which! 
was too deeply engaged with his ignoble 
maſter, to obſerve him; then had I fallen 
by a villain's hand, had not my noble friend 
| arrived to aid me: he law. the weapon 
288 5 fthreatening 


2 


or CLARENDON. 65 


threatening death; and in the moment of J 
a its deſcent he ſeized the coward's arm, and l 
with his own. ard ſtruck him to the 1 
x heart. 42 5 | | 
5 «« Now, my brave friends,“ he cried, | 
„ ſtrike home; you fight not with a ge- f 
nerous foe, but with a band of aſſaſſins, ; 
r whoſe only aim is the life of your lord :* | 
t like faſcination did his words operate on ; 
t the ſenſes of his hearers ; they did indeed Po 
Js ftrike home, they wo rhe woes men who 
i fight for death or r vitory: | ' 
„ | | 
0 as Cogent crowned our hopes: our 
* foes, ſuch as could effect their eſcape, fled x 
2 the caſtle; and the greater part unable, 4 
d though not unwilling, to follow the exam- 
[ 


ple of their companions, remained our cap» 
e tives, and amongſt the number was Allan, 
n Earl of Allanbank, the inglorious leader of 
d this clandeſtine and unmanly attack : he 
a WH had heard how we defeated the followers of 
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Lord Alva in our late engagement, and 


flattered himſelf with the hope of finding 


us elated with ſucceſs and lulled into ſecu- 
rity, and too deficient in courage to at- 
tempt an open attack; yet deſirous of ſig- 
nalizing himſeif in arms, he was perſuaded 
he ſhould find in us that which beſt ſuited 
his diſpoſition, an eaſy conqueſt. 

He was for the remainder of the night 
conducted to an apartment in one of the 
towers, from whence it was impoſſible he 
ſhould effect his eſcape; and on the enſu- 
ing day demanded an audience of we, 
which 1 CO with. 


« His pores was haughty and un- 
conciliatory : he heſitated not to avow his 


diſgraceful enterprize, and that the utmoſt 


of his endeavours ſhould be {till directed to 
the ſame purpoſe the moment he was at li- 
berty : for,“ added he, 1 had no wo. 


tive for 8 your houſe more than that 
1 have 
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[ have to all your ror TO but 1 have 
now the defire of rev guy” N 


. He oct by-Coinkeding the price 


of his ranſom ; and as his actions had not 


deſerved it, I affected not to treat him with 
liberality, I named the terms; to which he 
aſſented by a ſullen inclination of his head, 
and deſired to be reconducted to his priſon. 
« You have none, my Lord,” I replied, 
more confined- than the boundaries of 
this caſtle ; as far as that extends, you will 
oblige me by conſidering yourſelf at liberty 
to uſe your pleaſure,” 


He appeared not inſenſible that ſmall 
as this favour was he had not merited it; 
but he choſe not to acknowledge it, and 
was on the point of quitting the apartment 
when Malcolm entered it. Lord Allan- 
bank regarded him a while with a con- 
temptuous look ; at Jaſt addreſſing himſelf 
io me, © My Lord,” faid he, © this gentle- 

| man, 
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that he will not refuſe; and ever mulf 
Alva conſider it as a diſgrace | that he has 
been acquainted with one who {cruples not 
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man, 1 ſuppoſe, is your priſoner alſo p 
« T anſwered he was not: fortune had once 
given me an advantage, which I had the 
happineſs to make double in gaining Lord 
Alva for a friend,” 12 * 


1 1 ins indeed,” replied Lord Al. 
lanbank, it was Lord Alva; but that he 
ſhould wield his {word in the cauſe uf the 
enemy of Scotland, ſinks we ag my 
notice; l Know bim no longer. ! 


And he replied, Malcolm will conſider 
that as the only obligation  youy g offer 
ord 


to aſſume the cba of a coward.” 4 


4 The anſwer of "ey Allanbank was 
not leſs ſevere, though leſs merited ; and 
I knew not when the diſpute 'would end, 


I took every opportunity my power afford- 
E ed 


4 A 


1 ER 8 
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ed to put a period to a converſation equally 
warm on both ſides, but inefficient were 
my arguments; and a challenge to decide 
their quarrel by ſingle combat was given and 
received with equal diſuainand hauteur'on 
both ſides. 

© The ſituation of ard Allanbanks w: was 
a total impoſſibility to its being imme- 


| diately decided ; but the delay did not by 
any means appear to decreaſe their mutual 


animoſity. 


40 During his ſtay at the caſtle, it was 
impoſſible that Lord Allanbank ſhould not 
ſometimes meet with my ſiſter; for though | 
he at firſt totally eſtranged himſelf from our 
ſociety, he frequently met her in her ram- 
bles about the caſtle ; but his aſpe& had 
excited in her gentle boſom no ſentiments 
but thoſe of fear and diſlike of his fe- 


rocity. 


“ Different, 
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Different, very different from. theſe 
were the emotions ſhe occaſioned in his 
boſom. | 7 


On the firſt of his reſidence among 
us he had exprefled nothing but contempt 
and hatred for every thing around him, and 
conſidered every hour an ape till the ran- 
ſom could arrive, that was to free him from 
a roof he ſcorned ; but no longer was this 
the object of his wiſhes, no longer did he 
think the meſſenger tardy whom he had fo 
often threatened with death for his delay: 
he now courted our company: he was po- 
lite and attentive, nay even agreeable : he 
ſpoke not of his departure, though we were 
certain he had long fince heard from Scot- 
land, and his diſpoſition was not ſuch as to 
warrant a ſuppoſition of his vaſſals daring 
to diſobey his commands; and Lord Al- 
lanbank ſeemed to have loſt with his liberty 
not only every deſire to regain it, but even 
to have changed his diſpoſition. | 
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« The Baroneſs ſoon found reaſon to 
impute this extraordinary alteration to the 
attractions of Conſtance ; and fearful for 
her happineſs, ſhould ſhe unfortunately 
beſtow her hand on one whom we had ſuch 


indiſputable cauſe to think unworthy of 


her, we propoſed, without acquainting her 


with the motive, that ſhe ſhould return 


into Kent to the Earl of Dunbayne, who, 


defirous of ſeeing an only daughter of whoſe 
ſociety he had been long deprived, had 
really deſired her return might be fixed for 


an early period. But this propoſal did not 
by any means meet the approbation of 


| Conſtance ; and her earneſt deſire to con- 
tinue at Newcaſtle did but confirm our 


fears, that ſhe already too much approved 


the attentions which it was evident Lord 


Allanbank paid to her. 


The rumour of her leaving us was not 
lo ſecret, though the cauſe was unknown 


only to the Baroneſs and myſelf, as not to 
produce 
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produce ſome ſingular effects that I had 
not expected. 


„Lord Allanbank ſoon after informed 
me that his ranſom was arrived; but readi. 
ly accepted my offer of remaining at Dun. 
bayne Caſtle till it was agreeable to depart, 
« If,” ſaid he, my Lord, I continue till 
it is agreeable to depart, I fear you will be 
long incommoded with my company; for 
continued he, ſmiling, there is but one 
thing can make my departure pleaſing to 
me.” His words I did not clearly com. 
prehend, and much leſs his pleaſantry; but 
imputed it to the happineſs every mat 
feels at the approach of a long loſt bleſſing; 
for pleaſantry was not a part of the charac- 
ter of Lord Allanbank : I theught I could 
perceive in his manner that there was ſome- 
thing he he wiſhed to communicate. But 
the entrance of Lord Alva put a ſtop to 
our converſation, and | to his extraordinary 

good 
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good humour, which vaniſhed almoſt in 
the ſame inſtant. 


* This was ſurely, I thought, a morning 


of transformation ; for Malcolm, who was 
always chearful and good humoured, was 


now. ſo reſerved and unſociable, and ſeemed 
to look on Lord Allanbank with ſuch re- 
ſerve and ſuſpicion, that I much wiſhed they 
had never met. 


« Siace Lord Allanbank had changed 


his temper, they appeared to have forgot 


much of their former animoſity ; and had 
it not been for the uncommon good hu- 
mour of Lord Alva, I ſhould have ſuſpect- 
ed, from his behaviour, that he deſigned to 
provoke a quarrel. 


At length, to the great relief of Lord 
Alva, a domeſtic informed Allanbank his 
norfes were in waiting; and he took his 

Vol. II. - leave, 
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leave, telling me he ſhould not be long 


abſent. 


„When he had left the apartment, I 
could not help remarking the alteration of 
his manners: in the courſe of the conver. 
ſation mentioned his ambiguous expreſ. 
ſions, relative to his reſolution of leaving 


Dunbayne Caſtle. The brow of Malcolm 


was clouded with diſcontent. “ You have 


loſt,” ſaid he, your uſual diſcrimination, 
my Lord, er you could not fail to perceive 


the meaning of Lord Allanbank points to 
your lovely ſiſter: ſhe is the attraction that 


detains him here, and her ſociety that 
_ bleſſing which can alone make his return 


to Scotland agreeable; but I conjure you, 


| Lovel, if you regard the happineſs of Lord 
Alva, give not forever from his hopes all 
that can make him happy. Long have I 
loved your fiſter, long has that love made 
me a truant to my native home, and kept 


me here a ſlave, who did not even feel one 
wiſh 
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wich for freedom. Let not my friend ſuſ- 


pect me of unkindneſs, when I ow it is 
not him alone that has detained me here. 
Oh! Clarendon, long have I wiſhed, but 


dared not truſt you with the ſecret : but I 
feared that national prejudice might ſteel 
your heart againſt my ſuit; yet if you 
can ſo far forget it, give me your intereſt 
with the too lovely Conſtance.” 


« T told he had no oppoſition to appre- 
hend from me: he was in ecſtacies: a thou- 
ſand times he thanked me, and ſeemed no 
longer to entertain a doubt of being happy. 


c From this dream I was, however, 


obliged to rouſe my too ardent companion, 
by telling him that he had forgot that not” 
mine, but Lord Dunbayne's approbation 
muſt decide the event: © but,” added I, 


there can, I think, be little cauſe to 


doubt ; for to whom can he with more 
pleaſure refign the future protection of his 
| E 2 | Ganges 
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daughter, than to him to whom he is in. 
debted for the life of his ſon. 


« Taſk not for compliments, my Lord, 


my heart is intereſted, and I aſk for a re- 
ward. Then as I have nothing to beſtoy 


worthy your acceptance, | muſt endeavour 


to make my ſiſter pay my debts.” 


« The chearful ſmile that reſumed its 


wonted ſtation on the brow of Malcolm 


convinced me he was happy, and after a 


ſhort time we went to ſcek the ladies. 


ee We found the Baroneſs and Conſtance 
buſily employed in embroidering a veſt for 
Walter, in which he was to make his firſt 
appearance on his enſuing birth. day. Lady 
Clarendon propoſed a walk, and we left 


Conſtance, as was frequently the caſe, to 


be entertained by Malcom till our return: 
nor did we drop the moſt diftant hint of 


his wiſhes ; for I well knew that had the 
ſuſpected 
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{ſpeed their tendency, ſhe would not 
eafily have bcen prevailed on to ſtay. 


« We had not been abſent above half an 
hour before we were joined by them; and 
the joy that ſparkled 1n the eyes of Malcolm 
convinced me that his ſuit had not expe— 
rienced an unfavourable reception. The Ba- 
roneſs and myſelf in ſecret rejoicedat the diſ- 
covery, not only on account of our friend, 
but from the pleaſure we felt in finding we 
had been miſtaken in the object of her at- 
tachment., My ſiſter ſoon leſt us, and 
taking the arm of the Baroneſs, they ſtruck 
into one of the woods, and were ſoon out 
of fight, leaving Malcolm to inform me of 
his ſucceſs, and from whom I ſoon learnt 
that his miſtreſs had made no very ſtrong 
oppoſition to his hopes, except that ſhe did 
not chuſe to hear him till his addrefles had 
received my ſanction ; for Conſtance was 
above coquetry : ſhe loved Lord Alva, 
» us e e and 
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and was conſcious of no | reaſon why (he 


0 
ſhould deny it. ( 
| 

he Malcolm was now again all joy and c 
happineſs ; and while he enjoyed the ap. 1 
proving fmiles of his fair miſtreſs, he ſcem- WI | 
ed to forget there was a world beyond the r 
walls of Clarendon. From this ſtate of en- { 


v able felicity ! it was, however, neceſſary to x 
rouſe him. That he poſſeſſed the good 1 
opinion of myſelf and Lady Clarendon was r 


not {ufficient, the conſent of my father, | 
Lord Dunbayne, was indiſpenſably necel- r 
ſary ; and in a few days he took a reluc- MW t 
tant leave of the caltle, though it was ren- c 
dered leſs ſo by the faſcinating hope ot h 
ſoon returning to receive the hand of V 

Conſtance. 
„ Scarce was he departed, when I te— l 
ceived from my Lord Allanbank propolals r 
cd a similar tendency : “ he had,” he faid, v 
long tulpected chat it was the intention fl 
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of the Lord Alva to addreſs the Lady 


Conſtance, and as he wiſhed not to ſubject 


himſelf to the poſſibility of a refuſal, he had 


determined to be filent on the ſubject ; but 
as the recent departure of his Lordſhip had 
led him to ſuppoſe he might have been 


miſtaken, he could not help flattering him- 


ſelf with the hope of meeting with my ap- 


probation ; and concluded by acknowledg- 


ing, that it had been the force of his attach- 
ment that had ſo long detained him a wil- 
ling captive : he lamented the former fe- 
rocity of his deportment, and wiſhed me 
to believe it was occaſioned by the mortifi- 
cation he felt at the indelible diſgrace that 


he conceived he had incurred in being 


vanquiſhed 1n the fight, 


« ] believed as much of his excuſe, as 1 
had found reaſon in his conduct to autho- 
riſe; but as I wiſhed, if poſſible, to part 
with him on good terms, I appeared ſatis- 
tied, and contented myſelf with informing 
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him briefly of the ſuit of Malcolm, and of 


its good reception from my fiſter. Still, 


however, though his pride appeared preat- 
iy mortiſied at the preference ſhewn to his 


rival, he perſiſted in his ſolicitations to hear 


from the lips of Conſtance his future fate, 
felt that to permit him to addreſs her was 


a breach of faith to Malcolm; but as 1 had 


a ſincere belief of her conſtant adherence to 
i promile once given, I determined to in- 
troduce him to her, not doubting but that 


when once he had heard her determination, 


he would drop all further pretenſions to her 
favor. In this idea I was, however, de- 


ceived ; for after a long conference, in 


which he met with nothing but the moſt 


poſitive, though polite refuſal : he again 


| ſought me take his final leave; when he re- 
peated, that though Lady Conſtance had 
_ certainly been very candid in ber conduct, 
he could not help flattering himſelf that 
time might make an alteration in her ſen- 
timents greatly in his favor; or at leaſt, 
| though 
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though they might poſſibly remain unal- 


terable, her deciſions, ſomewhat perhaps 
too haſtily adopted, might not be deſtined 
to experience the ſame immutability; but 
as that was a bleſſing not yet to be ex- 
pected, he intended immediately to depart 
for Scotland, 


« ] heard his determination with plca- 
ſure, for Lord Allanbank was a man from 
whoſe acquaintance I ever turned with ſe— 
cret diſgult ; yet how he could poſſibly ex- 
pe& any favorable alteration to take place 


in the ſentiments of Conſtance during his 


abſence, I did not ſo clearly comprehend, 
or with to enquire, as it was certainly de- 
firable to ſay as little as poſſible on the ſub- 
ect; and perhaps many a one, conſidering 
his numerous diſagreeable qualifications, 
will think he acted wiſely, if he imagined 


that his abſence would be the moſt accept- 


able favour he could confer : for my part, 
| could not then have believed any man 
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capable of condeſcending to practiſe tlc 
deſpicable artiſices which he ſome time 
after adopted, in order to gratify his bound. 
leſs revenge. [If 


«© Not many hours after we had the phea- 
ſure to ſee him paſs the draw-bridge, fol. 
lowed by ſuch of his vaſſals as had ſhared 
in his captivity : he looked towards the 
caſtle as he paſſed through the court, and 
reſpectfully, though ſomewhat haughtily, 
ſaluting the ladies who were on the terrace, 
he paſſed out at the gate. The banners of 
Allanbank were once more unfurled before 
him, and was the ſignal for the approach of a 
numerous train of his followers, who had 
waited for his coming forth upon the plain 
to join the cavalcade, at the head of which 
he departed from the borders of Cum- 


berland. 


© We had now no wiſh ungratified, but 
for the return of Malcolm ; nor was that 
: | — long 
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long delayed: he arrived after an abſence 
of three weeks, but melancholy clouded the 
brow where mirth and happineſs had before 
reigned triumphant; and too ſoon we 
found that it originated in the diſapproba- 
tion of the Earl of Dunbayne to his pro- 
poſals : his objections were, in my opinion, 
founded on too weak a reaſon to be worthy. 
of the deciſion ; and that the happineſs of 
two individuals, who were ſo juſtly eſteem- 
| ed, might not be marred, while any thing 
in my power could poſſibly prevent it, I 
determined to pay a viſit to my father, and 
endeavour to gain his conſent to our united 
wiſhes.  «- 
dc Arr 

9 1 I dirty bent my way 
to his reſidence, at Huntingdon, where he 
then was, and left Lord Alva in the com- 
mand of the caſtle and followers - the 
protection of the Baroneſs and my ſiſter I 
was | allo well contented to reſign to one 
E G whoſe 
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whoſe inclination was ably ſupported both 
by courage and . 


| 09 On: arriving at Huntingdon, I found 
the Earl, as I expected, fixed on refuſing 


his conſent, yet hope led me to believe he 
might yield to conviction ; but hope had 
flattered me into a deluſive dream: the 
merits of Lord Alva certainly held a very 


different degree in our opinions. My fa- 


ther, who had ever been a zealous ſup- 


porter of the cauſe of Bolingbroke, every 
nobleman who ventured to contend with 
him was undeſerving, and this Lord Alva 
had dared to do repeatedly ; a conduct 
that certainly rendered him the more ami- 
able in my opinion, as a ſimilitude of ſen- 


timent will moſt undoubtedly never fail to 


endear the poſſeſſors to each other. But, 


excluſive of private feeling, Lord Alva had 
certainly acted as his duty as a ſubject re- 


quired, Henry had repeatedly infringed 
on the rights of the King of Scotland; and 
| he 
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he took up arms in defence of his un- 
doubted ſovereign, againſt one who, how- 
ever ſucceeding years might confirm in his 
throne, was then indiſputably an uſurper 
of another's birth-right.. 


«Twas true alſo that he had fought 


againſt my native country; but in ſo juſt a 


quarrel 1 ſhould certainly have done the 
ſame, The Earl, however, either could 
or would not be of my opinion, or acknow- 
ledge that his conduct was actuated by 
party prejudice : as the preſerver of my life, 
he owned himſelf unwillingly under obli— 
rations to Lord Alva, for his heart told 
him he was ungrateful ; but he could not 
give a daughter of the Houſe of Dunbayne 
10 an enemy of Henry of Lancaſter, 


As my endeavours were deſlined to 


be unſucceſsful, I prepared for my return to 


Newcaſtle ; and never before had ſo un- 
pleaſant an hour been paſled by the Earl 
and 
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and myſelf in the company of each other: 
for I candidly acknowledge, that, exclu— 
five of the intereſt I felt in the cauſe of 
Lord Alva, I was mortified at the indif— 
ference which my father appeared to feel for 
my preſervation ; nor could J endure the 


reflections that Malcolm mult make on my 


family, however the generoſity of his heart 


might induce him to conceal them: nor 


did the Earl appear to be a ſtranger to the 
ſame ſentiments; for though he was evi- 
dently under conſtraint in my ſociety, {lill 


would he form pretences to delay my leav- | 


ing him. At the concluſion of the third 
day | took my leave of Huntingdon, and, 
for the firſt time, wiſhed, when 1 bcheld 
my home, that my return could be de- 
layed. 


* My expedition had induced my be- 
loved friends to hope I came with joyful 


tidings ; bur, alas! too ſoon did the plea- 
ſure 


thi 
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ſure that beamed in their eyes at my ap- 
proach gave place to ſadneſs, 


« ] remarked to the Baroneſs the uncom- 


mon and ſettled melancholy that appeared 


to have taken poſſeſſion of the heart of 


Malcolm: ſhe told me (he had long ob- 
ſerved it ; and though the ſtrength of his 


attachment was indiſputable, ſhe did not 


think it was entirely on that account; ſince 
the time I had left the caſtle he had receĩiv- 
ed frequent meſſengers from Scotland: he 

at firſt appeared happy at the intelligence 
they conveyed to him; and oſten ſaid, that 
if the Earl of Dunbayne could be brought 
to entertain the ſentiments of Lord Bal- 
mano, his felicity would be certain: he had 
of late appeared leſs happy than uſual: in 
the preſence of Conſtance he was all gaiety 
and chearfulneſs; but when the Baroneſs 
and ſhe happened to be engaged in conver- 
fation, they frequently obſerved him pace 
the room with quick and unequal ſteps, 
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and ſpeak to himſelf with energy: he al. 
ways when noticed avoided any explana- 


tion, and only hinted that he mult fora 
ſhort time viſit Scotland at my return; but 


never aſſigned his reaſons even to Con- 
ſtance, who was on all other o:calfions high 
in his confidence. 


About a week after my return a meſ— 
ſenger arrived to Malcolm from Scotland; 


in leſs than ten minutes he entered F 
apartment: © My Lord,” ſaid hie,“ I come 


unwillingly to tell you 1 mult leave !”— 
Leave me, Malcolm! leave me ſo ſud- 
denly ! may be acquainted with the 


cauſe?“ . The cauſe,” he ſaid, “is ine- 


vitable; you will find it in this letter. Oh! 


Conſtance, mult I leave you, you whom! 


fondly hoped to preſcnt to the admiring 


Kkinſmen of my houſe ; muſt I forego that 


long, that dearly cheriſhed hope, and leave 


you, to become the wretched wife of the 


accurſed Allanbank ?” 
n e Never,- 
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« Never,” faid I, as I ſtarted from my 
(cat at the ſentence, “no, never, Malcolm, 
ſhall the hand of Conſtance be given to the 
man you name. Ah! Lovel, you ſpeak 
from the feelings of your own heart ; you 


be made uſe of.“ Should it be poſſible for the 
Varl my father (whom heaven is my wit- 
nets I think better of than to believe would 
act ſo unjuſt) be induced to exerciſe un- 
juſt authority, my ſiſter ſhall become my 
ae : I will protect her from one who 
f Will then forfeit all claims to her obedience. 


© Dear Lovel,” returned he, © the little 
portion of happineſs that can inhabit the 
breaſt of Malcolm you have reſtored : my 
departure cannot be delayed: I were in- 
decd unworthy of her love, could I enter- 
rain- ſuch an idea ; but be you her protec- 
” keep her from an alliance with any 
other, 


ue a ſtranger even to the idea of compul- 
ion“ —** Compulſion, Malcolm, never ſhall 
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other, and time, perhaps, may change the 
ſentiments of her too rigid father,” 


„The Earl of Balmano had ſent to re. 
quire the preſence of his ſon at the caſtle: he 
had twice been attacked by an unknown and 
formidable enemy, of whole ſpeedy return, 
though twice repulſed, they entertained no 
doubt: his clans were ſummoned, and 
nearly in readineſs ; but age and infirmity 


rendered the Earl unable to continue their 


leader, and to the arm of the youthful 


Malcolm he purpoſed to reſign the com- 


mand of his followers, 


« Malcolm was like many other people, 
who, receiving ſome little portion of com- 
fort in their afflictions, firſt think their ſor- 
rows are all at an end, and in an hour aficr 
figh for ſomething more; for he had ſcarce 
ceaſed to thank me for the good offices | 


had already promiſed him, ere he preferred 


another, and a much more ſerious requeſt: 
= | he 
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ne beſought me even with tears to conſent 
to his marriage being privately ſolemnized 
before he left the caſtle ; for he Alattered 
bimſelf that the partiality of the Earl to 
| Conſtance would ſoon induce him to par- 
don ſuch a ſtep : his object ions to him were 
not perſonal, but merely founded on his 
political principles; and on that ſubje& he 
determined, though he could not join him, 
at leaſt to oppoſe him no longer, by taking 
any active part againſt the intereſts of 
Henry, 40 


« To this propoſal how could I well ob- 
jet; I was myſelf too happy with the wo- 
man of my choice, to oppoſe with much 
reſolution the happineſs of two beloved 
triends, whoſe future felicity depended on 
_ each other: I ſaw them on the brink of 

miſery, merely through caprice, and ſaw 
that I could ſave them; and I yielded to 
the entreaties of Malcolm more from pity 
than from a conviction that 1 was acting 
right ; 
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right; for certainly in the diſpoſal of Con- 
ſtance, the pleaſure of herſelf and my ſa— 
ther ſhould alone have been conſulted. 


, however, convinced him that it 
would be better to let her remain with us 


til his return, and with much difficulty 
prevailed on him to delay the marriage till 
that time, when I ſolemnly promiſed to re— 
ſign her to his future protection, and wait 
for ſome favorable opportunity to make the 


diſcovery to the Earl of Dunbayne, till 


when it was propoſed to keep it ſecret from 
every inhabitant of the caſtle, except the 
Father Auſtin, Alas! continued the Ba- 
ron, how anxiouſly did ] endeavour to gain 


Malcolm to my opinion; and with what 
reluctance did he yield to my arguments, 


fatal arguments, that failed not to involve 
in endleſs miſery my unhappy family. 


* In the ſpace of about two months he 


returned to us; but dejection was ſtill, if 
— 
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poſſible, more ſtrongly depicted on his 


face. To my enquiries concerning his fa- 
ther, he anſwered, that the Karl was better 
than he had been, and his enemies no 
more. A deep ſigh accompanied the latter 
part of his words, which I need not ſay I 


found a difficulty in comprehending. 


« Does Malcolm grieve,” ſaid I, © that 
the enemies of his houſe are vanquiſhed ?” 
—*© ] do ſincerely, my Lovel.”—<© I do 
not underſtand you ; but, perhaps, when 
you have ſaid all you are thinking of to 
Conſtance, a rational friend will find you 
ſomething more comprehenſible.” 


At the mention of her name he chang- 
ed colour, and, with ſome embarraſſment, 
enquired if ſhe was ſtill at the caſtle. 


Could you think me, Malcolm, ſo re- 


gardleſs of my friend's happineſs, and my 
own honour, as to break my word, and let 
her go before your return ? though, truſt 
me, had it been long delayed, I ſhould 


have 
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have found ſome difficulty toencounterinthe 


performance of my promiſe; for yeſterday 
'brought a CONN from the Earl for her 


immediate return.“ — Know you the rea- 
ſon of that order, Lovel? Does he ſuſpect? 
* No, truft me, it is, I fear, a ſtill more 


ſerious buſineſs; no other, as I underſtand, 
than a propoſal of marriage from the Lord 


of Allanbank.““ 


“% Curſe on his name,“ ſaid Malcolm. 
« But tell me,” he continued, with emo— 
tion, „what reception does his ſuit meet 
from the Earl of Dunbayne ?” 


] fear, my Lord, he does not encoun- 
ter his diſcouragement ; though knowing 
my ſeatiments, he has not condeſcended to 


explain his.“ 


The agitation of Lord Alva was be- 
yond deſcription ; his face was the picture 


of deſpair and frenzy. But I knew the im- 
petuolity 
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petuoſity of his diſpoſition, and imputed to 
nothing more than a momentary impulſe of 
paſſion and contempt. 
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« He was about to ſpeak, when the door 
was gently opened, and the Baroneſs enter- 
ed the apartment, followed by the bluſh- 
ing Conſtance, on their return from their 
evening's walk : they had heard of his ar- 
rival at the caſtle, and the Baroneſs came 
to welcome her gueſt ; nor could politeneſs, 
or we may perhaps ſay inclination, permit 
her fair companion to leave her, - 
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*« At the appearance of his future bride, 
every trace of diſcontent was baniſhed from 
the brow of the happy Malcolm; paſſion 
was no more, and every unpleaſing recolW/ 
leftion ſeemed forgotten, while he contem- 
Plated the enchanting ſmiles of his fair and 
gentle miſtreſs, He entreated me for the , , 
performance of my promiſe, and begged 
ihe marriage might take place chat evening. 

Conſtance *. 
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Conſtance objected to ſo much haſte : (he 


trembled too at the thoughts of her father” 
diſpleaſure. But on the Baroneſs remark- 
ing that (ſhould Lord Dunbayne diſapprove 
of the refuſal ſhe had ſent to Lord Allan- 


bank's offer, and inſiſt on her return, ſhe 


would probably be obliged to ſubmit 
ſhe ceaſed to object; and Malcolm utter 
ing a curſe on his name, which even the 
preſence of the ladies could not reſtrain, he 
took the hand of his fair bride, and follow- 
ed the Baroneſs through a ſecret paſlage to 


the chapel of the caſtle, whither I ſoon after 


conducted the good Auſtin ;-and with no 
other company preſent did Malcolm te- 
ceive the hand of Conſtance of Dunbayne. 


% In about three weeks time we received 
an invitation from Lord Dunbayne to viſi 


him with Conſtance, who he wiſhed to te- 


turn as he had heard ſhe was not well; and 
ſhe had now been ſome months abſent from 
him : indeed fince the loſs of Lady Dun- 
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bayne, ſhe had been almoſt a ſtranger to his 
houſe ; and as he declined in life, and took 
a leſs active part in public, he wiſhed for 
her ſociety : he by no means diſapproved 
her refuſal of Lord Allanbank, and aſſured 
her he had not the moſt diſtant idea of 


forcing her inclinations with regard to any 


matrimonial connections. 


TFThis ſeemed to be the propitious mo- 
ment for the diſcovery of her marriage; and 
we agreed that Lord Alva ſhould accom- 
pany us into the neighbourhood of Hun— 
tingdon, from whence, if the Earl received 


news not unfavourable, we were to ſend 
for him to join us; and if otherwile, he 
might be near to claim his bride, and con- 


dud her to the manſion of his father, who, 
we were led to believe, knew and approved 
of the alliance. 


« Conſtance trembled as we approached 
near to the concluſion of our Journey, and 
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to prevail on her to alight from her horſe 


The Earl, however, bore the diſcovery bet. 


was no other than a wiſh he exprefled that 
the marriage might remain a ſecret ſtill. 


ſtowed your ſiſter upon one who deſpiſes 


given him of her prudence, his honour is 
in unſafe hands; but be aſſureq, Lord 


it required all the addreſs of the Barone, 
when we reached the gates of the abbey, 


ter than could have been expected, and 
even conſented, at the requeſt of the Ba- 
roneſs, to admit Lord Ala, to his pre- 
ſence. 


«© He came, and, except one propoſal 
made by him to Lord Dunbayne, all ſeem- 
ed to go well. This ill-timed propoſition 


„The pride of Lord Dunbayne was 
alarmed. ** You have done well, Sir,” he 
cried, with indignation, “ you have be. 


her : he fears, from the example ſhe has 


Alva, you cannot be more aſhamed to own 
her 
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her for your wife, than I am that a child 
of mine ſhould wed an enemy of her 
country.” 


« I was myſelf but little leſs offended 
than my father ; nor was the cheek of Con- 
ſtance untinged by what ſhe could not help 
feeling as an affront. Lord Alva perceived 
he had gone too far; but dctermined to 
carry his point, he apologized in the po- 
liteſt terms to the Earl, proteſting he could 
never intend an affront, or wiſh, on his own 
account, to conceal his alliance with a fa- 
mily that did him honour : he had been 
led into the error he had committed by the 
anxious defire he felt to merit his appro- 
bation : he well Knew, he ſaid, how much 
the Earl deſired to preſerve the friendſhip 
of the royal Henry, which he fo greatly 
merited ; and as the King would, no doubr, 
diſapprove the marriage, he had merely 
mentioned his wilh to conceal it, till the 
neutral ſyſtem that he intended to purſue 
F 2 „„ 
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I ſhould cauſe more probability to hope he 
would not extend his diſpleaſure. to Lord 
* 


« Had Lord Alva been in the habit of 
ſtudying my father's temper from his ear- 
lieſt infancy, he could not have hit on ſo 
certain an expedient to calm the anger 
he had raiſed : all offence was imme— 
diately forgotten, and. gave place to an ar- 
dent hope of converting Lord Alva, and 
conſequently all his connections, to a cauſe 
in which he could never diſcover a fault; 
he agreed to the propoſed concealment 
with avidity, and had in one half hour ſo 
completely changed his ſentiments, that he 
abſolutely binted that nothing leſs than a 
deſite to bring him into diſgrace at court 
could have made me blind to the utility of 
the meaſure. 


« ] now ſaw Lord Alva every day grow- 
ing ſtronger in my father's favor, and 
hoped. 
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hoped their happineſs was fixed for ever. 


Alas! I was never more miſtaken than in 


the preſent inſtance ; for a diſcovery was 
about to take place that for ever excluded 
peace and felicity from the family of Lord 
Dunbayne. 
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« COME aflairs in the North had ſud- 
denly compelled the Earl of Allan- 
bank to quit England, before he could be 
made acquainted with the determination of 
Conſtance, though ir was not by his good 
pleaſure that it was left to her choice; for 
he. had ſpared no pains to convince Lord 
Dunbayne, that if he approved his ſuit 
that was ſufficient. 


« On his return he immediately waited 
on Lord Dunbayne, to know the reſult of 
his embaſly, 


„ The 
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« The agitation of Lord Alva, on his 


name being announced, cannot be exprel- 


ſed; nor could I poſſibly comprehend what 
he could have to fear who was already ſe— 
cure of her he loved: he implored the Ear! 


in the moſt earneſt manner to be careful 


of the ſecret, {till alledging the fears he en- 


tertained of his incurring the diſpleaſure of 


his ſovereign. My father entertained no 
ſuſpicion, but left the room to attend Lord 
Allanbank, with the aſſurance that he 
would be mindful of his requeſt. I con- 
fels I did not feel ſo well contented ; 1 
could not help thinking there muſt be 
ſome cauſe that intereſted his feelings more 
than it was likely that which he had alledg- 
cd as his reaſon could do; for, during the 
abſence of my father, his confuſion was fo 
evident, that it became abſolutely impoſ- 
ſible to pals it over in ſilence. 


— 


Conſtance, with the tendereſt anxiety, 
enquired the cauſe: he wrung her hand, 
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and while the tears that trembled in his 
eyes almoſt deprived him of the power of 
utterance, entreated her to leave him, 
* Your preſence, lovely Conſtance,” ſaid 
be, „wounds me to the very ſoul ; leave 
me, leave me, if you have any pity for my 
{ufferings.” It was the cuſtom: of his fair 
wife never to diſpute the will of her Lord ; 
and never till the preſent moment had ſhe 
found obedience a painful taſk : ſtill ſhe 
held the hand ſhe had taken, and ſtill ſhe. 
lingered as loath to leave him in an hour of 
ſorrow : but on the repetition of the com- 
mand, in a voice of more authority than! 
had ever heard him ſpeak with, ſhe ac- 
quieſced in filence, though hardly would 
her finking ſpirits ſuffice to ſupport her 
| trembling frame; and as ſhe left the room, 


he caſt a look ſo full of mild commiſera- 
tion on her huſband, as recall ed him to a 


| ſenſe of his ungentle treatment: he caught 
her by the hand, © Forgive me, deareſt 


Conſtance: ſay but you pardon me, wretch | 
that 
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that I am, to bring affliction to one who 
has ever yielded even her own wiſhes to 
my caprice.” —** Nay, my good Lord, for- 
bear, tis I muſt be the petitioner for par- 
don; I was to blame, perhaps, to urge you 
by my enquiries.“ —** O God, that 1 could 
call ſuch excellence my own,“ ſaid Mal- 
colm, as he ſtruck his forehead with an 
agony of paſſion to which J believed him 
to have been a ſtranger.— Your own, my 
Lord,” faid Conſtance : O Holy Mary, 
fare his ſenſes fail him.“ “ No, Con- 
ſtance, no, they do not; but ſay that you 
are mine, and bleſs me with forgiveneſs.” 
Need I to ſay, my Lord, I am your 
wife ; nor heaven nor earth can part us.” 


„Then Malcolm may defy misfortune. 
But, hark !—the voice of Allanbank —O, 
Conſtanee, ſhun his preſence; fly and con- 
ceal thy fatal beauty from his fight.” The 


wildneſs in his looks was ſufficient to inſure 


her compliance ; and ſhe haſtily left the 
room, terrified at his aguation. 
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« It was impoſſible to be an indifferent 
ſpectator of ſuch a ſcene as this; and I took 
the earlieſt opportunity that her abſence af. 
forded to bes he would explain the mean- 
ing of it. 


« Aſk me no queſtions, Clarendon,” he 
cried, “too ſoon, perhaps, may time diſ- 
cover all.“ 


te And why ſhould Lord Alva be ſo much 
afraid of diſcovering his marriage with the 
daughter of the Earl of Dunbayne ?” 


„ Ah! ceaſe, for heaven's ſake ceaſe : 
alas! it is them who will, perhaps, too 
ſoon deſpiſe the wretched Alva.“ 


“In vain did I urge him to be more ex- 

plicit. He intreated me, in ſuch moving 
accents, not to wound his heart by the en- 
qviry, that I was obliged to acquieſce, and 
ſat in ſilence wang the return of my fa- 
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ther; while Malcolm continued to pace 
the apartment apparently loſt to reaſon, ex- 
cept when now-and then he heard the ap- 
proach of a footſtep, when he would ſtart 
with evident confuſion, and asgit died 
away again fall into the ſame melancholy 
muſing. | 


Suddenly the door was thrown open 
with violence, and my father entered : rage 
was depicted on every feature of his face. 
« Lord Alva,” ſaid he, I have heard that 
which, if true, I heſitate not to ſay, ſtamps 
villain on your name for ever. I have been 
told you are married to the ſiſter of the 
Earl of Allanbank ; yet I have kept my 
word, I have not divulged the ſecret, the 
diſhonourable ſecret I promiſed to con- 
ceal. I could not wound the feelings of 

the lady. Speak, do I wrong you?“ 


“Lord Alva, with looks of diſtra&tion, 
fell at his feet: My Lord, you do not; 
2 F 6 Il confeſs 
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I confeſs it all; yet hear me: did you but 
know the arts that have been practiſed | 
to“ “ Villain, 1 know too much, riſe and 
defend your life.” —©* No, my Lord,” ſaid 
I, be mine the taſk of avenging my ſiſ- 
ter's injured honour.” Follow me, Lord 


Alva. 


«© Never,” replied he,” © never will 1 lift 
my arm againſt Clarendon.”'—** Then bear 
the name of coward to thy grave. From 
you I can bear even that ; for well you 
know [ deſerve it not: in a good cauſe my 
arm ſhrinks not from the combat; but my 
cauſe is bad, and I will never add an in- 
jury where I have already heaped too ma- 
ny.“ If,” replied I, © nothing can de- 
fend thy branded name, inſtantly quit the 

caſtle. I would not turn aſſaſſin; but, be- 
lieve me, I cannot anſwer for myſelf.“ 


« Oh ! let me take one et look at 


Conftance, and I go for ever.“ 5 
| % No, 
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« No, you behold her no more; you 
muſt depart, Lord Alva; already has the 
dear, unhappy girl more miſeries to en- 
counter than her heart will be able to ſup- 
port.” But vain were my arguments, he 
heeded them not, but ruſhing paſt before 


] was able to prevent him, he entered the 


chamber of my ſiſter, whom he found to 
all appearance lifeleſs in the arms of the 


Baroneſs. Lord Dunbayne had, in the firſt 


impulſe of his paſſion, too unguardedly in- 


formed her of the fatal diſcovery ; and ad- 


ded, if it could be poſſible to add to af- 
flict ions ſuch as bers, by commanding her 
immediately to prepare to leave his houſe 
for ever ; he reflefted not that ſhe was in- 
nocent and deeply injured, but regarding 
her as one who had brought diſgrace upon 
the family, determined no more to ſuffer 
her in his preſence, - 


The frantic ravings of Malcolm ſoon 


recalled her to a temporary ſenſe of her 
own 
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own miſery- Severe was the ſtruggle be. 
tween her reſolution and her love; yet to 
ſee him, whom ſhe had been accuſtomed 
to believe her huſband, and not endeavour 
to mitigate his ſufferings, was not in the 
power of her gentle nature; and, forgetfy! 
of her injuries, ſhe did and ſaid every thing 


in her power to calm the perturbation of 


his mind. 


She at length aroſe, and throwing her 
arms around him, “ Dearly beloved Mal. 


colm,” ſaid ſhe, receive this laſt em. 
brace, and may heaven forgive this breach 


of modeſty : farewel, my Lord, Ah ! ſtil 
let me call you mine; and if it will afford 
you any pleaſure, be aſſured you have my 
pardon, and that the remainder of my life 


(which may heaven in its mercy il orten) 


| ſhall be employed in prayers for your hap- 
pineſs: but in this world we part for—ever, 
the would have ſaid, but her tongue faul- 
27 3 07 e ered, 
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tered, and the ſentence died away un- 


finiſhed. 


«© She took the arm of the Baroneſs, and 


attempted to leave the room; but Malcolm 
claſped her in his arms, and again detained 


her. Oh! Conſtance, ſay not for ever; all 


other miſeries than that I could endure with 


patient reſignation but thy loſs ; it is not 
to be thought on, and preſerve my ſenſes. 
Nay, turn not from me, Conſtance ; I con- 


jure you, hear me: that accurſed marriage 


that tears thee from my arms is neither 
binding in the eyes of God or man, I 
could divulge a tale would render me, un- 
happy as I am in having injured thee, 
dearer than ever to thy gentle boſom : I 
was betrayed, compelled, without the li- 
berty of choice, to give the hand, even at 
the time plighted to thee ; but long k will 


not be their dupe; nor ſhall the arts of the 
perfidious Allanbank wreſt Conſtance from 


me: 
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me: a diſpenſation from this unlawful 
marriage ſhall make me thine again,” 


« Alas! my Lord, no more, it is im. 
poſſible ; no earthly power can releaſe you 
from your firſt marriage; and I corjure 
you, if you love my peace, not to attempt, 
even could the diſpenſation that you men. 
tion be obtained, it were in vain. Could 
that releaſe you from a ſacred promiſe, or 
baniſh from my mind certainty that ! 
uſurped another's right? and ſhould be {ill 
unwedded. Think too the public diſgrace 
you bring upon my name, for fame will 
babble it throughout the world ; and let 
that one conſideration induce you to forego 
your purpoſe : for ſolemnly I vow, much 
as my ſoul ſhrinks at the thoughts of ſui- 
cide, not to ſurvive the hour that Malcolm 
- Publiſhes the diſhonor which my too heed- 
leſs heart has brought uren the Houle of 


Dunbayne.“ 
% The 
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The ſolemnity of her manner convinc- 
ed him of her determination being fixed; 
nor could I myſelf, though I admired and 
approved her conduct, forbear ſhuddering 


at the reſolution with which ſhe vowed to 
live an alien to all ſhe loved on earth: yet 


her ideas were too juſt to admit of a poſſi- 


| bility of diſputing them; for certainly ſhe ' 


could not, after ſuch a tranſaction, have 


lived his wife with honor. But when we 


conſider the certainty of the diſpenſation 


being granted, and the ſtrength of her at- 


tachment, we muſt acknowledge that few 


at her early years would have had the reſo- 


lution to make ſo great a ſacrifice at the 
ſhrine of honor. 


te The diſtraction of the luckleſs Mal- 
colm is undeſcribable: he wept, he raved, 
he imprecated curſes on his head, till ſpent 
with agitation he ſunk into my arms, ſtill 
claſping the hands of Conſtance to his ach- 
ing heart. 
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mM 1 pity to them both, though my 
heart bled at their ſufferings, I tore him 


from her; for ſince ill fortune had decreed 


their ſeparation to be inevitable, it could 
not be too ſoon. 


The Baroneſs, with the tendereſt care, 


led Conſtance to her chamber, where in a 
few ſhort hours a delirious fever rendered 
her removal impoſſible. 


© The horſes of Lord Alva were at the 
gate, and thither I conducted him. Un- 
fortunately as we paſſed along he heard the 
unhappy ſituation of my fiſter, and 2 
ſince we detained him from her fighr, t 
die within the walls that withheld her In 
his arms. 


© The threats he uttered, and the at- 


tempts he made to deſtroy himſelf, induced 


me perhaps.to do. too much (ſuch at leaſt 


it was afterwards conſidered ); and I ac 
Sg Ou companied 
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companied him ſome miles, till I could 


conſign him to the care of a mutual friend, 


who, I hoped, would be able to reconcile 
him to life. 


« I might perhaps be wrong, and many 
| am ſenſible will blame me for my con- 
duct; but the life of a fellow-creature ap- 
peared in danger ; it was the life too of him 
who, at the hazard of his own, had preferv- 


ed mine, and who, till the preſent fatal in- 


ſtance, had ever acted with a deportment ſo 
truly amiable and prepoſſeſſing, as had 
raiſed him an intereſt in my heart, which I 
own with ſhame, ſpite of my injured honor, 
he ſtill retained ; and reſentent was more 
than halt abſorbed in jpity : and let the man 
who never fel: for any thing but honor, and 


its harſh decrces, queſtion my conduct; to 


him I only anſwer, that his heart has never, 
perhaps, experienced the delightful ſenſa- 
tion of ſocial and univerſal love for his fel- 
low-creatures—a love that teaches us, while 

| we 
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we ſhun and lament their errors, to ſhare 
their ſorrows as our own, and, ſpite of per. 
ſonal injury or inconvenience, to uſe our 
utmoſt ſtretch of abilities to recommend the 
diſcontented heart to itſelf. 


« On my return home I met with what 

I had no doubt reaſon to expect, for I had 

certainly deſerved it, the ſevere diſpleaſure 
and reproaches of my father; and 1 there. 

fore bore it with patience. 


He ſtill infiſted that Conſtance ſhould 
depart the caſtle; and I immediately ſent 
orders to prepare for our reception at New- 
caſtle, to which place I deſigned to carry 
her, till the diſpleaſure. of the Earl ſhould 
be abated, which I did not doubt would be 
ſoon, for he had ever been ſtrongly attach- 
ed to Coniftance, and would, I was per- 
ſuaded, when his firſt agitation was ſoothed 
by time, regard her more as an object of 


his pity than reſentment. 
5 4 Things 


OF CLARENDON. 117 


« Things were in this train when my 
elder brother, the Lord Henry, returned 
from France, whither he had been to aſſiſt 


the young Dauphin's birth. 


ſiſter, and as Lord Alva was of a family equal 


ver made any remarks upon it ; but that in- 
deed was not a cauſe of wonder, for where 
his pleaſures or his pride was not in danger, 
Lord Henry was not in the habit of di- 
- WH fiurbiog the ſerenity of his hours by inter- 
) WR fering in family concerns: he did, however, 
d Wl juſt recollect having heard ſomething of 
© ſuch an event, and before he had been ar- 
„tired more than eight or nine hours, after 
the important buſineſs of dreſs was com- 


d pleted, and he had in a whiſper, loud 


of enough to be heard, remarked to me that 
the old gentleman (fo he called the Earl) 
vas deviliſh bad company; he condefcend- 
ed, 


at the grand tournament given in honor of 


« He had heard of the marriage of his 


in rank and honors with our own, he had ne- 
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ed, by way of converſation, to enquire the 
particulars of his fiſter's ſettlements, and of 


Lord Alva's titles, and taſte in dreſs and 
horſe capariſons. 


« He might as well have rouſed the 
ſleeping lion, as talk on that ſubject to 


Lord Dunbayne: he gave him, however, 


as well as revived paſſion would allow, an 
account of the whole tranſaction, not with- 


out many a ſevere hint as to the part the 


Baroneſs and myſelf had acted in it. 


« As long as he thought proper to con- 
fine his reflections to me only I found no 
fault; but I did not confider Lady Claren- 
don as ſubject to his authority, and I heſi- 
rated not to avow my opinion. 


c My brother ridiculed, ſomewhat im- 
pertinently, my defence of my wife, and 
ſeriouſly demanded what ſatisfaction bad 


been taken for the affront given to the fa- 
| mily ; , 


% 
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| mily ; and on being informed of particu- 


lars, he very liberally beſtowed on me the 


epithet of every thing that was diſgraceful 
for not having taken his life any how. 


« Never,” ſaid I, will I take advantage of 
the man that is not in a ſituation to meet 
me on equal terms, I own too I pity Lord 
Alva, and could not pierce the heart of one 


who has been to me as a brother, however 
juſtly I might be offended with him. But 


you, Henry, you have no ſuch ties. Chal- 


lenge him then openly to the deciſion of 


the combat, and the loſt fame of Con- 
ſtance ſhall be revenged. | 


To this propoſal Lord Henry replied, 


by ſaying I was wiſe to get rid of employ- 


ment I had not courage enough to under- 
take ; but, for his part, though the affront 
merited death, he did not clearly compre- 
hend why he who was not concerned in 


the affair ſhould hazard his life on the oc- 


caſion. l 
cc This 
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“ This anſwer, from one who had been 
ſo wonderfully proud of his honor, did 
not fail to excite my warmeſt indignation, 
and I heſitated not to tell him ſo; to which 
he moſt tauntingly replied, that to con- 
vince me of his courage, he would revenge 
on me the injuries of his ſiſter, to whom in- 
deed they were alone to be imputed ; and 
he did not doubt that if 1'was ſuffered to 
take her back to Newcaſtle; it wauld be for 
no other purpoſe than to favour a corre- 
ſpondence, or perhaps the continuation of 

connection between her and Lord Alva. 


« Such an inſult ated like electricity 
upon my temper ; all but this 1 could have 
borne : but even from my father himſelf I 
could not I think have forgiven it, in the 
heat of paſſion that his words had occaſion- 
ed. I bluſh to ſay I was provoked to ac- 
| cept his challenge. More than half way 

had my hand drawn the deadly weapon 


from the ſcabbard ; and had it not been 
1 8 ; for 


I 
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for the interpoſing arm of Lord Dunbayne, 
1 might, perhaps, at this moment, have to 
reproach myſelf with having lifted mine 
 againlt the life of an only brother. 


« At his command I ſheathed my wea- 
pon in filence, and I thank heaven that in- 
ſpired me to do ſo. I extended my hand 
to Henry, but he waved his with ſcorn, 
ſaying, that only at the command of his 
father he forebore to ſeek revenge; but 
friendſhip from that hour he renounced for 
ever. Be it, ſaid I, as Lord Henry has de- 
termined. The tear ſtarted in my father's 
eyes, but he was filent : he could not, after 
what had paſſed, expect a ſecond advance 
from me; and from my brother, he knew 
too well it was fruitleſs to expect it. 


* To continue under the ſame roof with 
him, and not be daily in his company, was 
impoſſible, without entirely deranging the 
cuſtoms of my father's houſe : this J did 
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not wiſh upon any account to do; nor 
could 1 for a moment think of living 45 


uſual with a man who had behaved in {0 


unwarrantable a manner. I therefore ac. 
quainted Lord Dunbayne with my deter. 
mination to depart; and alſo, that as the 


manlion at Newcaſtle was an undoubted 


part of Lord Henry's inheritance, 1 ſhould 
no longer think of reſiding there, 


« The Earl ſeemed greatly to approve 


the latter part of my reſolution, and offered 
to purchaſe an eſtate for me in any part of 


England IT would fix on; though it was 


his wiſh that the Baroneſs and myſelf would 
reſide with him the reſt of his days, and 


make whatever arrangements I thought 


moſt conducive to the pleaſure. of m yet 


and family. 


* „Happy as J could have been in com- 
plying with his requeſt at any other time, 


l not ſay it was s impoſſible to do ſo 


NOW. 


10r 
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now. I thanked him for the kindneſs of 


his offers, but declined accepting them, as 
I had juſt then in the right of the Baroneſs 
become poſſeſſed of the Caſtle of Claren- 


don ; and thither, I informed him, it was 


my intention to retire. 


I wiſhed to make my ſiſter our com- 
panion, for 1 felt that I had, though inno- 
cently, contributed to the arts by which 


| ſhe had ſuffered in conſenting to the private 


celebration of her marriage ; and unwilling 
to depart without her, I ventured to aſk the 
pleaſure of the Earl as to her future diſ- 
poſal. 


„ muſt acknowledge, my ſon” ſaid he, 
that the unhappy affair of your fiſter has 
almoſt robbed me of my reaſon, and had 
too nearly deprived you of my regard ; but 
your brother's conduct has had a different 
effect to that which I ſuſpect it was intend- 


ed to produce: it has led me to cool 


G2 reflect ion: 
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reflection, and reflection tells me you de. 
ſerve not the treatment you have met with, 

and which I thank you for enduring as you 
have done; for I am not ſo little acquaint- 
ed with your feelings, Lovel, as to imagine 
even fora moment that any thing but con- 
ſideration for me could actuate your con- 
duct: your obſervation is certainly juſt that 
to your brother Lord Henry belongs the 
taſk of demanding reparation. You can- 
not meet Lord Alva. The puſillanimity 
of Henry's conduct is but too conſpicuous, 
and I much fear he has a greater deſire of 
ſeparating me from my other children, than 
any real concern about his fiſter. With 
regard to his infamous infinuation as to 
your motive for receiving her into your fa- 
mily, I deſpiſe him for the thought; and 
you will very much oblige me by letting 
ner remain with you as long as it ſhall 
pleaſe her. In the company of the Ba- 
roneſs ſhe will meet comfort and protec- 
tion; and though the latter might be in 
my 


OF CLARENDON, | 123 


my power to afford her, the former ſhe ne- 
ver could enjoy, where every hour ſhe would 
be ſubject to the inſults of her brother; and 
as to any anger | have ſhewn her, I ſincere- 
ly lament it, and every thing that I can do 
to make her happy ſhall attend her. The 
ſtory of her unfortanate marriage is yet un- 
known; and much as I wiſh for revenge 
on Lord Alva, my reaſon tells me our ho- 
nor is leſs tainted by the concealment of 
the whole tranſaction, than it could be even 
by his death, as that could not be effected 
without divulging her diſgrace. | (hall 
therefore take no notice of Lord Alva's 
conduct; and from your brother we have 
no reaſon to apprehend reſentment, ſince 
he ſeems more inclined to talk of honor 
than fludy to preſerve it. 


126 THE ANCIENT HOUSE 


CHAT 


HESE affairs once adjuſted, in 3 
few hours I took my leave of Hun- 
tingdon: my brother I beheld no more 
and the Baroneſs kindly undertook. to wait 
till the health of Conſtance ſhould be ſuffi- 
ciently recovered to follow me to Claren- 
don, which I found in no very proper ſtate 
for their reception : it had been much ne- 
glected by its late owner, and was in a very 
ruinous condition. This was, to be ſure, 
a moſt uncomfortable change in our houle- 


hold for the Baroneſs ; but the goodneſs of 
| her 


OF CLARENDON. un 


her heart made her contented, ſince it af- 
forded the means of making Conſtance leſs 
unhappy, to whom indeed, when abſent 
from me, her hours were all devoted ; nor 
did ſhe, I flatter myſelf; beſtow her atten- 
tions on an ungrateful heart. 


« We frequently heard ſrom Lord Dun- 


bayne, who, notwithſtanding the efforts of 
Lord Henry to the contrary, ſecmed great- 
ly diſpoſed to pity and pardon Conſtance; 
and at the expiration of about three months 
he ſent me word, that if we were ſuflicient- 
ly ſettled in our new abode to render a viſit 


from him no particular inconvenience, he 
would be at Clarendon in a very ſhort. 


time. 


« You may be ſure that no objection was 


made on our part to the propoſal ; but the 
Earl had waited not the return of his meſ- 
ſenger, for in leſs than ten days he foided 
to his heart his lovely daughter. 
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« He told me on his arrival that it had 
been his intention to bring me another vi- 
ſitor, for it was his wiſh to ſee all his chil- 


| dren united; but Lord Henry had not only 


retuſed to accompany him, but uſed every 
argument in his power to prevent the Earl 


flom viſiting r me. 


« He continued with us near a month, 
and before his departure ſettled on Con- 
Fance an ample proviſion : he often paid 
us an occaſional viſit; and I believe nothing 
but the attachment that bound him to the 
ſervice of King Henry prevented him from 
reſiding entirely at the caſtle, 


& About the time of his firſt coming to 
Clarendon, I received a packet from an un- 
known hand, which on perufing I found, 


to my infinite ſurprize, came from Lord 


Alva, containing an apology, if an apology 
there could be made for his late conduct, 


and explaining the meaſures that had been 


made 
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made uſe of in order to compel him to 
marry the ſiſter of his profeſſed enemy, 


Lord Allanbank. 


« 1 enquired of the peaſant that deliver- 


ed it from whence it came, and was told 


that a young ruſtic, who worked for his fa- 
ther, had entreated him to give it into my 
hands when he ſhould be gone out to 
work. 


« Curioſ ity urged me to ſee this un- 
known, and I told the peaſant I would be 
at his father's cottage about ſun ſet in the 
evenings 


SN © The young man departed, and as ſoon 
the ladies were retired to evening veſpers in 
the chapel, I bent my ſteps to the cottage 
behind the woods. 
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CHAP. XII. 


HE good old peaſant delivered me 
a note which, he ſaid, his young 
man had left upon the table ſoon after his 
ſon had returned with my meſſage: that he 
then went out as uſual to the fields, as he 
ſuppoſed, to work ; but when evening came 
on, not ſeeing him about the cottage, he 
concluded he muſt have entered ſome other 
way unſeen, and going to call him to par- 
take of their little ſupper, he found the 
paper and a quantity of pieces of gold coin, 
both which, he aid, muſt be meant for me; 
for 
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for as to the paper he could not underſtand 
it, and the gold was not for him, as he owed 


the good lad more than two nobles for 
working for him, and he would have given 


ten rather than loſe him, for he was the beſt 
natured youth in the neighbourhood, and 
played the prettieſt melancholy tunes, as 
his ſon ſaid, on the pipe that were ever 


made, though, for his part, he never heard 


him, for he only played when he thought 
nobody obſerved him; and he would fre- 
quently ſteal out of the cottage at night, 
when every body elſe was at reſt, and wan- 
der about for hours, but his walks always 
lay towards the caſtle, where he would 


throw himſelf on the ground under the 


thickeſt buſhes and ſoftly play upon his 
pipe till the day-light compelled him to 


return, which he generally did with tears. 


in his eyes. My dame, continued the old 
man, would often queſtion him about his 


ſorrows, and tell him ſhe was ſure he was, 
in love with ſome unkind maiden, who. 
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ought to bleſs the day ſhe ſaw him firſt ; 
but he would never confeſs, and I ſaw it 
' troubled him to be queſtioned, fo I left off 
enquiring, and he did as he pleaſed ; for he 
was ſo mild, it was impoſſible, an't pleaſe 
you, my Lord, to be angry. 


] was not a little rejoiced to hear that 
the paper was not underſtood at the cottage, 
for it contained an account that the ſup- 
poſed peaſant was no other than Lord Alva, 
who, wretched when baniſhed from Con- 
ſtance, had aſſumed that diſguiſe, and ap. 
plied for employment in the neighbour- 
hood, in hopes that he might one day ob- 
tain a glimpſe of her. 


fn this, however, he had been difap- 
pointed, for a report of her death had been 
in circulation previous to her leaving Lord 
Dunbayne's reſidence; and as it was her 
determination never again to appear in 
public, it had, at her deſire, been inqui- 

| 15 triouſly 
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triouſly propagated, and ſhe was ſo cloſely 


ſecreted in the caſtle, that even my own do- 


meſtics knew not that ſhe was there, and no 
perſon but one youngſmaid, in whoſe fidelity 
ſhe had great confidence, was permitted to 
ſee her, except Father Auſtin, whom 1 had 
ſent for from Newcaſtle to be my chaplain 
at Clarendon, 


e Tn conſequence of this arrangement 


Lord Alva had never ſeen her, though of 
her being in the caſtle he was certain, as he 


had followed her and the Baroneſs from 


Lord Dunbayne's in the ſame diſguiſe, till 
he beheld them enter. He ſaid, that on 
| hearing I intended coming to the cottage 
he had left it, as he could not endure the 
thoughts of ſeeing one whom he had fo 
deeply injured : he begged I would fee 


that the cottager had the gold; and that 


ſhould I ever hear of his wandering about 
my domains, I would take no meaſures to 


prevent him, as he aſſured me on his honor, 


if 
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if in that I could yet repoſe any confidence, 
he had not the ſlighteſt intention of diſtreſ- 


ſing Conſtance by a diſcovery of who he 


was; for to ſee her, though even at a dil. 
tance, and to be aſſured that ſhe was well, 
was all the happineſs his heart was capable 


of feeling. 


ce I with ſome difficulty prevailed on the 
cottager to accept his money ; and after 
leaving a note for him in caſe he ever called 
again to inform him how Conftance was 
ſituated, and the little probability there was 
of his ſeeing her, I returned to my-cham- 
ber to peruſe my packet. But,” ſaid the 
Baron, it grows late, my friends, let me 


hope Sir Raimond, and you too Edgar, 
will be our gueſts to- night; we will ad- 


journ to our repaſt, and to-morrow will 
e my N FFF He FA 


2A. 


The Baroneſs joined in | The requeſt af 


r Lord, and the youths needed no great 
force 
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force of perſuaſion to oblige themſelves. 
After ſupper Editha tuned her harp to the 
praiſe of warriors that were now no more : 
Maude joined in the ſong : the young men 
glowed with the hope that they might one 
day thus be praiſed as monuments of worth 
and valour; and the Baron, while he liſten- 
ed with delight to the noble deeds of his 
anceſtors, forgot the ſorrows which the re- 
collection of the paſt revived in his boſom : 
the amiable Baroneſs beheld the change 
with gratitude to heaven, and pleaſure 
beamed from every eye of this little family 


party. 


It was late ere they retired to reſt; and 
as they parted for*he night at the head of 
the great ſtairs, they whiſpered to each other, 
as they caſt many an anxious look along 
the paſſage of the North Gallery, that to- 
morrow they ſhould know all ; bur little 
did they ſuſpect the nature of the ſecret to 
which that morrow was deſtined to give 
birth, 

The 
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The youths roſe early. on the enſuing 
morning to partake in the pleaſures of the 
cCuhace; but the ſpirits of the Baron beat not 


in uniſon to amuſement: his thoughts were 
ſeriouſly employed on the changes and al- 
terations in his family to which a few hours 


might probably be witneſs, and he paſled 


the day in the caſtle, 


»Twas late in the noon ere they returned, 
and it was not till the evening that the Ba- 
ron purſued his narrative. ** I promiſed 
you,“ faid he, * laſt night that I would this 
day ſatisfy your curioſity reſpecting the fate 
of my ſiſter Conſtance ; and though it pains 
my heart to recollect her ſufferings, you 


ſhall be indulged : but to do that 1 in a man- 


ner to be clearly underſtood, it is proper 


that you ſhould be previouſly acquainted 


with the contents of Lord Alva's packet, 
and that I may. not fall into errors I will 
read the original.” So ſaying, he took from 


his 
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his cabinet a bundle of papers, and read as 


follows: 


From MaLcoLMu, of ALva, ſo the LorD 
CLARENDON. 


Not daring any longer to addreſs vou 
as my friend, yet anxious, if poſſible, once 


more to make you ſo, I have intruded, 


Lord Clarendon, on your leiſure ſome ac- 
counts that may at leaſt prove, I hope, 
ſome, extenuation of the wrongs I have 
done you. Long, Lovel, very long have 
| been a wanderer near your dwelling, and 


ſeen from a diſtance the man I had not re- 


ſolution to addreſs ; but worſe than that has 
been my torments, 1 know that the caſtle 
contains my Conſtance, yet heaven, as if to 
add to my miſery, keeps her an alien from 
my eyes. 


„Oft when the weight "of my misfor- 


tunes have at times too heavily oppreſſed 
"EX _ 


* 5 N by * 
a; Fx. "= % 
* and _— 


| 


mung, T———ñ —— —— — e ee ee 


+ * * 


— 


133 THE ANCIENT HOUSE + 


my almoſt diſtracted reaſon, I have endea- 
voured to obtain relief from preſent afflic- 
tions, by retracing the days which are paſt, 
alas! for ever: yet why ſhguld I regret 
them? are they not charged with guilt, 
chat by far overbalances their pleaſure? and 


have they not involved in miſery one whoſe 
| happineſs is infinitely more dear to me than 


was in the happ' it days the life of the too 
wretched Malco. n. 


oy "Wa are alto, my Lord, but too well 


acquainted with the conſequence of my ac- 


tions to need a repetition of them; but you 
are {till ignorant of the principal occur- 


rences that led to them; and it is to give 
you that information I have ventured to 


diſturb your repoſe, by the recollection of 
one ſo juſtly hateful to you. 


ce Vet, I confeſs, I have entered on this taſk 


more from the hopes of exciting your pity 
than to eſcape your reſentment, 


6 You 
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. ff ge ated es ey + 


«« You are no ſtranger, my Lord, to the 
repeated meſſages that J received during 
your Lordſhip's abſence at Newcaſtle from | 
Scotland, and the reluctant leave I took at 
your return. Thoſe meſſages were from 
Lord Balmano, my father, to acquaint me 
that he was aflembling his clans in conſe. 
quence of ſome hoſtile preparations mak- 
ing by Lord Allanbank, whole caſtle was 
at a very {mall diſtance from cur domains, 
and which bore a ſtrong appearance of being 
cdirected againſt his poſſeſſions: of theſe 
appearances he ſpoke, however, of things 


| that were in no great ſtate of forwardneſs; 
nor did he by any means require my im- 
= mediate return, for he well knew the charge 
) you had intruſted me with, and his honor. 
f revolted from the idea of ſoliciting me to 


quit fo honorable an appointment, till your: 
return enabled me to ſurrender it into your: . 


. hands: he knew alſo, Clarendon, of the 
j love I bore your charming fiſter ; and, 


ever indulgent to my wiſhes, he determined: 
not 
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not to tear me from her beloved fociety till 
_ neceſſity required the lacrifice. 


*« About three days previous to your ar- 
riving at the caſtle, with the moſt unwel— 
come tidings that ever reached my ear, 
again J heard from him; but his intelli- 
gence was not like the former: he inform- 
ed me that the caſtle of Balmano had been 
attempted in the night by his unmanly 
neighbour, who gave no other reaſon for 
his hoſtilities than revenge to me, 


„ He had, however, been defeated with 
much loſs ; but Lord Balmano had in the 
action received a wound in his fide, which 
rendered him totally unable to take any 
active part in a ſecond attack, an event of 
which no one entertained the leaft doubt 
but it would ſoon take place, and for which 
reaſon he was under the neceſſity of requeſt- 
| Ing my return to head his forces: he added, 
5 report had for ſome days ſaid Lord 


Allanbank. 
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Allanbank was abſent on ſome ſecret expe- 
dition, but it 'was regarded as a ſtory cir- 
culated by himſelf, in order to lull him and 


his followers in ſecurity, and render the 


caſtle a more caſy conqueſt, 


EM A thought of joining my father 
immediately ; for as you had no attack to 
apprehend from any but Lord Allanbank, 
who appeared to be too buſily, employed in 
Scotland to make his appearance before Cla- 


rendon, I imagined the caſtle cou'd not be 


in much danger, particularly as you was ex- 
pected to return in a day or 1wo; but when 
I read the conjecture of Lord Balmano, as 
to his ſuppoſed abſence from Scoiland 
being a deception, my ſentiments were 
changed, I believed him to be at that hour 
not only from his caſtle, but meditating an 
attempt on Clarendon, and that his hoſtili- 
ties towards my father was merely a feint 


to draw me from the honor of protecting its 


lovely inhabitants. The more I conſidered 
the 
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ed in my opinion, and I diſpatched the 
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his eyes to conceal the ſtarting tear. A 
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the circumſtances, the more was I confirm. 


meſſenger to ſay that I would certainly ſet 
forward for my father's reſidence on the 
third day :—facal determination, ah! why 
did I ſuffer delay to involve me in years of 
never-ending miſery, 


On your arrival you may remember 
acquainted you with the neceſſity of my de- 


parture, and entreated you to let me make 


the amiable Conſtance my future compa- Ml | 
nion. Ever indulgent to the man you ho- 1: 
noured with your friendſhip, you conſent- t 


ed; but actuated by motivesof (ſuffer me to J 
ſay) miſtaken prudence, you gave it on the | n 
hard condition that it muſt be delayei til 
my return,” 


„ Miftaken indeed,“ mid the Baro, 
while he fighed, and paſſed his hand acro!: 


ſoon 
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ſoon as he had recovered his voice he re— 


ſeated himſelf, and continued as follows: 


* Hard was the taſk of leaving her be- 
hind, but duty prevailed ; and bleſſed with 


what I regarded as a certainty of ſoon cal- 


ling Conſtance mine, I yielded, though re- 
luctantly, the long- cheriſhed * of pre- 


ſent felicity. 


« With ſweet deluding hopes of future 


happineſs, T ſet forwards for my native 


land, conſcious of nothing under heaven 
that could diſturb my ſchemes of happineſs. 
It I had concealed from you my true opi- 


nion of Lord Balmano's danger, believe 


me had no other reaſon than a fear of. ap- 


pearing to make a merit of having waited 
your return, with the intent of encreaſing 


the partiality already too liberally beſtowed 


on me. 


Cruſhed 


5 — — 485 — oP —_— 
on 5 — KEF 8 * 2 > 
” E + Rte * >: 
We, oa YH — 5 -_ Y - 3.514 
E 2 r > & Fs > xo Re Ion, 9 p 
. — W « 5 * 4 2 1 
4 - . pai s r 5 yo 
. * — p bs 
al N - 


— * 6 £4 ” * 
— ü — XZ * — , > 
3 2 1 — _ I dt I Y * D * — 5 
1 2 © wh ” , oy OY * . 
ä a ou ot” 


— „ 
- 3 "wg 
"IE 


| 
$ 
* 


* „ 2. " 
Fo = 
— PIs VP A. 


DET IONS ae rs. 


—— —— 2 


S It 9} 


_ ; 


h LS 3 
TT — 
r A : 


25 ſa os ye { 


— — 
Be... TS hes. 1 


SIP IEF 4 


3 
. . 


ä——U— Ce ns rn is „ 


S 


—— SY 
— alias 
— 2 


FC 


3 
by. 


—_— 7 * 
Py OR. > pr * 
3 2 1 


2 IG * 
. PIES - n 


— 


* 7 PU EY RR IG 
PP 


Co DEE erer 


* 
-_ 
__ — * - oY nou #-p 
— 9 * 4 > 
Oo, Sen een Oo — 
21 
— 
* 


144 THE ANCIENT HOUSE 


* Cruſhed were the fond aſpiring hope, 

of my youth on entering the Caſtle of Bal. 
mano: no longer did the high hung bay. 
ners of my anceſtors wave on the lofty 
| battlements; the gates were uncloſed, 
the porte-cullis demoliſhed : no longer did 
the wary centinel watch the approach of 
the enemy, or the ſoft notes of minſtrel; 
harp ſalute the arrival of the welcome 
viſitor. 


e Within the caſtle all was correſpondent 
to the deſolation that was viſible without: 
in vain I walked from room to room, in 
_ expectation of meeting ſome one who might 
be able to explain the dreadful myſten 
that on every ſide ſurrounded me. 


No ſound was returned to my repeated 
call, but the melancholy echo of my own 
voice, and now and then the ſound of dil- 
tant footſteps that appeared to fly from my 


approach. | 
. & After 
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te After having wandered, without meet- 
ing a human being, through every well- 


Jan. known apartment, once appropriated to the 
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ofty uſe of my family, I entered the wing of the 
od, caſtle inhabited by the ſuperior domeſtics ; 


did 


EE 


and after a tedious and fruitleſs ſearch, I at 
laſt arrived at the door of an apartment 
which I recollected to be that of the chap- 
lain, and from whence it was eaſy to per- 
ceive I ſhould have been excluded, had it 
not been for the inability of its poſſeſſor to 
make it ſecure. 
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in At a diſtance I perceived the venerable "3 
lit man, fitting apparently in no ſmall appre- jy 


henſion as to who it might be that was ap- 
proaching; but his alarm ſoon gave place to 
pleaſure on perceiving it was me. 
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: At my requeſt he informed me of the | 


misfortunes that had involved our houſe in 
7 deſolation. | | 
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On the day after the Earl's laſt meſſige 
had been diſpatched to me at Clarendon, a 
large party of Lord Allanbank's vaſſals, led 
by himſelf, ſurrounded the caſtle. My fa- 
ther, though confined to his bed, prepared 
to meet him on the firſt alarm, and inſiſted, 
contrary to the firſt entreaties of his faithful 
domeſtics, on leading the engagement in 
perſon. : 


The arrival of the enemy had been too 
ſecret to admit aſſembling more than half 
the vaſſals, and the numbers were conſe— 
quently very unequal, The conteſt had 
not laſted long before Lord Allanbank pre- 
ſented himſelf to my enraged father : with 
moſt unmanly tauntings he told him his 
ſon did well to avoid an enemy he dared 
not meet ; and much did he commend the 
| prudence of my caution. Rouſed by the 

unmerited inſult, Lord Balmano told him 
that he believed nothing but the certainty of | 


his ſon” sabſence, and his own. ill health, had 
made 
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made him venture to appear at the caſtle. 


Many words paſſed not on either fide : the 
{word was indeed the readieſt mode of de- 


ciding the diſpute, 


This was the termination that the 
proud Peer wiſhed for : he knew the Lord 
Balmano was not recovered from his wound; 
and, excluſive of that circumſtance, his age 
rendered him no equal aflailant. They 
fought—need I ſay my father was not deſ- 


tined to be the victor; no, he was van 


quiſhed, he, Clarendon, who never yielded 


to an enemy, was vanquiſhed in defending 


the honor of an unworthy ſon ; yet let me 
recal the word, I was not then undeſerving 
his good opinion: J had not then wronged 


you, and my lovely Conſtance. He fought 


till rendered inſenſible from loſs of blood, 
he fell, and, I thank heaven, that even by 
that means, he was ſpared the pain of 


yielding. 


H 2 © After 
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After that unfortunate event, conti. 


nued the good Prieſt, never more did my 
revered Lord enter this caſtle, for Lord Al- 
lanbank commanded that he ſhould be car. 


ried to his manſion of Melville Abbey ; but 


not without oppoſition was this unwarrant- 
able order carried into effect. 


& Such of his followers as had ſurvived 


the fight ſwore never to abandon him alive 


or dead, but to detain him at the caſtle, or 


loſe their lives. Even I, my Lord, whoſe 
calling forbade to wield the weapon of de- 
ſtruction, forgot my holy profeſſion, and 


lent the Jittle aid I could afford. Alas! 


our efforts were in vain, our numbers nc- 
ver equal (for we had no other guards at 
the caſtle than ſuch as were always on duty, 
and thoſe now greatly reduced were com- 


pelled with grief to behold him borne away, 


Mill inſenſible of his ſituation, and ſur- 


rounded by a numerous train of his ene- 


my's followers). 
« Lord 


OF CLARENDON, | 149 


„Lord Allanbank ſtaid only to diſ- 


mantle the battlements, and the banners 


were carried before him to Melville Abbey. 
Such of the martial vaſſals of my Lord as 
were ſtill capable of making any reſiſtance 
to his will, he commanded to be conducted 
priſoners to his reſidence; but the ſervants 
of the houſchold, whom he conſidered as an 
incumberance, were to continue here; and 
as he was pleaſed to expreſs much contempt 
for my ſelf, I was to do the ſame. 


« I pleaded, my Lord, pleaded even to 
the foe of the Houſe of Balmano, to ſhare 
the fortunes of my Lord; I need not ſay in 


vain, for it was to the unfeeling heart of 
the Lord of Allanbank. As to the domeſ- 


tics, when once he was gone, they little 
heeded his orders ; and I believe there are 
not more than twenty left who have not 


fled the caſtle, fearful of his return; but 


never ſince that ill-fated day have 1 heard 
any n from Melville Abbey. 
=Y - And 
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* And one thing that has not a little 
amazed me is, that no attempt was made to 
plunder the caſtle of any thing of value; 
nor did he once even appear to think of 
gaining che treaſures, 


Imagine, if poſſible, Clarendon, the 
ſituation of my mind, to behold the well. 
earned banners of a long line of noble an- 
l ; ceſtors torn from our poſſeſſion, and the hi- 
l  therto untarniſhed honors of our houſe laid 
1 in the duſt by an inſulting and an inglo— 
rious enemy. No clan in readineſs to aſſiſt 
me in avenging the inſults offered to my 
father, and worſe than all, no poſſibility of 
obtaining any certain account whether he 
yet ſurvived, of which, from his health and 
= ſituation, there was but too much cauſe to 


doubt. 


| * 


* « It was, however, neceſſary that ſome | 
method ſhou!d be adopted to attempt his re- 


i leaſe without delay ; and the few domeſtics 
who 


who yet inhabited the caſtle were ſoon, by 
Father Anthony, informed of my return, 
by whom I was inſtantly ſurrounded, all 
eager to teſtify by their attention to me 
the love they bore to their abſent Lord. 


« immediately gave orders for the ac- 
commodation of the little train of followers 
that had been my eſcort ; and as they were 
too much fatigued to undertake any enter- 
prize till they were reſted and refreſhed, I 


employed the remainderof theday in ſending 


to require the immediate preſence of ſuch 
of our clans as reſided on the more diſtant 
parts of the domains of Lord Balmano ; 
and by the morning's dawn I found aflem- 
bled 1n the caſtle court a party nearly to the 


amount of three hundred, all eager to con- 


tend who ſhould be foremoſt in reſcuing 
their beloved maſter from captivity, and 
congratulating each other in having once 
more a commander to lead them to re- 
venge. 1 
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But the battle ſo earneſtly deſired was 
deſtined never to come to a deciſion, and 
I who believed myſelf to be at the ſummit 
of all human miſery, was ſoon deſtined to 
experience far more diſtreſſing trials, 


CHAP, 
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CHA F. 2M 


„N the day fixed for our attack on 
Melville Abbey, about two hours 
previous to the commencement of our 
march, I received from Lord Allanbank a 
meſſage to ſay that if I wiſhed or intended 
the liberation of Lord Balmano, it could be 
effected by no other means than private 
conference ; for ſhould the fortunes of the 
fight be mine, the hour that rendered him 
incapable of detaining his captive ſhould 
end that captive's life, and that he was 
ready to grant an interview whenever I 
thought proper to requeſt it, | 
H 5 <« Inſolent 
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*« Infolent and unfeeling as this meſſage 
was, there remained not any alternative, 
and I ſent him word that on his granting 
hoſtages for my return, I would be at the 
Abbey the ſame day; he complied, and I 
ſet forward for Melville Abbey, attended 
only by the accuſtomed number of do- 
meſtics. 


« HI did my fpirit brook ſubmitting 
even for a moment to the proud inſolence 
of ſuch a man ; but the ſafety of my father 
was in his power, and who could tell of 
what iniquity he might not be guilty : ! 
therefore determined to bury in my o.’ 


| boſom my reſentment, till the liberty of 


Lord Balmano ſhould enable me, without 
end ingering him, to take that revenge on 


Lord Allanbank his conduct merited. 


« On my arrival, 1 found him as I ex- 
pected, haughty and reſerved; and as I 
wiſhed not to be _—_ than I could help 
wWoith 
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with a man I deſpiſed, I demanded to be 
informed for what purpoſe he had wiſhed 
a conference, and by what means I was to 
obtain the liberation of the Earl my father ; 
if it was a ranſom he required, though his 


victory, which had been obtained by trea- 
chery, entitled him to none, it was ready. 


« Without noticing the remark, he ſaid 
that the proſpect of gain was not the object 
of his confideration ; but that as he doubted 
not an interview with my father would be 
agreeable, he would, before we proceeded 
to Buſineſs, direct an attgndant to conduct 


me to him. 7 


$1 bowed my aſſent in ſilence, and fol- 
lowed thedomeſtic with an agitation greater 
than | had ever before experienced; yet 
would my thoughts ſometimes wander to 


the conduct of Lord Allanbank, from 


whom I had but little reaſon to expect ſuch 


an offer of conſideration and civility, But 
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my reverie was but of ſhort continuance 
for the ſervant, after ſecuring every apart- 
ment through which he conducted me, ar- 
rived at laſt at a ſmall door, which he 
opened, and reſpectfully bowing, told me 
I was now in the chamber of the Earl, and 
' withdrew, 


„ 


8 


%] looked anxiouſly round for my fa- 
ther, and beheld him lying extended on a 
couch at the further end, with no better ac- 
commodation than a hard matraſs, and his 
perſon exhauſted by illneſs, in conſequence 
of wounds which had never been properly 

attended to, for fear of diſcovering in what 
; part of the caſtle he was confined. 


WI need not ſay he was rejoiced at my 
unexpected appearance ; but it was the 
flecting joy of the moment, and inſtantly 
vaniſhed, on a ſuppoſition that I was too 
Ons his W 


„ Long 


” 
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Long had he flattered himſelf with the 
hopes of my avenging the inſults he had 
received, and it was more than he could 
ſupport to behold me in the power of his 
enemy; the thought became too powerful 
for his weakened frame, and he fainted in 
my arms. The horrors of diſtraction crowd- 
ed round me ; in vain did I attempt his 
recovery ; every effort was unattended with 
ſucceſs, Unable to quit him to ſeek aſſiſt- 
ance, I knew not what to do; and I called 
| loudly for help, without entertaining the 
ſlighteſt hopes of obtaining it: yet in that 
I had dared to think heaven had forſaken 
me: aſſiſtance came—1t came, Clarendon, 
in the form of one who, if it had not been 
for the idea of Conſtance, which never eyen 
for a moment left my mind, I ſhould have 
thought an angel, 


© A lady entered at the ſound of my 
voice : the reaſon of my alarm needed not 
an explanation : ſhe left the apartment in 


haſte, 
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haſte, but ſoon returned attended by a 
young maid, who brought ſome reſtoratives 
which, with the moſt anxious ſolicitude, 
they gave the Earl, and to my inexpreſ— 
ſible delight, I beheld they were not ad- 


miniſtered in vain, 


« As ſoon as tranquillity was in ſome 
meaſure reſtored, I obſerved that Lord Bal. 
mano and his fair phyſician were no ftran- 
gers to each other, and that ſhe attend- 
ed him with the tender aſſiduity of a 


daughter. 


E When he was tolerably reſtored, ſhe 


was about to retire from the apartment; 


but at the earneſt entreaties of my father 
ſhe with reluctance turned to receive the 
thanks of his ſon ; and to the Lady Anne 
of Allanbank I found he was indebted for 
every comfort, few as they were, thßt he en- 
44008 in his confinement, 15 


e 
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« Yet, let not my expreſſions under-rate 
the merit of her ſervices; though they were 
trifling, they were all her circumſcribed 


power would allow her to beſtow; and 


had they been treble, ſincerely do J be- 
lieve, her benevolent heart would have re- 
joiced in affording them; ever ſince ſhe had 
been acquainted with his place of confine- 
ment, which was near her chamber, ſhe 
had, by means of a ſecret entrance, to 
- which her brother was a ſtranger, been his 
almoſt daily viſitor, in order to bring him 


ſuch nouriſhment, ſuitable to his condi- 
tion, as ſhe could procure, without incur- 
ring the ſuſpicions of Lord Allanbank, 


whole diſpleaſure ſhe ran the greateſt riſk 

of drawing on herſelf, if diſcovered, and on 

whoſe caprice ſhe had the unſpeakable 
misfortune to be wholly dependant, 


Our converſation was deſtined to expe- 
rience a moſt unwelcome, as well as unex- 


pected interruption, by the ſudden entrance 
of 
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of the Lord Allanbank ; rage was depicted 
on his. countenance, when he turned his 
revengeful eyes on the trembling and af. 


frighted Lady Ann, whoſe abſence he com- 
manded in the moſt ungentle accents, ad. 


ding, that till now he d1d not believe her 
capable of leaguing with his Profeſſed and 
hated enemies. 


No ſooner had ſhe quitted the apart. 


ment, than he gave me to underſtand I 


was his priſoner; it was true, he obſerved, 
I had entered his gates, on the aſſurance of 
his word of honour for my ſafe return, but 
that the baſeneſs of my conduct, inattempt- 


ing to ſeduce his ſiſter from her duty, to 


become the abettor of Lord Balmano's flight 
to ſave his ranſom, rendered it an indiſpen- 


ſible meaſure that I ſhould either conſent to 


an immediate marriage with her, or conti- 
nue his captive till I could, (as he added 
with an inſulting ſmile) find ſome more 


eligible plan for my releaſe. 


At 
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At the concluſion of his ſpeech, to which 
my indignation left me without the power of 
replying, he quitted us, giving ſtrict orders 
to ſome of his vaſſals, who were ſtationed 
at the door to guard us at the peril of their 
lives, and alſo on their duty, to take care 
we held no conference with any one what- 
ever. 


Jo deſcribe the anguiſh I felt at the idea 
of my ſituation is impoſſible ; to know my- 


ſelf in the power of an inſulting enemy, 


nor dare to treat him as he merited, leſt it 


ſhould produce ſeverer ſuffering, if that 


was poſſible, to my almoſt expiring fa- 
ther; and, more ſevere than all the reſt, 
to behold him daily ſinking to the grave, 
without being able to procure him the aſ- 
ſiſtance he ſo much wanted. 


A thouſand times did I regret that a 
falſe notion of honor had prevented my 
application to * Sovereign to demand his 
releaſe; 
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releaſe; then might he at this moment 
have been bleſt with health, and I at li- 
berty to ſeek revenge; but pride had whiC. 
pered me, that to take any other means 
than thoſe of arms, would be an everlaſting 
ſtain upon the honor of a ſoldier's name, 
and the thought had been rejected as ſoon 
as formed; long too did I entertain the 
hopes that my faithful domeſtics would, 
on their return, arouſe my followers to at- 
tempt my deliverance, and well I knew 
they wanted neither courage nor capacity 
to undertake it. 


„Vet the revolving Sun, day after day, 
ſunk on my diſappointed hopes, yet Kill 
the dawn renewed them, till, wearied out, 
I at laſt ventured to enquire of my guards, 
who bad hitherto preſerved uninterrupted 
filence, the fate of my faithful domeſtics, 
and was told, with the moſt malicious fa- 
tisfaction, they ſhared my luckleſs fortune, 

„„ and 
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and were all cloſely confined in a diſtant 
part of the building. 


« The laſt hope had now forſaken me; 
and unable longer to ſupport the contem- 
plation of my father's ſufferings, I at laſt 
determined to conquer, if poſſible, my in- 
dignation, and reſtore him to liberty by 
any means; for this purpoſe I demanded 
an audience of the Earl, that I might be 
informed by what means it was to be ob- 
tained, 


« His anſwer was, that the means were 
doubtleſs in my power, but that he ſhould 
in a few moments be with me, for ſo great 


was his caution, leſt we ſhould diſcover in 


what part of the Caſtle we were confined, 
and attempt an eſcape, that it was his fixed 
determination never, on any occaſion what- 
ever, to ſuffer us, even for a moment, to 


quit the ſmall boundary of our priſon. 
| « He 
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He was for once true to his promilc, 
and added to my torments by appearing ir in 
my preſence. 


« He briefly informed me, that an alli. 
ance with the Lady Ann, was the only 
terms on which he would liſten to an ac. 
commadation, and that on my conſent io 
that, I ſhould directly be at liberty to de. 
part the Caſtle with the Earl, my father; 
but without it, never, he ſaid, by every 
thing ſacred, ſhould either of us again 


| breathe the air of freedom, ſhould you, he 


continued, efiect an eſcape, which is, 1 be- 
| lieve, an abſolute. impoſſibility ; that mo- 
ment ſhall terminate the exiſtence of your 
father, Think on my words, Lord Alva, 
and think alſo, that they will never be re- 
tracted but by your marriage with my ſiſ- 
ter: the Houſe of Allanbank is not tainted 
with diſhonor, and ſhe has long regarded 
you with a degree of partiality too great for 


her, unſolicited, to beftow—Speak, my 
Lord 
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Lord Alva, ſhall we be friends or ene- 
mies “ Enemies till death,” ſaid I, 
« That may not then, perhaps, be long,“ 


' replied Lord Allanbank, and he glanced a 


look of dreadful import at Lord Balmano 
25 he left the room, 


« Too well did I underſtand the me- 
nace, but entertained not an idea of his 
daring to put it in practice, till carly on 
the following morning we were informed, 
by his order, that the Earl muſt prepare 
to die that evening, unleſs I choſe to ac- 
| cept the terms already propoſed, which 
it was now in my power to do, for the 
laſt time. Not daring to reflect on 


what I did, I gave my reluctant promiſe 


towed the Lady Ann; but ſcarcely had 


the fatal words eſcaped my lips, before the 


image of my lovely Conſtance preſented 
tlelf to my tortured remembrance, and 
often was I on the point of retracting, but 
the idea of my father dying, and dying too 
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while it was in my power to ſave him, 1; 
often drove the reſolution from my tongue. 


en leſs than an hour, during which 
time ] paced the apartment in all the ago. 
nies of deſpair, I received a meſſage from 
the Earl to join him in the next chamber 
where he was waiting my approach, attend— 
ed only by the Chaplain and the unfortu- 
nate Lady Ann. - 


© An univerſal tremor ſhook my frame, 
when J reflected, that a few moments only 
would intervene, ere I mult reſign the hope 
of calling Conſtance mine for ever; and 
| at the moment that the Prieſt joined our 
hands, I involuntarily withdrew mine. 


« The Earl obſerved, and could ill brook 
the affront: Lord Alva,” ſaid he, if 
you repent your promiſe, you are for me 
at liberty to break it; but, depend on 


it, I ſhall keep mine; the {un that ſets this 
evening 
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evening is the laſt that ſets on Lord Bal- 
mano's exiſtence.” | 


« At that cruel moment, Clarendon, I 
heard my father, in the height of delirium, 


calling on me for liberty and revenge ; I 


know not what I did ; again I offered my 
hand ; the terrified Ann endeavoured to 
conceal the tear that glittered in her eyes, 
fearful alike of offending him who was 
now, and him who would be ſhortly the 
controuler of her deſtiny ; the fatal cere- 
mony again went on, and ſealed my doom 
for ever. Could I do leſs in ſuch a ſitua- 
tion? Aſk your own heart, Clarendon, 
could you have acted otherwiſe ? ” 


No ſooner was the ceremony paſt, than 
| demanded the reſtoration of my father, 
and was informed that we were now at li 
berty to depart, and the ſooner the more 
agreeable; to this, you may be certain, I 
objected not; and in leſs than three hours 
I Was 
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I was on my journey to the Caſtle of Bil. 
mano. Lady Ann too, I was told, was 
now to depart with us; and on a ſubject ſo 
indifferent to me, I acquieſced in ſilence; 
her ſituation was, I muſt confeſs, truly pi. 
tiable ; ſhe had been compelled, by a cruel 
brother, to marry a man whom ſhe had 
never beheld but once, and to whom, 
ſhe behaved with the moſt indiſputable 
propriety, though ſhe was but too well al. 
ſured his heart was for ever devoted to an- 
other, yet was ſhe ever gentle, Kind, and 
attentive, even to a degree, which 1 thought 
would endanger her health; for though 
my heart refuſed her all affection, the gen- 
tleneſs of her manners were ſuch, and the 
compaſſion ſhe had ſhewn for the ſufferings 
of my father, ſo truly amiable, that not to 
eſteem her as a friend was impoſſible ; and 
more than eſteem ſhe wiſhed not, nay, ſhe 
feared to obtain; her heart had very car, 
been warmly attached to a deſerving youth, 
who, for diſparity of fortune, had been re. 

f 8 jected 
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jeaed by her haughty brother, and not 


long ſince ſlain treacherouſly by his hand. 
To the contemplation of his numerous 


virtues ſhe had vowed to conſecrate her fu- 


ture life ; but the pious wiſh had been de- 
nied by the Lord Allanbank, in order to 
compel me into a marriage, and he little 


heeded either the wiſhes or entreaties of 


his unhappy fiſter. 


0 This intereſting tale ſhe took the ear- 


lieſt opportunity of telling me. From 
you, Lord Alva,” ſaid ſne, “ 1 hope for 
compaſſion ; the unfortunate ſimilarity of 
our ſituations will, 1 flatter myſelf, pro- 
duce a ſimilarity of ſentiment ; refuſe not 
then my firſt, my laſt requeſt; let me be- 


come the daughter of Lord Balmano, and 
Lord Alva's filter.” 


45 Amiable Lady Ann, I replied, doubt 


not my compliance; I thank you for this 


Vor, II. | I mark 


n — — 3 
B _ n „ 
. of n * 


* LY 4 * £ I 
EA ——— — II 


— — — 2 — —— — — —ͤ— — —U—äẽ — — —— _ —— — — > eſr_y— ws — 
m—— — — 6 — ge 3 — a —— . — the * — _ —_— —— — — - = ow; 
4 * ow wie OT Pe Ik. <E — — 
#200 


wn — Lr 
r —— . 2 r 
* 


e 


2 


* aa" . 
= Bu. — — 
"$4" "IM. RE n. 5 


%., A · * 4 


_—_ —— 
- — — 
8 


if 
97 
1 
j 
- 
' 

/ 


— 
— 
Tow. 6 
5, 3 


SA 46, — w —— — 


Ae oo 
E 


— 


Lay 


8 * » 
_—_— 2 E OC... 
= 8 8 * * oe 
"0.20 e 3 23 + 
* rr 2 8 — 
- 4 -- — ow a PIR 25 8 1 . 8 pg 2 


170 THE ANCIENT HOUSE 


mark of your confidence—no, reſt aſſured 
your wiſhes ſhall never receive interrup. 
tion from me; ſtill let your penſive mind 
dwell, without fear of my reproaches, on 
the amiable qualities of the departed Le- 
nox; but let my father's houſe be your's, 
you will otherwiſe draw on yourſelf the re- 
ſentment of Lord Allanbank ; wy father 
too will but too much ſtand in need of 
your attentions, for I, alas! am aach ir in- 
capable of being his com panion.” 


© To my father's recovery her hours were 
all devoted: and I had ſoon the inexpreſ- 
ſible pleaſure to behold they were not 
devoted in vain. 


« We had been now above a fortnight 
returned to the Caſtle, and began to find | 
myſelf in a ſituation to encounter the de- 
ſtroyer of my repoſe. My father's clans 
evinced the greateſt readineſs to hazard 
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every thing in his cauſe, and T once more 
publicly defied Allan of Allanbank to the 


| deciſion of the combat. 


« This was a meaſure which he had ſup- 


poſed I ſhould not adopt, in conſideration 


of our alliance; but though perfectly wil- 


ling to allow Lady Ann every menit ſhe 


deſerves, I could never feel any degree of 
concern for her ſufficrtent to induce me to 
forget the injuſtice of her brother, 


« Finding it was not to be avoided with 
out public loſs of honor, Lord Allanbank 


accepted the challenge; - we met, and for- 


tune was propitious to my cauſe, and Lord 
Allanbank lay proſtrate at my feet; fe- 


venge for a moment tempted me to extir- 


pate a life of Mlainy, but humanity recal- 


led me to reaſon, and ſorbad me to wound 
afallen enemy; I gave him lis forfeited life, 
if that deſerved the name of a gift, hat 


ſeemed hovering on the point of leaving 
12 him 
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him for ever; ſome of his attendants bore 
him to his home, and I once more ſought 
mine; but to what irremediable miſery 
was my life ſubjected. 


«c« was deeply involved in my own me- 
lancholy reflections, when I was interrupt- 
ed by the entrance of one of my domeſtics, 
who brought me a note that he had picked 
up during the time we were engaged, ſup- 
poſing 1t to be mine. I immediately open- 
ed it to examine the contents ; but, alas! 
no conſolation did they afford me; they 
rather tended to plunge me into a mode of 
conduct, which, till that hour, [ had never 


eptertained a thought of. 

58 The letter was from the Earl of Al- 
Janbank to a confidential friend, telling 
him by what means he bad betrayed me 
into his power, and that when he permit- 
ted me to viſit Lord Balmano in confine- 


ment, it was with the expectation that the 
miſery 
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miſery with which he was ſurrounded 
would induce me to ſign an inſtrument, 
reſigning in his favor all my pretenſions to 
the Lady Conſtance ; but curioſity tempt- 
ing him to obſerve what emotion this in— 
terview produced, he diſcovered his ſiſter 
to be of the party, and the idea inſtantly 
ſtruck him, of compelling me to unite my- 
ſelf to her, by that means putting it for 
ever out of my power to be his rival. 


e As ſoon as this well-concerted project 
was ſettled to his mind, he propoſed again 
to demand the hand of Conſtance, who, he 
obſerved, though he had once loved better 
than any thing on earth except revenge, he 
had now no other reaſon for wiſhing to 
marry, but to become a laſting torment to 
her, myſelf, and, laſtly, to the haughty 
Clarendon, who had doubly provoked his 
anger, firſt by conquering him, and then 
by refuſing his alliance. 
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I ſaid to read no more; he was, I welt 
knew, diſabled from putting his plan into 
execution immediately, but I knew not 
bow long he might continue ſo, and I de- 
termined inſtantly to take the road to'Cla- 
rendon Callle, but I ſolemnly declare my 
intentions went no further than to warn 
you of your danger, to own my unhappy 
marriage, and take a laſt farewel of Con- 
ſtance. 


My horſes were foon ready, and taking 
a haſty leave of the Earl, who was, with 
tears of joy, replacing his recovered ban- 

ners. I recommended Lady Ann to his 
protection, and once more ſet forward for 
your abode. 


Lord Balmano was unacquainted with 
my true deſtination, for I was fearful, if 
Lord Allanbank ſhould by any means hear 
I was gone to Clarendon, it would induce 
him to make an application to Lord Dun- 

daype, 
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bayne, before he could be put upon his 
guard. 


« You may remember, Clarendon, the 
firſt news you gave me was, that Lord Dun- 
bayne had commanded her retarnz my 
imagination immediately ſuggeſted to me 
that it was to wed Lord Allanbrank.—The 
thought was madneſs—Oftcn had I at- 
tempted to diſcloſe the dreadful ſecret of 
my marriage, and was now on the point 
of making you acquainted with the whole 
tranſaction, when the Baroneſs unexpect- 
_ edly entered, followed by the fair object of 
my heart, rendered, if poſſible, more lovely 
than evcr, by the enchanting bluſh ſpread 
over ker intereſting countenance. 


« Truſt me, my friend, till this un- 
lucky moment, no thought injurious to the 
honor of your Houſe had ever found a 
place within this heart. The irreſiſtible 
attractions of Conſtance, the fears of Lord 
| Ws Allan- 
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Allanbank's ſucceſs, and the violence of my 
on paſſion, conſpired at 8 once to under— 
mine my reſolution, and 1 conceived the 
idea of entirely ſuppreſſing the diſcovery [ 


had come to make, I entreated you to ful. 


fil the promiſe you bad given me to con- 
ſign the lovely Conſtance to my arms, and 


you conſented. Exalted inſtance of un- 


merited friendſhip, the amiable Baroneſs 
too ſeconded my claim, nor did my Con: 


ſtance wear the ſemblance of reluctance. 


T 00 well are you acquainted with the 
diſcovery that followed: the Earl of Allan 
bank, on reaching England, received from 


| Lord Dunbayne the refuſal of his daugh- 
ter's hand. Mortified at the rejection of 


his ſuit, Lord Allanbank replied, he had 


long been no ſtranger to her attachment to 


Lord Alva, but he thought too highly of 
her virtue to ſuppoſe it could poſhbly con- 


tinue after his marriage. 


c Lord 
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„Lord Dunbayne at firſt regarded this 
information to have ariſen from ſome miſ- 


take; but he was ſoon informed of my 


union with the Lady Ann, and every doubt 
was cleared. Never, from that hour, have 
I known happineſs or peace; for never, till 
by my means, did diſhonor appertain to 
the Houſe of Balmatio: 


need not aſk your protection for the 
ill-ſtarred infant, that will ſoon become the 
object of your care; I know too well the 


affection, which both you and the Baro- 
neſs feel for its unhappy mother, to donbt 


your goodneſs to them both. Oh, that it 
may one day be permitted me to claim 
them as my own, and publiſh to the world 
the enviable honor Conſtance has conferred 
on me, by condeſcending to become my 
wife. Adieu, Clarendon, I will trouble 


you no more. If poſſible, think of me 
with compaſſion; truſt me, I ſtand in need 


of it; and if the requeſt will not too deeply 
15 wound 
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wound the feelings of the 1njured Con. 
ſtance, intreat her to preſerve in her remem- 
brance the wretched Alva. 


In a few.weeks I again heard of Lord 
Alva. His wife, the Lady Ann, had 
caught a fever, the effects of which had 
proved fatal, and deprived her of a life ſhe 
had long been weary of ; though in juſtice 
to Malcolm I muſt acknowledge, he ſuf. 
fered no attention to be omitted that could 
poſlibly preſerve either her health or.com- 
fort. But the death of the lamented Lenox 
was a blow too ſevere to be forgotten, and 
the firſt hour her heart had felt happy ſince 
that event was that when ſhe reſigned her 
breath for ever. 


© He warmly entreated me to uſe my 
influence with my ſiſter to prevail on her 
to be again united to him directly: he 
owned that he was but too well convinced 
ſhe could no longer eſteem him; but for 
the 
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the fake of the infant whoſe birth was every 
hour to be expected, he . her not to 


refuſe him. 


« J own, though 1 had every reaſon to 
deteſt him, there was ſomething in his ſtory 
and his conduct that never failed to intereſt 
me in his favour, I gave his letter to Con- 
ſtance, and left her to comment on it at 
leiſure, while I went to diſpatch a meſſenger 
- to haſten him to Clarendon ; for waving 
every other conſideration, it was certainly 
much'to be wiſhed the marriage ſhould 
take place before the birth of the child ; 
and I doubted not but Conſtance would 
{ce the affair in the ſame light that I did. 


© Tn this conjecture I was, however, 
miſtaken ; for on aſking her determi- 
nation, I found her reſolutely fixed on 
refuſing him. The Baroneſs and myſelf 
tried every method to reaſon her out of her 
opinion, but in vain. 68 Attempr not, 

1 6 Lady 
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Lady Clarendon,” ſaid ſhe, ** to move me 
in favor of Lord Alva, he has too deeply 
injured me to merit my forgiveneſs; yet! 
will own to you he is ſtill dear to my heart: 
that had it been my lot to be his wife, there 
is no dignity this world can give for which 
I would have changed my title; but he 
has deceived me baſcly, and wantonly ſub. 
jected me to ſcorn, Who but yourſelf 
would condeſcend to be the aſſociate of the 
degraded Conſtance of Dunbayne ! yet 
even though I ſhould pardon him, what 


| happinefs could be expected to reſult from 


ſuch a marriage? I ſhould deſpiſe my ſelf, 
and he too probably would do the ſame. 
I am at preſent dead to the world, nor can 

any change of circumſtances ever make me 
deſire to enter it. In the fociety of your- 
ſelf and Lovel I have all the pleaſure this 


world can afford me; permit me then, 


Lady Clarendon, to be ſtill your gueſt, nor 


ſeek to change the ſentiments that reaſon, 
though not love, tells me to purſue.“ 


Finding 
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« Finding her fo averſe to the propoſal, 
we forbore to urge it further, hoping that 
the preſence of Lord Alva might be more 
likely to ſucceed. 


He did not 169 delay to follow the 
invitation, flight as it was, that J had ſent 
him: indeed it might, more properly : 
ſpeaking, be called a permiſſion; for I had 
given him to underſtand that, to prevent 
the unpleaſant conſequences that would in- 
fallibly reſult from our meeting, it was not 
my intention ever to ſee him again. 


OY ee of Lord Alva's to 
be permitted to behold her, Conſtance was 
reſolute in her refuſals, and ſeverely did he 
ſuffer by the decree ; but the repeated ex- 
poſtulation of the Baroneſs at length pre- 
vailed on her in part to abandon the reſo- 
| lution :—ſhe conſented to marry Lord 
Alva, but it muſt be on her own terms. 


« He 


s a _ 


were: ſhe had confented, and he was too 


her fight. © I will marry him,” faid ſhe, 


ſtill he would not have murmured at her 
commands. | | 
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AS He waited not to enquire what they 


happy to diſpute her will; but ſoon was he 
awakened from this flattering dream of 
pleaſure, for on no other conditions would 
ſhe become his wife than on his giving his 
ſolemn promiſe never again to come within 


& for the ſake of ſaving my infant from 
bearing a diſhonorable name: but let Lord 
Alva not deceive himſelf, him 1 will never 
live with ; here for the remainder of my 
life will I remain, nor ſhall he ever force me 
from the boundaries of theſe walls.” 


„ Cruel as theſe conditions were, Lord 
Alva gave the promiſe, and truſted to time 
to work an alteration in his favour ; and ſo 
deſirous was he of atoning as far as poſſible 
for his conduct, chat had they been ſeverer 


: & In 


. 
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« Tn about three days they were united 
in the fame chapel where ſhe had once be- 

fore too incautiouſly given her hand: it 
was the firſt time of their meeting, and in 
truth it was on both ſides a painful one. 
The tears rolled down the cheeks of Alva 
as ſhe entered the chapel, attended by the 
Baroneſs and Lady Elinor Grey : he flew 
to meet her, and folded her to his heart in 
rapture. Conſtance withdrew herſelf from 
his arms, and endeavouring to appear com- 
poſed, ſuffered him to lead her to the altar. 
Her emotions were not inferior to Mal- 
colm's ; but fearful of betraying them, ſhe 
nad envelopped herſelf in a thick veil that 
flowed to the ground on every ſide, and 
ſaved her from encountering the diſtreſſing 
glances of either pity or admiration.' 


© With flow and trembling ſtep ſhe 
gained that part of the chapel where 1 
was waiting with the reverend Auſtin for 
her approach, and gave her hand to me. 
. 8 
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The Baroneſs and Lady Elinor placed them. 


- ſelves behind her, and Sir Hildebrand Fitz. 


alwin took the other fide of Lord Alva. 


ec Avſtin declared himſelf ready to begin 
the ceremony. The courage cf Cor ſtance 


appeared to forſake her; and fearſu] that 


her compliance had been actuated by our 
advice, I determined if fo to proceed no 
further. "= May'l hope, Conſtance,” faid !, 


© that Fbeſtow your hand with pour own 
| approbation 


99” 


« Jf I did not, my Lord,” he replied, 
« be aſſured 1 would even now withdray 
it.“ 5 b 45 


5 


| « She pauſed, and the animated eyes of 
Malcolm ſpoke his gratitude. Conſtance 
perceived it, and even unwilling to encou- 
rage hopes that ſhe did not mean to gratify: 
the added, that the firm reliance ſhe had 
on 8 Alva s faithful performance of his 
promule: 
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Tr 


promiſes induced her to reſign her hand to 
him without reluctance. 


[1 
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„This was too much for Malcolm; he 
had never ſuppoſed it poſſible that ſhe 
vould ſo ſteadily preſerve her ſentiments. 
He entreated her even on his knees to par- 
gon him, and remit the ſevere ſentence 
her diſpleaſure had inſlicted. But Auſtin 
reminded them of the ſanctity of the place, 
and in ſome meaſure recalled Malcolm to 
reaſon, who, unable to obtain any other, 
ſubmitted in filent anguiſh to the terms ſhe 
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« No ſooner was the ceremony conclud- 
ed than ſhe retired from the chapel with 
F Lady Elinor, leaving her afflicted huſband 


e nn a ſtate of miſery from which no time j 
- WJ promiſed to relieve him; and never but N 
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0 In about a fortnight after this Cvent th 
| ſhe was brought to bed of a daughter; and Ml ;. 
we received the dreadful tidings that (1; 4 


£ 

| could not poſſibly ſurvive longer than a fel th 
| ſhort hours, m 
| 92 

| & * | | 1 
[| “On this occaſion ſhe requeſted the B.. 
[| 


roneſs to bring Lord Alva to her apart. h. 
ment. I have,” ſaid ſhe, ** long ſince 
[1 bound myſelf by the moſt ſolemn vow ne. 
ver again to behold him till I was paſt the Nee 
weakneſs of. relenting ; for I was too well u 
convinced that the affe&ion I have ever fg 
for him would vanquiſh every ſuggeſtion Wil 4 
of injured honor. 1 now feel that hour fil 
approaching, and I may ſurely now behold 
him without impropriety, and intreat his Wi þ 
care of our unfortunate offspring. a 


e The Baroneſs waited not for her tore. 
peat the requeſt, but haſtened immediately ill \ 
to ſend the welcome ſummons to Malcolm, Ml i: 


who had ever ſince his marriage reſided in Ne 
. 5 the 
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the neighbourhood of Clarendon, as Ioath 
to quit the ſpot that contained all he held 


dear; and with tranſport did he fly to viſit 
the idol of his affections. The Baroneſs 


met him in the hall, in order to prepare his 


mind for the ſcene he had to go through; 


for he knew not her danger, or the birth of 
his daughter. 


« The ſcene that followed was too in- 


tereſting to admit deſcription, and in leſs 


than two hours ſhe reſigned her breath, as 
ſhe reclined in the arms of her beloved 
Alva, 


„The Baron wept at the recollection of 
his fair ſiſter's ſufferings; nor did the 
amiable Baroneſs appear leſs afflicted. 


“Their filence was at laſt broken by 
Maude, who, for the ſake of interrupt- 
ing it, e e what had become of their 
child? © Teducated her, Maude,” replied 

the 
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the Baron, endeavouring to recover his tran. 
quillity,“ with all the tenderneſs I could 
have beſtowed on yourſelf ; nor did {he 
prove unworthy of my care : perhaps the 
time may not be long e'er you may judge 
of her merits and attractions. After the 
death of his wife, Lord Alva, who had 
made his peace with me, found himſelf un. 
happy at Clarendon, where every object 
ſerved. but to call her to his memory, and 
embitter his moments by reminding bim 
of the treaſure lie could never more pot- 


ſeſs. 


— —ũ — 2 


« He left us, and from that time I never 
more beheld him, till J followed him with 
ſincere regret to the cold tomb. 


cc Before he departed, he made the mot 
affluent proviſion for his infant daughter, 
who he conſented ſhould remain under the 
care of Lady Clarendon ; and though it 
was always my intention to provide for ber 

| as 
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43 my own, I did not think myſelf entitled 
to diſpute his pleaſure. 


« He had ſcarcely had time to ſettle his 


affairs to his ſatisfaction belore he followed 


ſent to his occupying a part of her tomb, 
and you may eaſily believe I had no incli- 
nation to refuſe it. | 


force, that I think I may venture to ſay 
they will not change in haſte.” 


«I fear you will think we are never con- 
we are till unacquainted with the fortunes 


that is not greatly intereſted i in her hiſtory : 
will 


his beloved wife to th e grave; for it was 
his requeſt to his father to intreat my con- 


1 Thus,” ſaid the Baron, “you are in 
poſſeſſion of my motives for retiring from 
the world, and they have been ſo long in 


tent, my Lord,“ ſaid Sir Raimond; “ but 


that attended your young charge, and 
can anſwer for all there is not one of us 
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will you pardon me if I intreat you to in 
dulge us with it?“ 


* Williozly, Sir Raimond, youare indec 
all greatly concerned in it, and her being 
at preſent one of my auditors, is the reaſon 
why 1 have ſo long delayed to make you 
acquainted with her; but you ſhall now be 
kept in ignorance no longer, and in Edith 
Clarendon you behold the Lady Edith 
Douglas.“ 


Had a thunder bolt fallen at the feet of 
Editha her aſtoniſhment would not have 
been greater; nor was it till the Baron again 
repeated it that the could give credit to the 
information, and long did it deprive her of 
the power of utterance. At length addrel- 
fing herſelf to the Baroneſs, * My honored ie! 
mother, ſtill will my tongue uſe the fam. 
liar phraſe, the diſcovery of my birth di- 
ſtreſſes me beyond the power of utteranct, 


So long accuſtomed to believe my ſelf your 
oy, 


o in. 
bleaſing deluſion.“ 


« Then never do it, Editha; be it at 
your own diſcretion to remain our daugh- 
ter, or to aſſume the Done of your father's 
houſe.” | 


deed 
Jeng 
2aton 
> You 
w be 
ditha 
dicha 


«O never; let me be ſtill Editha Cla- 
rendon, I cannot wiſh for honor more di- 
ſunguiſhing.” 


6 Then be it as you pleaſe, The Baron 


et of 

hare too, he will with joy receive the determina- 
again tion, for with ſincere reluctance would he 
0 the reſign you.” 

jer of 7 ED | 

drei- Lord ind Lady Clarendon embraced her, 


and gave her every affurance of love and 
protection : her eyes beſpoke her gratitude; 


nored 
faml- 
h di- 
ance. 
1 
OWN, 


conſolation. Accuſtomed from her birth 


to 
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own, how hard do I find it to reſign the 5 


but the heart of Editha was too much di- 
ſurbet] to liſten to the ſoothing voice of 


4 
f : L * 8 ö * 
7 ET TS IE At MEE ai + 
4 2 ** E . 4 x 4 
f 5 4 . 1 q 72 ot 2 — 7 
23434 rern > ” 2 3 — 2 r 


* v 1 * „„ 
4 * 
f . at . * 
1 + - 4p" © mn, Wo oh. 


* 
” 
a — * 
. 
g* „ dens 5 — — 


192 THE ANCIENT HOUSE 


to regard them as her parents, her heart Was 
Pierced at the neceſſity of reſigning the ple 
ſing deluſion. She had never been endoy. 
ed with the gift of intuition ; nor did her! 
ſenſations when ſhe paſſed portraits of her 
father father and mother tell her that they 
were more nearly connected with her birth, 
than any other of the family one's that 
decorated the lofty galleries of Clarendor 
Caſtle 4 and had ſhe ſtill remained in ig: 
norance, ſhe would not perhaps have 
eſteemed herſelf leſs fortunate. 


Melancholy reflegions and unwelcome 
remembrances ſeemed to ſpread its banefu 
influence o'er the boſoms of the little party; 
to chace which unwelcome viſitor, Walter 
begged permiſſion to ſalute his new-found 
kinſwoman. His example was followed 
by the good-humoured Edgar and Sir Rai 
mond, in whoſe affections the alteration of 

her fituation could produce no change 0 
ſentiment. „2 1g} FTE 


. 2. 
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Not ſo was it with regard to Walter, for 
a very-ſhort ſpace of time was ſuffictent to 
diſcover that he would have been perfectly 
as well pleaſed with the plan of his father's 
politics, if the diſcovery of her true ſtate of 


relationſhip to his family had taken place 
previous to the promiſe of her hand being 


given to Sir Raimond. 


But as the ſelf-ſame circumſtances have 


various effects on different diſpoſitions, ſo 
did it now happen that this tranſaction pro- 
duced in the Baron ſentiments perfectly the 
reverſe to thoſe entertained by his ſon. He 
rejoiced that it was now impoſſible for her 
immenſe fortune ever to appertain to his 
family, which he would have conſidered to 
be liable to interpretations greatly to his 


own diſcredit, as it might have been be- 


lieved he had ſecluded her, leſt (he ſhould 
beſtow herſelf elſewhere. Another conſi- 


deration was, that if ſhe had ever married 


2 fon of his, he muſt have been under the 
For. Jt: K oy OR neceſſity 
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neceſſity of avowing her being the offspring 
of the Lady Conſtance, a meaſure which he 
certainly did not wilh to adopt, unleſs it 
had been .the expreſs wiſh of the Lady 
Editha. 


By her marriage with Sir Raimond every 
ſuch avowal was rendered unneceſſary; and 
the Baron rejoiced that ſhe had made a 


choice ſo truly deſerving. 


z 


7 5 — — — — 
— OP 1 U — 2 — ' — 
” * 


p — — — ws 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


O the following day the Baroneſs pro- 
poſed that the young people ſhould 
pay a viſit to the North Gallery, for the 
purpoſe of inſpecting thoſe apartments that 
had occaſioned them ſo much alarm, =» 


The young men warmly approved the 


motion ; and the Baron, by means of the 


private paſſage, led the way, followed by 


the ladies wal reluctant ſteps, | 


Ls Editha 
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Editha leaned on the arm of Maude, 
who would moſt willingly have excuſed 
herſelf from being of the party, and more 
than once were nearly retreating, though 
on the point of receiving that gratification 
of their ſo juſtly awakened curioſity, that 


they had ſighed fo long for. 


The Baron advanced to a ſmall door, 
which he endeavoured to open, but the 
locks, from length of time, was become 
ruſty, and defied every effort ; he at laſt 


reſigned the taſk to Walter, whoſe deſire of 


entering was ſo great, that he more than 


once begged leave to attempt breaking it 


open, nor did the requeſt remain unſe- 
conded by his companions. The ladies 


formed an oppoſition; for Maude was ſo 
terrified at the remembrance of her adven- 
ture in the Gallery, that was connected 


with this ſuite of rooms, that ſhe would 


willingly have reſigned her part in the ad- 


venture 
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own chamber. 


After repeated exertions, the door at 
length gave way; the young men looked 
anxiouſly over the ſhoulder of the Baron, 
eager to enter, though too polite to intrude 


themſelves before him. The ſcene within 


was dark and gloomy, and the damp va- 
pour that iſſued forth compelled them to 
retreat. After a few minutes the Baron 
ventured to enter, and unbar one of the 


caſements for air, and the ladies ſoon after 
entered, though the young ones failed nos 


to keep each an arm of Lady Clarendon, 
who ſmiled at their fears, and at their 
aſtoniſhment, that they ſhould never till 
now have formed an idea of their being any 
ſuch method of entrance to the apartments 
of the North Gallery. | 


The Baron took from a ſmall cabinet 
ſome papers relative to Editha, written by 


venture to have been once more late 1 in her | 
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the hand of Conſtance, in terms which 
rendered a doubt of her birth utterly im. 
poſſible; they retired to a ſmall couch, 
where they ſeated themſelves to peruſe 
them, and drop the tears of compaſſion on 
the very apparent mental affliction of the 
fair ene writer. 


uo 0 And now, my | friends,” faid Lord 
Clarendon, © I hope you will reſt ſatis- 
fied, that though there has been ſome rea- 
ſon for yaur former fears, they are enurely 
without foundation,” | 


The looks of "FRA did not ſeem per- 
ſectly to accord with the ſentiments of her 
father, and the caſt a fearful glance around 
the deſolate apartment; every thing re. 
mained exactly as it was when Lady Alva 
died; and having been ſo many years ſuf- 
fered to continue in that ſtate, it had con- 
trated an air of ſolemn melancholy, not 
altogether prepoſſeſſing to a mind naturally 

endowed 
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endowed with a firm belief of ſu pernatural 
beings. 


The bed and hangings, which were 
truly magnificent, was the ſame as when 
they became the right of the Lord Cla- 
rendon, and had, by their faſhion, occu- 
pied their places in the Caſtle, for at leaſt 
a century; the furniture was of dark 
brown cut velvet, curiouſly embroidered in 
gold, with ſelect parts of the Roman Hiſ- 
tory : the figures as Jarge as life, and not 
of the moſt amiable aſpect; it was much 
decayed by time, and the broad gold 
fringes and taflels had long fince loſt their 
luſtre; on one of the large ſtone ſeats, that 
made a deep receſs within the calements, 
lay ſeveral articles for working tapeſtry, an 
employment 1 in which Lady Alva, 48 Well 
as moſt of the ladies of her time, paſſed 
many of her ſolitary hours; a whole length 
figure of her huſband, nearly compleated, 
was placed before her couch, and appeared 5. 
KEE: to 
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to have been her work, when death put 
an end to her afflict ions, though the chick 
ivy that hung in profuſion round the ſmall 
Gothic caſe ments, ſeemed to have rendered 


all attempts at colouring an abſolute im- 
Poſſi ibi; «ch | 


In the height of admiration of the per- 


formance, they had all crowded cloſe found 
| the portrait of Lord Alva; Maude had 


negligently ſeated herſelf on the chair that 


was placed before it, and the Baron ſtood 


leaning behind ber; whether it was from 
the weight, to which 1t had long been un- 
accuſtomed, and which, indeed, it was al- 


moſt too much decayed to ſupport, or 


whether | it was the natural effect that damp | 


has upon furniture, the chair had not been 
many moments occupied, before a violent 


ſnap was heard throughout the 100m.— 


Maude ſtarted from her ſeat; the Baron, 


who had not regarded the circumſtance, 


_ gazed with aſtonithment at the 1 9 


With 
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with which ſhe fled towards the door, and 


begged to know what had fo {ſuddenly diſ- 


turbed her, while the Baroneſs kindly in- 


vited her to reſt herfelf on the ſeat ſhe had 


left, being unconſcious what could ſo diſ- 


turb her, and believing her to be ill from 
the bad air of the place; but it would have 
required much ſtronger arguments than 
Lady Clarendon was diſpoſed to make uſe 


of, to have induced Maude any more to 
venture near this object of her terros; nor 
vere the reſt of the young part of the com- 


pany perfectly convinced that what ſhe had 


heard did not mean ſomething, and the 


Baroneſs declared ſhe believed Maude (till 


thought the apartments were the reſidence 


of ſupernatural. beings. It is true, Ma- 
dam,” ſhe replied, ** 1 am hard of faith; 
not that I, even in the ſmalleſt degree, 
doubt the veracity of the Baron's narrative, 


| but I cannot help fearing Lady Alva may.“ 


She caſt her eyes on Edith, and ſeeming to 


recollect herſelf, and after two or three 


K 5 attempts 
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attempts: to conclude the ſentence, was 
ſilent. | 


« You was thinking of Lady Alva, 
Maude,” ſaid the Baroneſs, © pray, may 
we not be informed what you was thinking 
of her.“ “ I muſt beg to be excuſed ; in- 
deed I cannot name it, at leaſt not now, 
ſome other time perhaps, but not at pre- 
ſent.” ! Do not conceal your ſentiments 
on my account, Maude,“ ſaid Editha, 
% perhaps my own do but to much accord 
with them.” —* I thought, then, of the 
night when I was alarmed with Albert de 
Clare in the paſſage of the North Gallery; 
I am ſure it was a ſpirit, for we both ſaw 
and heard it, and J fear that ſomething 

may diſturb the peace of Lady Alva.“ 


The Baron ſtarted involuntarily, and ut- 
tered an ejaculation for the repoſe of his 
fiſter, while Editha ſhuddered at the idea 
of her mother being ſtill unhappy. 


In 
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In the whole courſe of the ſtory, no no- 
tice had been taken, or any account given 
of that myſterious affair, and Sir Raimond 


ventured to aſk the opinion of the Baron 


with regard to it. 


The Baroneſs could not forbear a ſmile. 


* Come, my Lord,” ſaid ſhe, we may 
as well make a compleat diſcovery ; for I 
- plainly perceive there is a compact on foot 


to do it by ſome means or other; therefore, 
my Lord, we may as well make a merit of 


neceſſity, and acknowledge that this very 


tremendous apparition was—yourlſelt.” 


At her requeſt the Baron told them, that 
wiſhing much for ſome perſon in whom he 
could confide, for the protection of Editha, 


if he ſhould die before ſhe was married, he 
had diſcloſed the ſecret to his brother- in- 


law, Sir Arthur de Clare, during his laſt 


Mt at Clarendon, and BY his adyice had 
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deter mined, if nolfible, to nee his So. 
vercign in her favor. 


For his SOT he ſeized the oppor- 
tunity of entering the apartments, accom- 
panied by Sir Arthur, who was the only 
perſon, except himſelf, that had ever been 
within them, and that the only time ſince 
they were firſt ſhut up; their buſinefs was, 
he faid, to fetch the certificate of his fiſter's 
marriage, and her daughter's birth, both 
of which had been carefully fealed up, and 
written upon by Lord Alva; and he had 
taken Sir Arthur with him, that when at 
any time he preſented the papers to King 
Henry, he might be able to give a perfect 
account of the ſtate and place they were 
found in. 


« We were,” ſaid the Baron, ** on the 
point of returning, when Maude came out 
of her room, followed by Albert; I made 

: | all 


a'l * bite" I cools to conceal myſelf 


wiſer plan, and while Albert was incum- 

bered with the weight of his companion, 

he haſtily paſſed them, and returned to the 

drawing- room, while I continued waiting 
for their departure to effect my eſcape. 


« This, however, I did not find altoge- 
ther ſo practicable; for on a noiſe which I 
was fo unfortunate to make, by ftumbling 
over one of the chairs, Albert, much to 


not of his gallantry, inſtantly forſook poor 


through every apartment round the gal- 
 lery. | 


I had no doubt of being ſecure; for 
as theſe doors were known to be always 
kept faſtened, I thought he would certainly 
paſs by them; twice he did as I expected, 


of 
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within the door, but Sir Arthur purſued a 


the credit of his courage, though, perhaps, 


Maude, and commenced a general ſearch 


but Maude, who had juſt recovered ts: > 
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of her tongue, aſſured him that it was at 
the great doors ſhe had ſeen the ſpirit en. 
ter. Without heſitation he tried them di. 
rectly, and finding it give way, was juſt 
about to enter, when I pulled the door vio. 
lently out of his hand, and by throwing 
down his lamp, eluded ON effort he could 
make to overtake me.“ 


The laugh went ſtrongly againſt Maude's 
credulity, though it muſt be acknowledged 
ſhe had ſome degree of reafon for it; and 
as every qiſagreeable idea was now en— 
tirely done away, the apartments were ſoon 
after opened, and occupied by Walter; the 
domeſtics of the Caſtle, who knew nothing 
of what had been told concerning Editha, 
fill regarded them with as much fear as 
ever; they took care never to paſs that way 
alone, and as they prayed that no harm 
might betide their young Lord for his te- 
merity, they in ſecret blamed the Baron 


and Baroneſs for expoſing him to the hor- 
rors 
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rors of fach a place; for though. the chil- 
dren might be innocent, certainly my Lord 
and Lady knew more than they much 
cared to tell, 


The alteration of Editha's birth made 
none in the ſentiments of Sir Raimond, 
for he had good ſenſe enough to think that 
no diſgrace could poſſibly be attached to 
her; and after thanking the Baron in the 
politeſt manner for the confidence he had 
honored him with, he begged him to be- 
ſtow her hand on him immediately. The 
preparations for the celebration of their 
nuptials were ſoon in a ftate of forward. 


neſs. The Caſtle was a ſcene of univerſal 


feſtivity, and mirth and happineſs ſeemed 
alone to poſſeſs the boſoms of the ami- 
able inhabitants of Clarendon, 


Yet there was one, and but one, whoſe 
approbation was in appearance only, Wal- 
ter Clarendon, from infancy accuſtomed to 

believe 
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believe Editha his ſiſter, though fully fn. 
fibly of her beauty and underſtanding, had 
never condeſcended to favor her with any 
great degree of his attentions, not that 
Walter had any kind of diſlike to either cf 
his fair fiſters, but it was Gothic and un. 
faſhionable for a young Cavalier of quality 
to ſhew any particular regard for relations; 
they were, he knew and acknowledged, 
both extremely beautiful, and as ſuch he 
was proud of exhibiting them to his gay 
companions, and further than that he ne- 
ver gave himſelf any trouble about them; 
yet had this amiable young gentleman, in 
leſs than three weeks, contrived to fall del- 
perately in love with Editha, and he deter- 
' mined to ſpare no pains that might obtain 
her; it was true ſhe was on the eve of mar- 
riage with a man too of her own ſelection 
from amongſt numerous admirers, but that 
2 was a trifte, 


> Nothing's impoſſible to a mind reſolv'd, 
2 * LON, | | | Was 
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Was the ſentimens of Walter on every oc- 
caſion that ventured to oppoſe any of his 
favourite plans; and he ventured to 1nti- 


mate pretty openly to the Baroneſs, that 
Lord Clarendon had treated him extremely 
ill, in having ſo long concealed his true 
kindred to Editha, merely to prevent his 
paying his addreſſes to her, and ſecuring 


to the family the acquiſition of immenſe 


fortune, which, as ſhe had ſo long been 
left in the care of the Baron, he felt him- 
e his heir, entitled to poſſeſs. 


Many pad been the oi that had pre- 


ſented themſelves to his imagination, in 


order to break off this intended alliance, 


but they had all been rejected as imprac- 


ticable, and he almoſt began to think he 
had for once ſet his heart on an object that 
was unattainable, which would, no doubt, 


have been the caſe, but for an event as un- 


expected as diſtreſſing. 


One 
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One night when the Hall reſounded with 


the ſongs of mirth, and the illuſtrious and | 


chearful viſitors graced the banquet of the 
Lord Clarendon, an univerſal diſmay ſpread 
itſelf through the happy circle, occaſioned 
by the ſudden and ſevere indiſpoſition of 
the Baroneſs; all was in an inſtant hurry 
and confuſion ; the diſordered ſteps of the 
other viſitants, as they paſſed and repaſſed, 
attracted the attentions. of the dancers in 
the adjoining gallery; they enquired, but 
in vain, what was the occaſion of the con- 
fuſion; no one was ſufficiently at leiſure 
to give an explanation ; the party was im- 
mediately broke up, and on entering the 
ſupper rooms, were too ſoon acquainted 
with the extent of their misfortune. 


Lady Clarendon had long been ſub- 
je& to a very diſagreeable cough, which 
her phyſicians had affured her was far from 


being dangerous; her exertions on that 


evening had brought it on with uncom- 
mon 
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the burſting of a blood veſſel; every poſ- 
ible aſſiſtance was immediately procured ; 
it was, alas! deſtined to be fruitleſs; and 
ere the morning's dawn, ſhe refigned her 
breath in the arms of her diſtracted Lord, 


blefling himſelf and her afflicted children. 


The deep and ſettled melancholy that 
took poſſeſſion of Lord Clarendon com- 
municated itſelf to every inhabitant of the 
Caſtle; he ſeldom or ever converſed with 
any one but Father Auſtin, and paſſed the 


day entirely confined to his own chamber, 
except ſometimes at dinner, when he de- 


fired the company of his children, but this 
was an exertion always attended with addi- 
tional pain, and generally diſpenſed with; 
for, in reality, it rather tended to increaſe 


than diminiſh their afflictions, by calling. 
to their minds more forcibly, if poſſible, 


than ever, the irreparable loſs they had ſuſ- 
tained, , 


The 


mon violence, and the conſequence was 
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The ladies were therefore very ſeldom vi. 
ſible, they admitted no company; nor wa 
even Sir Raimond excepted from the ge. M Sir 
neral denial : their time was chicfly ſpent 
in the apartments of each other: and truly ne. 
melancholy did they paſs their hours. The nd 
ſorrows of Maude admitted not of conſon. Non 
tion; nor did the no leſs afflicted Edith 
attempt to offer any: ſhe felt it was impol. if © 
fible, for her heart told her that till now ſhe 
had never loſt her mother; and it is doubt. Wore 
ful which of them moſt lamented the 
unexpected and untimely fate of this truiy Hint 
amiable and benevolent woman. 


Walter, if ever he loved any thing on ex 
earth except himſelf, had certainly fincere- 
ly loved the Baroneſs, and moſt unfeignedly ſha 
did lament her loſs : he had indeed almoſ 
forgoiten Editha; but ab his ſorrows gave Hane 
way to time, his recollection pointed out to 
him that he had not yet done anv thing Hane 
that tended even in the moſt diſtant degree Nie 
| 0 XC 
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to effect the grand object of his deſign, 
cir Raimond had, by dint of his repeated 
intreaties, again obtained permiſſion to re 
new his viſits at the Caſtle; to which the 
ladies had been induced to conſent, not 
only for the pleaſure of his company, but 
from a hope that the Baron would be in 
ſore meaſure drawn from his ſo'itude, 


which now began to be ſo rigid, that the 


oreateſt fears were entertained not only for 
his health, but for the preſervation of his 
intellects. | 


The event in ſome meaſure anſwered their 


expectations, for he thought it indiſpen- 


ſable to be more frequently preſent than 
had of late been his cuſtom ; for to admit 
of the ladies always receiving Sir Raimond 
and his brother, argued a want of hoſpita- 
li on his fide, and of propriety on theirs; 


and much as he diſliked to mingle with ſo- 
Kciety, he felt that it would have been the 
xcels of ſeverity to command them to re- 


ſign 
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ſign their rational and long-encouraged 
hopes, becauſe he was unfortunate and un. 
happy, by degrees he became, if not more 
reconciled, at leaſt more placid, 


A languid kind of content began to dawn 
once more through the family, but it wa 


not deſtined to continue long; the ſpring 


now advancing, our illuſtrious and war: 


like ſovereign Henry V. began to think 


of embarking on his expedition againſt 
France, on which occaſion Sir Raimond 
and Edgar Fitzalwin had, amongſt a num- 
ber of the young nobility of England, vo- 
luntarily offered him their ſervices. 


About this time the royal mandate arriy- 
ed at the manſion of Sir Raimond, to re- 


quire him to join the king within the ex- 


piration of three weeks, if he was ſtill dil- 
poled to attach himſelf to his fortunes. 


Though 


AS 
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Though the hcart of Raimond whiſ per- 


eq him to remain near Clarendon and his 


deſtined wife honor revolted at the inglo- 


rious thought, and he returned, in the moſt. 


loyal terms, an anſwer to the King to ſay 


the lives and fortunes of himſelf and bro— 


ther were at his command; and that he 
might depend on his honor as a true and 
faithful liegeman to his majeſty, to attend 
him earlier than the time appointed. 


Never, perhaps, had more unwelcome 
news reached the hearing of Raimond, not 
that his ſoul ſhrunk at the approach of dan- 
ger, for in no form could death appear ter- 
nble to him, except accompanied with diſ- 


honor ; but to leave Editha, to leave het 


too at a time that her heart was a prey to 
grief and melancholy, when his attentions 
might perhaps have beguiled her of ſome 


part of her ſorrows, was a thought too pain- 


ful to be endured. Could he have received 
ber hand before he took his leave of her, 


perhaps 
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perhaps for ever, his orief would have been 
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confine to her own boſom the inexpreſlible 


lightened ; but to have named ſuch a pry 
poſal, would, he well knew, have incurred 
her diſpleaſure : ſhe would have felt it as 
ſlight to the memory of the Baroneſs ; and 
Sir Raimond felt himſelf obliged to reſign 
the idea even before he had well formed i. 


Various ſenſations did this intelligence 
occaſion at Clarendon Caſtle. Editha, tho' 
ſhe felt much, ſaid little; though ſhe trem. 
bled at the thoughts of the dangers he wi 
going to encounter, yet fearful that her 
fears, if expreſſed, might induce him to 
continue with her, ſhe nobly reſolved to 


pain the parting colt her. 


Maude very ſincerely regretted his de. 
parture, nor did ſhe put herſelf to a 
trouble to conceal her ſentiments : ſit 
felt that Lord Clarendon would {ol 
relapſe into his uſual melancholy ; is 
_—_— „„ 


' OF CLARENDON. 217 


though flrongly attached to her brother, 
and in ſome inſtances almoſt blind to his 
failings, 1t had not eſcaped her obſervation 
that the general tenor of his diſpoſition was 
too perfectly oppoſite to that of his father, 
to render them much attached to each 
other's ſociety; and even if they had, Wal- 
ter very rarely confined himſelf from the 
purſuit of his pleaſures for the accommoda- 
tion of any body : added to this, there was 
perhaps another cauſe for regret, almoſt un- 
known to herſelf, or at leaſt a cauſe that ſhe 


took ſome degree of trouble not to believe; 
this was no leſs formidable than an un- 


uſual portion of regard that had for ſome 


months been ſtealing imperceptibly into her 
heart of Edgar Fitzalw in. 


Like accuſtomed to paſs her hours al- 


moſt entirely with him, her heart was in- 


ſenſibly become ſtrongly attached. Walter 
cared little for the ſociety of a ſiſter, how- | 
ever amiable ; and Sir Raimond was too 


Vol. II. L. a much 
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much devoted to Fditha, to be a ſuitable 
companion to the lively Maude : all other 
viſitors of the male kind had been, fince the 
mournful event of Lady Clarendon's death, 
excluded from viſiting at the Caſtle ; and 

the ſprightly diſpoſition of the amiable aud 
inſinuating Edgar ſeemed to conſtitute him, 
and him alone, to be the proper companion 
for Maude; and a ſimilarity of diverſions 
and purſuits told him that Maude was the 
only woman in the world to be the com- 
panion of Edgar Fitz-Alwin. 


They were the conſtant partners of each 
other in the dance, becauſe neither ever 
gave up till every body elſe was tired. It 
Edgar diverted himſelf with arrows, as long 
as he did not ſhoot living animals, Maude 
was his companion; for neither him nor 
Walter could excced her in the manage- 
ment of the bow: if the ſung, Edgar ſung 
with her, or after her, which did as well for 


him ; and though by chance he ſpoiled the 
ballet, 
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bullet, Maude was never angry long: in 
ſhort, they were always together, and al- 
ways happy ; for if Edgar had her for his 
companion, he cared not, though he loved 


the party diſpoſed of themſelves, 


It is not to be wondered at that two ſpi- 
rits ſo perfectly congenial ſhould ſoon be- 


no longer in his own poſſeſſion ; but feeling 
himſelf no equal match for Maude, he had, 
however hard it might be to endure, im— 
poſed filence on himſclf, till fortune {Lould 
point out to him the means of offering his 
hand without the fear of ! im mputed pre- 
ſumption. 15 


He well knew that the afſection of his 
brother was ſuch as would have obviated 
any difficulties that aroſe from want of for- 
tune, had he been made acquainted with 


them all very ſincerely, how any other of 


come attached to each other. Edgar had 
long ſince been conſcious that his heart was 
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them; but Edgar loved not dependence, 
and had already many obligations to his 
brother, which he felt it ungencrous to 


add to. 


As to his proviſion, though far more than 
adequate for his own occaſions, he well 
knew it would never ſupport a daughter of 
the Baron Clarendon in a manner ſuitable 
to her rank ; and he determined never to 
alk her to accept him till it could be done 
without ſubjecting her to the ſmalleſt in- 
convenience. 


Edgar had not an atom of vanity in his 
whole compoſition ; but he could not re- 
ſign the pleaſing hope of being beloved by 
the inchanting Maude; and he knew her 
temper well enough to be convinced ſhe 
would not heſitate a moment to give up 
ſplendor for the man who was fortunate 
enough to gain poſſeſſion of her heart; and 
fearful of leading her into ſuch a mode of 

Conduct, 
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conduct, he determined never to put it in 
her power. e 


Maude could not help obſerving the 


pleaſure he took in her ſociety; nor was 


ſhe inſenſible to the preference ſhe felt for 
Edgar: yet unconſcious that ſhe loved 
him, ſhe perſuaded hetſelf that the pleaſure 
ſhe felt in his company was only owing to 
a ſimilarity of temper ; and without farther 
enquiry, becauſe farther enquiry might 


have led to indiſputable conviction, ſhe 


continued to fing, to ride, and to Play cheſs 
with h Edgar as uſual. 


This mutual paſſion, which had hitherto 
received neither interruption or grief, was 


now deſtined to produce pain in the boſoms 


of its poſſeſſors. Maude no longer found 


it poſſible to conceal from herſelf the na- 


ture of her partiality: ſhe grew melancholy, 
and Edgar was the ſame ; but every one 
was too much Intereſted in their OWN con- 


L 3 cerns, 


N | 
G \ * 
1 
5 4 
11 
ö by 
2 = 
£ F 
9 
1. 
[5 
7 4 
a7 
£4 * 
S 
[q 4 
iy 
f 
* * 
4 
-# 
424 
1 
Lot 
1 
4 47 
| 


. 
S £1 MN 4 
3 4 ; 
* 8 0 \ . 
0 FI Dy 


222 THE ANCIENT HOUSE 


cerns, to beſtow any degree of attention te 
the very great alteration. that had taken 
place in their deportment. 


As the time previous to their departure 
was ſo ſhort, Lord Clarendon invited them 
to paſs the reſt of it at Clarendon Calle; 
and the temptation came in a ſhape too plcal. 
ing to admit a thought of refuſing. 


. - "CHAP. 
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CHAP. 3V: 
— NC — 


HE youths were now buſily employ- 

ed in making preparations for their 
approaching expedition, nor were the la- 
dies permitted to be idle. 


Sir Raimond had prevailed on Editha to 
give him permiſſion to aſſume her colours, 
and ſhe had undertaken to decorate his ac- 
coutrements herſelf; and as the time was 
ſhort, the would willingly have engaged the 
aſliſtance of Maude in the performance, 
but her timg was already otherwiſe diſpoſed 
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of. Edgar had fo well contrived to pau 
the Baron to his intereſt, that Lord Cha. 


rendon declared he thought it would be 


ſingularly unkind not to equip him as well 


as Raimond; for the gay young cavalier 


had proteited he would not go to the wars 


unleſs his mantle had to boaſt the work of | 
ſome fair lady; and Maude would not for 


the univerle have kept a ſingle arm in inac- 


tivity for want of a little condeſcenſion on 


her ſide : and ſhe had agreed to aſſiſt him 
on the occaſion, not you may be ſure from 
any deſire of obliging Edgar, but from the 
laudable motive of ſerving her country; 


and though he did not tell her his heart was 


hers, ſhe was ſo delighted to find he did 


not give a preference to any other lady, that 
the work went forward with rapidity and 


elegance. The ladies generally aſſiſted 


each other, and many a half- concealed figh 


did it colt them, as it drew near to a con— 
cluſion, to think how ſoon perhaps the 
wearers might be mingled with the duſt. 


Walter 


d 
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Walter could not help thinking fortune 
was more his friend than the little attention 


he beſtowed on her favors merited. Dur— 


ing the time that Raimond could not be re- 


ceiveq at the Caſtle, Walter no longer hav- 


ing the preſence of a rival to fear, had loft 
with the difficulty the deſire of ſuccels ; 
and though, from the privilege of relation- 
ſhip, he almoſt daily beheld Editha, he had 


never mentioned his love. He now re- 


joiced at the conſequence of his negligence, 
for he began to perceive that ſuch a decla- 
ration would only have enlured him her 
diſpleaſure and tacit refuſal ; an obſervation 
winch any other man would moſt probably 
have made long befo:e. 


In conſequence of this very wiſe diſco- 
very, he determined without delay to fet 
about a plan.of operations with a greater 


degree of circumſ pection. 
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For this purpoſe he engaged to his in. 


tereſt, by means of bribery, one of the a. 
tendants of Sir Raimond, who from the ni. 


ture of his employment, and a lenpth «f 
ſuppoſed ſervices, was moſt in the con. 
dence of his maſter ; yet as long as con. 
cealment of his intentions was poſſible, 
Walter intended not to truſt much to the 


fidelity of his new ally, for he wiſely conf. 
dered that as a triſling ſum had tempte( 
him to betray Sir Raimond, the hopes «f 


obtaining one a little larger might induce 
him to betray him. 


He had long obſerved his man to be very 
attentive to Amabel, and that apparently 


his attentions were not unwillingly recciy- | 
ed; for jealouſy had tempted Walter to 
become a ſcrutinizing obſerver of every one 
that appeared to be much in her good 
graces; for Amabel was far from being 


dilagreeable 1 in her perſon, and Walter had 
ſpared 
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ſpared no pains to convince her he thought 


{0, 


He had never fince he was grown up led 
ſo retired a life as ſince he returned to the 
Caſtle, and even now it was by no inclina- 
tion of his own; but of every cuſlom that 
could poſhbly evince reſpect for the me— 
mory of bis lady, the Baron was rigid in 
the oblervance ; and any attempt to intro- 
duce company at the caſtle within the ac- 
cuſtomed limits, Walter was well convinc- 


cd would have been a fruntle(s attempt; 


therefore, for the ſake of a litile amuſement, 
he hae | 


« Olten deſcended from himſelf, and talked of love.” 


To Amabel, whom he doubted not 
would think herſelf greatly honored by his 
notice, and as the adventure promiſed what 
he termed good amuſement, he had taken 
lome ſmall degree of trouble to obtain her 
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for his miſtreſs, though without effect; and 


this rejection of his offers he had at laſt te 


mortification to dilcover aroſe from a pre- 
vious attachment to Oſbert. 


To be rivalled by a ſimple vaſſal was, to 


be ſure, ſomething humiliating; but it was 


preſerable to believing that any one whom 
he condeſcended to addreſs could poſſib)y 


reject him, while her heart was diſengaged, 


In this idea of her attachment he was, 
however, wonderfully miſtaken; but Ama- 
bel finding ſhe had no better method of 
getting rid of his impertinent importuni- 
tics, ſuffered him to remain in his error, 
and truſted to chance to find ſome favor: 
able opportunity of Ag her more | 
humble admirer. 


-. In conſequence of this ſhe was ſometimes 


obliged to appear not diſpleaſed with the 
aſſiduities of Oſbert; and as the was blellcd 


with 
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with as little conſideration as any body, ſhe 
thought, when the thought any thing about 
it, that the departure of Sir Raimond would 
be the departure of him alſo, and that in 
the intervening time it could do nobody 
any harm ; for which reaſon ſhe reſolved to 


make his folly her amuſement for the time 


being. 


Walter finding her what he called blind 


to her good fortune, at length grew tired of 


the purſuit, and though heartily vexed that 


he could not ſucceed in duping a girl who 


every body always thought above half 
light-headed, he conſoled himſelf with re- 


ſlecting that the circumſtance might poſſi- 


bly be, by dint of a little good manage- 
ment, turned to infinite advantage with re- 
ard to his deſigns on Editha, 


In conſequence of the ſervice he might 
be of in the progreſs of that affair, Oſbert 
was immediately taken into the pay of 

Walter ; 
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manded to perform was to convey the com. 


into the chamber of the Lady Editha, and 


have a little conference with Amabel. Ihe 


what he was about to go immediately, and 


cloaths in the apartment on the firſt thing 


oy 
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Walter; and the firlt ſervice he was com. 
plete dreſs worn that day by Sir Raimond 


leave it there all night. The order was 
punctually obeyed, and as ſoon as the fi- 
mily was retired for the night, ventured to 
knock ſoftly at the door of Editha's anti 
chamber, under a pretence of wanting to 


event exactly an{wered Walter's withcs, 
Editha was retired, and Amabel, angry at 
the intruſion, and fearful of incurring. the 
diſpleaſure of her miſtreſs, inſtantly bade 
him be gone; but Oſbert knew too well 


before he retired contrived to depoſit the 
that ſtood ncar him. 

Amabel, too much exaſperated to notice 
what he did, never obſerved the circum- 


ſtance, and took the firſt opportunity of his 
being 


night before to what purpoſe he propoſed 
= to 
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being without door, to make it faſt againſt 
him, and paſſed on as light as ſhe could 


ſtep to her own chamber, ſo full of vexa- 


tion, that ſhe ſaw not the veſt of Raimond, 


though ſhe paſled cloſe by it. 


In the mean time Walter was rejoicing 
in the ſucceſs of his project, and enjoying 
the confuſion that would, he flattered him- 
ſelf, in a few hours be the reſult of it. 

In the morning he did not fail to call on 
Edgar, in his way to the breakfaſt room; 
he found him buſily employed in rubbing 


the ruſt from the ſword of his father, for he 


had beſtowed that which he wore himſelf 
on his younger ſon, as being in thoſe days 


generally the greateſt part of the portion 


of a younger brother, and Edgar thought 
no other ſo well worth wearing. 


As he had mentioned to his brother the 


| poſed to take at day-break ; neither, by 
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to devote the morning, Sir Raimond had 
not aſked him to be his companion in a 
ſtrole through the woods, which he pro. 


ſome accident or other, was Walter ac. 
quainted with his intention. 


After a ſhort time Edgar conſigned the 
ſword to its ſcabbard, though not without 
many an additional improvements to its 
brightneſs, for every ſpot reproached him 
that he had ſo long neglected it. As ſoon a 
he was ready, the deſigning Walter pro- 
poſed that they ſhould call for Raimond, 


Edgar agreed to it; and away they went to . 
interrupt his morning dreams, which they ˖ 
agreed he would not thank them for, for t 
no doubt they were of Editha ; but perhaps 1 
had Edgar been dreaming of Maude, he 
would not have thanked his brother for a 1 


ſimilar interruption. 
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On reaching his apartment they were 
told he was already up and out, but whi- 
ther he was gone they did not know. Wal- 
ter ſuggeſted an idea that the ladies might 
perhaps be gone with him, and that as they 
palled near their apartments he would en- 


| quire, for if they were, it was probable he 


would not go far; and Edgar and him 
would take their horſes and endeavour to 
join the party, and return home together, 


The propoſal met with the conſent of 
Edgar, for Maude might probably be of the 


party; but Oſbert, who heard the arrange- 


ment, took all poſſible means to inſinuate 


that it would be fruitleſs, as he was certain, 
though he gave no reaſon why, that they 
would neither meet Sir Raimond nor the 


Lady Editha. Edgar enquired what he 
meant; but Oſbert, who had been taught 
his leſſon beforehand, took care, though 
with the utmoſt appearance of reſpect, to 


give ſuch anſwers only as wrapped the ac- 


cidental 
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cidental abſence of his maſter 1 in a myle. 
rious obſcurity. 


Tired with a fruitleſs enquiry as to whar 
road they muſt purſue, they paſſe] on, and 
Walter, taking the advantage of the pri. 
vilege of relationſhip, knocked at the do 
of Maude's apartment, the better to di 
guiſe his reaſon for viſiting that of Edith, 
ſhe had been long up, and they found her, 
to her infinite embarraſſment, employed in 
finiſhing the ſcarf of Edgar, with tears pit. 
tering in her eyes, and that intended for 
Sir Raimond lying neglected by her ſide. 


Walter laughed at the mournſul caſt of 
her countenance, and gave no few inſinus. 
tions that he more than ſuſpeQed the caule 
of it, To which ſhe replied, that the un. 
expected noiſe he made at the door had 
made her prick her fingers. Edgar wa 
pained to obſerve the intereſt he had in her 


heart, for he penetrated, or at leaſt he 
thoug bit 
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thought he did fo, the cauſe of her melan- 


choly, and forgetfulof his wonted caution, he 
imprinted a Kiſs on herhand ; which Maude, 
though retiring in order to eſcape further 
obſervation, forgot to withdraw from him, 
Recollecting herſelf, ſhe told her brother 
that ſhe was certain Editha was not yet 
riſen, and ſaying ſhe mult dreſs to appear 
at breakfaſt, took her. leave of them in a 
manner ſo perfectly embarraſſed, that a mo- 


dern country girl would bluſh to be ac-— 
culed of. 


Edgar thought no more of his brother; 


him and his concerns were alike forgotten, 
and he followed Walter, not becauſe he 


wiſhed for information, but becauſe he did 


not recollect what he was doing. 


As ſoon as the door of Editha's anti- 
chamber was opened to Walter, his atten— 


ton was moſt painfully recalled, when 


looking over the ſhoulder of his compa- 
nion, 
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nion, he bcheld, as he thought, his bio. 
ther extended on the couch. 


At the ſame moment, Amabel, who had 
not before been in the apartment, glance 
her eyes on the veſt, and her confuſion be. 
came ſo obvious, that it was impoſſible not 
to notice it. © Your Lady is not then yi. 
ſible?” ſaid Walter.—* No, my Lord. — 
« Of courſe, then, you cannot inform 1 
of Sir Raimond Fitz-Alwin ?“ —““ No, in. 
_ deed, my Lord, I--I cannot; Sir Raimond 
never viſits—never viſits at my Lad) 
apartments,” | 


Walter turned from the door, and Id. 
gar, taking another look, plainly beheld 
his brother's' hat and feathers, and his 
murrey-coloured ſhoes, which ſtood by 
the ſide of the couch, he could no long 
doubt of Raimond's being there ; and the 
haſte with which Amabel cloſed the door, 
and 


a 
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ind the caution ſhe had ſhewn in holding 
it as little open as pollible, confirmed it. 


They proceeded in filence to the break- 


flt-room, but the Baron was not yet re- 


turned from Chapel.“ It is of no aſe to 
ride now,” ſaid Walter, “ and I fancy 


there is not many of the family abſent from 


the Caſtle, what think you, Edgar, of 
rying our ſkill in archery, till the * 


company atlembles ?” 


do not feel myſelf good company 
this morning, Walter ; I will paſs an hour 
or two in the library, but let me not de- 
tain you.“ 

„Well, then, farewel, by that time I 
ſhall moſt probably return; I leave you to 
your meditations.” 


But he well knew thoſe meditations 


would be painful That Raimond ſhould 


preſume to enter the apartments of the fe- 
male part of the family alone, and at ſo 
early 
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early hour, was an infringement on ella. 
blithed cuſtom, and a breach of hoſpitality 
utterly incomprehenſible ; nor was it lass 
ſo that Editha, whom he had always re- 
garded as a perfect pattern of prudence, 
ſhould permit it. 


Fet the conduct of Walter was ſtill more 
extraordinary than any thing he had ever 
met with, for he was confident that he 


muſt entertain the ſame ſuſpicions as he 


did; yet Walter, inſtead of reſenting, 
ſeemed diſpoſed to laugh at it, and with 
difficulty did Edgar reſtrain telling him his 
ſentiments ; but a moment's refle&ion told 
him he ſhould perhaps exaſpcrate bim 
againſt his brother. In the midlt of theſe 
_ unpleaſant thoughts the Baron entered, but 
as he ſaid nothing on the ſubject, Edgar 


concluded he was yet uninformed of the 
circumſtance, and therefore he was filent 


in regard to it. 


Walter 
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Walter had, inſtead of walking, when 
he left Edgar in the library, been to give 
ſome new inſtructions to Oſbert, in conſe— 
quence of which he had fetched away the 
veſt before the return of Sir Raimond; he 
pretended to Amabel that he had forgot 
them, and begged her on no account to 
acknowledge his careleflneſs, as it would 
much diſpleaſe Sir Raimond; and Ama— 
bal, who had as much reaſon to fear his 
viſt being diſcovered as he had, readily 
promiſed, and very ſincerely intended to 


perform it, by denying any knowledge of 


the whole tranſaction, if ſhe was aſked 
about it. 


As ſoon as Editha was drefled, ſhe haſ- 


tencdl to Maude's apartment, where they 


mutually expreſſed their aſtoniſhment at 


the viſitors they had had that morning, 
and ſtill more fo at the reaſon of thoſe vi- 
lts, or that any body ſhould at that hour 

expect 


* 


faſt· room, little ſuſpecting the diſagrecable 


2 — 
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expect to find Sir Raimond with her; and 
after a ſhort converſation on the ſubject 
the ladies deſcended together to the break. 


circumſtances they were there deſtined to 
encounter, 


CHAf. 


At 


CHAP. XM 


HEY had not been long aſſembled 


before they were joined by Raimond 
and Walter, who returned to the Caſtle to- 


gether; the ladies took but little notice of 
the latter, for they felt but little pleaſed 


with him; and Edgar, though he ſaid not 


much to either, regarded both with looks 


of evident diſſatisfaction. The Baron paid 
but ſmall attention to their unuſual gra- 
vity, yet he felt that they were not altoge- 


ther {o ſociable as uſual ; it was ſeldom that 


he joined much in converſation ; but at 


Vor. II. M preſent, 
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preſent, he knew not why, he wiſhed to 
promote one, and totally ignorant of the 
diſagreement his queſtion would be the 


occaſion of, he caſually aſked Walter uwhete 


he had met Sir Raimond? © I found him 
further off, Sir, than 1 could poſſibly have 
expected to find him; I think it was be— 
hind Saint Mark's Priory ; was it not Rai- 
mond?“ 


« believe it was; but I have been con- 


ſiderably further.“ 
*«* Truſt me you made good haſte then, 


for you left the Caſtle Jate, did he not, 
Edgar ?”—Perhaps he did, Sir, but you 
may remember I was not his companion; 
therefore, in your diſputes, I beg not to 
be included; Lady Editha let me occupy 
that ſeat by you; their quarrels will be 
better at a diſtance.” 

«© We are not going to quarrel, E dear,” 
ſaid Sir Raimond, * Walter, I dare ſay, 
intended no offence.” 


6 Nane, 
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“ None, Raimond, none; but if you 


left the Caſtle,” ſaid he, with a ſignificant 


look, I was miſtaken.” 
„ believe you are miſtaken, Sir; 1 


think four o'clock is tolerably early.“ 
« True, it is ſo; but you, I fancy, was 


not out at four this morning,” Edgar left 
his ſeat in diſorder. ** Do you leave us fo 
abruptly, Edgar?“ ſaid Editha, “you are 
not well.” —“ Perfectly well, | thank you, 
Madam.” —_ 

«© Madam,” repeated Maude, * Ma- 
dam, pri'thee, what new ſyſtem of polite- 


neſs is this?“ 


« Why, child,” cried Walter, „ why 
will you be inquiſitive, as well as myſclt ? 


you might obſerve the diſcontent my curi- 


olity has occaſioned, without imitating the 
example, 


Upon my honor, W r replied Sir 


Raimond, „I can anſwer for one, that 


your enquiries have not offended ; for if ic 
is any ſatisfaction to know how my morn- 
Ma ing 


fore you mult excuſe me.“ 
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ing has been diſpoſed of, I will give you 
a clear account ; though, truſt me, I be. 
heve it will not be thought worth attending 
to.—Firſt, to begin, I left the Caſtle fon 
minutes before four—” 

*« Then I have certainly loſt my under. 
ſtanding ; for I, ſurely, oy you in Editha's 
chamber at ſeven.” 

„Where?“ ſaid the Baron. 

In Editha's chamber, my Lord—W as 


it not couſin ?" : 


If you, Sir, are ſo well informed,” re. 
plied Editha, not a little offended, “ it is 
unneceflary'to enquire of me, nor ſhall [ 
take the pains to contradict you,” 

« Well, I ſincerely beg your pardon, 
good folks ; lovers muſt meet ſometimes, 
and Edgar and I were certainly impertinent 
to intrude on private parties Edgar, do 


you ſay nothing to excuſe yourſelf?“ 


% have already told you, Walter, I 
wiſh not to interfere on the ſubject, there- 


& And 
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« And you muſt excuſe me, Sir,” ſaid 


Sir Raimond, addreſſing Walter, if I 
am not ſo paſſive as my brother, and con- 
fels my curioſity is raiſed, and mull be ſa— 


tisfied— VV hat mean you by your infinna— 


tions of interrupting me this morning ?— 
1 know not any where that we have this day 
met, except au hour fince in the path-way 
of the wood; for myſelf, I care not what 
may be ihe purport of your words, but 
when a lady is reflected on, through any 
miſconſtruction of my conduct, I hold my- 


ſelf obliged to aſk, and to enforce an ex- 


planatton.”” _ 
„My meaning then,” ſaid Walter, * is, 

that calling at your apartments this morn. 

ing, you was not to be found.” 

That, as I take it, Sir, is not miracu- 

lous.” ? 


Not in the leaſt, Sir; but it was rather 


ſingular to find you at Editha's, and I be- 

live your brother thought the ſame, tho), 

perhaps, it may be nothing uncommon.” 
M © a 


n 
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| * But 1 ſhould hope, and believe it is 
| very uncommon,” replied the Baron. * Sir 
| Raimond, what may be the meaning of all 

this ſtory Maude, retire child ; Editha 
| is not well.“ 


The ladies inſtantly reſe to quit the 
break faſt room; Edgar offered his arm to 
Edith, but ſhe refuſed it, nor did his po- 
liteneſs meet a more welcome reception 
from his ſiſter; for though they were not a 
latte aſtoniſhed at Walter's aſſertion, the 
e of Edgar, which certainly ſeemed 
to ates with him, was equally inexpli- 
cableThe Baron, by Sir Raimond's defire, 
mz de every poſſible enquiry relative to the 
cigcumſtance; and amongſt other things, 
Oſdert was ſent for, and, without being 

Iin formed why, was aſked by Sir Raimond, 
ff he recollected at what hour he roſe that 
| | morning, but Oſbert had moſt unfortu- 
=} 5 nately forgotten, and appeared to think he 

did * maſter z an acceptable piece of ſer. 
vice 
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vice by this convenient loſs of memory. 
Walter perſiſted in his aſſertions, and Ed- 
gar, when obliged to ſpeak, which was at 
the defire of his brother, owned, with re- 


luctance, that he was of the ſame opinion. 5 


The Baron was much diſpleaſed, not 
| that he ſuſpected Editha of being guilty of 
the ſmalleſt impropriety, or Sir Raimond 
of any other than the mot honorable in- 
tentions, but a breach of eſtabliſhed cul-, 
tom and propriety was not eaſily to be ex- 
cuſed, for propriety was, in that Sothic 
age, more thought than talked of ; now, 


to be ſure, thanks to a little faſhionable re- | 


finement, the caſe is wonderfully altered. 


Sir Raimond, whoſe ſoul ill brooked the 
ſlighteſt hint that tended to traduce his 
honor, was with difficulty prevailed on not 
to reſent the injury with his ſword ; but 
the Baron inſiſted it ſhould be fo, and his 
word was not to be diſputed. 
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But, notwithſtanding the degree of ſuc. 
ceſs that had hitherto attended Walter's 
withes, they were fortunately deſtined to 
meet with an unexpected interruption. 


Amabel, whoſe affection would not ſuf. 
fer her to be an unconcerned obſerver of 
her lady's mortification, readily acknow- 
ledged by what means the veſt and accou- 
trements of Sir Raimond came to be in her 
apartments; that is, as far as ſhe was ac- 
quainted with them; for as to the compact 
between Walter 22d Oſbert, ſhe was, like 
every one elſe, totally unſuſpicious. 


Maude flew to her father with the intel- 
ligence, while ſatisfaction ſparkled in her 
eyes at Editha's triumph. Walter apolo- 
gized for having entertained ſuſpicions to 
the diſcredit of her or Sir Raimond, by 
faying, that he felt concerned for the honor 
of his family. Sir Raimond accepted his 
excule, and admitted that he had certainly 

3 A had 
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had ſome appearance of reaſon for his 
doubts, while Lord Clarendon gravely ad- 
viſed his fon not to ſ. peak in future on ſuch 
ſliglit converion. 


Thus terminated in nothing more than 


the mortification of an hour, a plot which 
Walter had flattered himſelf would make 


an irreparable breach in the friendſhip of 


his father and Raimond; and not only the 
failure had he to lament, but alſo that the 


attempt Was e more cloſely to ce- 


ment it. 


18 0 8 bis diſappointments, Walter 


had ſtill one reaſon to Tejoice ; he had 


eſcaped not only detection but ſuſpicion; 


and not diſcouraged, though vexed at the 


delay, he determined to make one more 


tonne: at leaſt, 
To part thoſe ſouls which love had join'd. 


M5 


And 
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And ſoon did his prolific imagination pre- 
ſent him with an opportunity. 


While Lady Clarendon ſurvived, Wal. 
ter had found it no very eaſy matter to 
avoid her penetrating obſervations, and he 
had, for that reaſon, been very careful, 
that whatever deceits he practiſed, ſhould 
come as little as poſſible beneath her eye; 
for though, from the exceſs of her affec- 

tion, ſhe was generally the laſt to notice 
his miſconduct, he well knew he could 
never have carried into execution ſo daring 
a project as he had now at heart, while 
Editha reſided under her protection; but 
from the Baron he had little to apprehend; 
not accuſtomed, for a conſiderable length 
of years, to mingle with the world, he was 
much more addicted to the ſtudy of books 
than men; his own heart was the throne of 
honor, and he ſeldom ſuſpected any one 
of deceit till .he had felt it; he had left the 
world more in momentary than ſettled diſ- 
| guſt, 
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guſt, and circumſtances had contributed 
to keep him from returning; yet had he 
often thought with pleaſure on the compa- 
nions of his youth, and thought he had too 
haſtily forſaken many amiable men, be- 
cauſe one had injured him; by nature his 


heart was attached to the moſt ſocial and 


unreſerved friendſhip with all mankind ; 
and to every ſtranger that viſited the Caftle 
of Clarendon, his heart gave hoſpitable and 
cordial welcome. | | 


From ſuch a diſpoſition, it is no wonder 
that Walter ſhould perſuade himſelf he had 


little fear of detection to apprehend ; for 


he knew, or at leaſt he fancied, that the 
Baron believed him to be every thing that 
his fondeſt hopes could with him. 


The time now drew near to a concluſion 
that was to feparate, and perhaps for ever, 
the faſcinated Sir Raimond from his belov- 
ed Editha ; one little week was all that re- 
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mained, ere he muſt bid adieu to the walls 
of Clarendon; and often did he venture to 
hint his wiſhes to be permitted co call 
Edith his previous to his departure, but 


he found not only the Baron, but herſelf, 
ſo averſe to any propoſal that evinced the 
ſlighteſt diſreſpect to the Baroneſs, that he 


was compelled to reſign the hope. 


The day previous to that fixed for their 
departure, the young men received from 


the fair hands of Maude and Editha the 


accoutrements they had promiſed ; the veſt 


of Raimond was of filver tiſſue, with a 


graſs- green jacket, curiouſly wrought with 


ſilver flower, an elegant ſcarf of light lilac 
was faſtened on the left ſhoulder by a knot 


of brilliants, and fell gracefully below the 


right arm; the fringe was filver, with large 
taſſels of the ſame, his buſkins were of 
the ſame colour and materials as the ſcarf. 


An 


— 


mkS Wl 


OF CLARENDON, 253 


An immenſe quantity of ſnow-white 
plumes played gracefully over his poliſhed. 
feel helmet, in which was placed a lilac 
and ſilver glove, the gift of Edith; but he 
that day received another ſcarcely leſs va- 
luable, for the Baron preſented him with a 
contract, in which Editha promiſed, with 
his conſent, to become the wife of Rai- 
mond on his return, if he ſhould then de- 
mand her. Raimond returned her the moſt 
unfeigned thanks; and, happy in this in- 
diſputable proof of attachment, he felt 
that no power on earth could deprive him 
of her. 


Walter Clarendon was preſent when the 
Baron gave the contract, and any other 
man would have felt affured that nothing 
| could now be done to break through ſo ſa- 
cred an engagement, but deſpair ſeldom 
reached the heart of Walter, and he, al- 
moſt in the ſame inſtant, determined to 

1 


— 
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make it the 8 —— of his deſigns 


againſt che N of its happy poſſeſſor. 


The gentlemen highly applauded. the 
the taſte that was diſplayed in Raimond's 
dreſs, nor was Edgar's inferior; his veſt 
and jacket was of a bright light yellow fat- 
tin, the jacket quilted, and ornamented 


with ſilver, with a royal purple and ſilver 


mantle ; his helmet was like his brother's, 
of plain ſteel, with plumes of white, and 


his ſhield, which was of his own fancy, 
diſplayed on the center a reſplendant ſtar, 


and the motto of, I will firff _ we her," 
ſet in n amethyſts. 


3 


> 210 Every one endeavoured to appear chear- 
; ful, but the attempt was vain; the young 
people had every one ſeparate, though, 


perhaps, fimilar reaſon, and the Baron 


grieved to loſe the company of two young 


men, the natural amiableneſs of whoſe diſ 
poſitions 
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oy: poſitions ! rendered them dearer to his heart 
than even their long cqaantance, 


e Walter had declared his intention of ac- | 
's companying the young Fitz-Alwins to the | 
t metropolis ; and as he had Jately received g 
I an invitation from Albert de Clare to be 
d preſent at his nuptials, that had been till b 
K now poſtponed, in compliment to Lady 4 
, Clarendon, he propoſed to avail himſelf of 


the double pleaſure of taking the lateſt 
leave poſſible of his young friends, and 
complimenting Albert. 


The morning dawned unwelcome that 
was to witneſs the departure, and they took 
their leave of Clarendon with a regret, 

which nothing could render endurable but 
the hope of returning to claim the reward 
of their valour. The Baron attended them 
to the Caſtle gates, and he went not alone, 
for Editha heſitated not to take a laſt look 
at Raimond ; ſhe had acknowlefged her 


e -partiality, 


* 
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partiality, and was above practiſing the af. 


fectation of indifference at ſuch an hour. 
Maude followed her example, and recelved 
the farewel ſalute of Raimond without he. 
ſitation; to Edgar ſhe extended her hand, 
but was haſtily about to withdraw it, az 
having done too much; ardently did he 
wiſh to avail himſelf of the opportunity of 


imprinting a farewel kiſs, but ſome hoy 


it ſo happened, that his courage failed him, 
and he followed his brother with reluctant 


ſteps, while his laſt looks _— « on the 
face of Maude. 


a Maude had flattered herſelf that he 


would before he left her ſolicit her for 
ſome token of regard, but he had departed 
without making the requeſt, and this evi- 
dent proof of indifference ſhe determined 
to requite, by ceaſing to regret his abſence, 


yet all the pride that ſhe could ſummons to 
her aid, and in truth, upon occaſion, that 


was no ſmall portion, was inſufficient to 
ſuſtain 


> ( = — 
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ſuſtain the reſolution, and the unbidden 
ſigh, would often agitate her boſom. 


The Baron ſoon relaxed into his former 


ſolitary habits, and the ladies paſſed the 
greateſt part of the day in their apartments, 
employed in working in tapeſtry the wars 
of Edward the Third, aſſiſted by their fe- 
male attendants. Editha ſometimes took 
her late neglected rambles to the neigh- 
bouring rocks, where ſhe beguiled the 
hours by ſinging melancholy ſongs to her 
harp; and Maude, whom nothing would 


formerly have detained there, even {o long 


as 
While one with moderate haſte might tell a EM 


| Was now her unſolicited companion; and 


while Editha ſang the dangers that await 
the adventurous youths, who ſeek in fields 
of death the wreaths of glory, her voice 
vould join the mournful tale, and her 
tears fall as faſt at the idea, but ſhe ſaid 


they 
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own reflections to notice the alteration in 


_ diſcovered that Edgar was become the ar. 


quented the Caſtle, it is no wonder that 
many ſhould feel, and confeſs the power 
of her attractions; but ſhe had, though 


they fell for Raimond, and Editha doubted 
not the aſſertion, for ſhe loved him herſelf 
too ſincerely, not to thank Maude for the 
intereſt ſhe took in his welfare ; but had 
ſhe not been too much abſorbed in her 


her companion, ſhe might long ſince hare 


bitrator of all her thoughts and actions; 
no longer was ſhe the giddy heedleſs gil, 
thoughtleſs and forgetful of every thing; 
the young cavaliers might paſs unnoticed 
under the terrace, nor would Maude tum 
her head to look at them, for ſhe no longer 
ſighed to leave the Caſtle of Clarendon, 
but, on the contrary, the walls that encircled 
its lofty towers, ſeemed alſo to become the 
boundary of all her hopes and wiſhes. 


Amongſt the numerous viſitors that fre- 


without 
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without any avowed attachment, conſtantly 
declined the acceptance of every offer, for 


her to follow her own inclination, yet he 


larity too far, in rejecting alliances, not 
only ſuitable in point of rank and fortune, 
but rendered more ſo by the perſonal me- 
rits of the poſſeſſors, yet he forbore to ex- 


in that reſpe& the Baron always permitted 


had began to think ſhe carried her fingu- 


„ poltulate, and reſted contented, in the 
>) hope that time might make her what he 
ed called more reaſonable. 
m 

er Upwards of a month had now elapſed 
p ſince Raimond bade adieu to Clarendon, 

5 


| the Baron, that he would not paſs it; they 
had heard the forces were on the point of 
embarking; and as it was unknown on 
what part of the French coaſt they were to 
make their attack, it was thought more 
than probable they might ſail round that 
part 


but it was with a promiſe, that if deſtiny 
ſhould bring him near the habitation of 


9. 9 wo 
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part of England; in conſequence of which 
the fair maids were indefatigable in their 


attendance on the ſea-fide, which was not 
more than a mile from the Caſtle, 


In one of theſe excurſions they perceiy- 
ed, at a diſtance, a numerous fleet, and one 


veſſel that had left the reſt was making fiſt 


to thore ; hope whiſpered that it might be 
the Fitz-Alwin's, and they waited, in hopes 


of its reaching the beach, till the moon, 
which roſe in majeftic ſplendor, was the 
only light they had to aſſiſt them in gain- 
ing ihe path that was to lead them home- 
wards, and even of this they were ſoon de- 
prived, for in a few moments, from a 
bright and lovely evening, it became on 
the ſudden rough and turbulent; the 
moon was veiled from their ſight by thick 
and impenetrable clouds, and every ap- 
pearance denoted the approach of a tre- 
mendous ſtorm. In” this fituation they 


knew not what courſe to purſue ; their way 
to 


» 
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to the Caſtle was ſhort; but it was thickly 


beſet with dangers, that they trembled to 


think of encountering ; the readieſt road 
was ſtraight before them, and long did 


they endeavour to encourage each other to 


deſcend, but neither had the ſpirit to take 
the lead, for 1t terminated, they well knew, 
in the ſkirts of an immenſe foreſt, totally 
uninhabited, except by robbers, who, as 
report ſaid, frequently aſſembled there in 
the duſk of the evening ; and the report, 


whether true or falſe, had long been ſuffi- 
ciently forcible to deter any other perſons 


from frequenting that fide of the rocks. 


A moment's reflection was enough to de- 
ter them from this dangerous enterprize, 
and they determined to ſeek the ſecret 
path by which they uſually aſcended ; but 


eren there, though the dangers were com- 
paratively ſmall, they were truly alarming; 
for though they had no fears of interrup- 
tion, they well knew that the leaſt incau- 
5 tious 
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tious ſtep muſt conſign them to inevitable 
fate. 


Terrified at their ſituation, they conti. 
nued to wander on the rocks till they were 
totally out of their knowledge; and ſtil 
continuing to advance, in hoges of finding 
ſome place where they might deſcend with 
ſafety, Editha ſuddenly beheld a violent 
flaſhing of light, which ſhe at firſt believed 
to be lightning; but, on 1ts continuance, 


their fears ſuggeſted to them, that they had | 


wandered near the ſecret abode of ſome 
robbers, who might have fixed on that ſe- 
cluded ſpot as a ſecure reſidence, as being 


rendered ſafe by the innumerable diffi- 


culties of acceſs by which it was ſur— 
rounded. 


CHAP. 


th 


IP. 
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CHAP. XVII. 


MPELLED as much by fear as curio- 
fity, Maude determined to ſtep cau- 
ouſly forward, and, if poſſible, diſcover 
what was the occaſion of ſo extraordinary 
an appearance in a place which they had 
aways believed to be totally uninhabited. 


With light and trembling ſtep ſhe walk- 
ed ſlowly to the place where the light had 
appeared ſtrongeſt, but it grew gradually- 
fainter, and left her almoſt without a guide; 


ſuddenly the ſound of many voices ſtruck 
© OS on 
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on her ear, and ſhe ſtopped, fearful gf 
having already ventured too far, when 
ſtrong gleam of light again flaſhed on (he 
rock, and diſcovered to her the unknown 
danger of her ſituation ; ſhe was on the 
very brink of the precipice, and had ſhe 
advanced one ſtep further muſt inevitably 
have been entombed in the ſea, that rv]. 
led roughly at its tremendous bale ; ſhe 
returned her thanks to Heaven for it 
protection, and felt aſſured of ſafety, bu 
their ſituation rendered it neceſſary for her 
to act as well as think, for her fair affright- 
ed ſriend was incapable of doing either; it 
inſtantly occurred to Maude, to obſerve, if 
poſſible, who was on the beach beneath the 
rock, and if they appeared to be any thing 
but robbers, endeavour to obtain their al 
fiſtance, for ſhe was now fully convinced 

the noiſe proceeded from thence, and it wi 
Probable that the veſſel, which had been the 
object that brought into her prefent dilem- 
ma, might have effected her landing in the 
ereck. Inſpired 
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Inſpired by the new-born hope that this 
idea had given birth to, ſhe fat down on 
the rock, and leaning over, beheld a little 
coaſting veſſel ſafely anchored below, while 
the greateſt part of the crew were diſem- 


barking by torch light, 


Struck by the pictureſque beauty of the 


ſcene, Maude heard not the plaintive voice 


of Editha, who, being unable to keep pace 
with her, had been left ſcated on another 
part of the rock, while Maude went upon 


diſcoveries; but Maude had forgot the 
terror ſhe muſt feel at being divided from 


her, and was ſo wrapt in meditation of how 
to gain any advantage from what ſhe ſaw, 
that her name had often been repeated ere 


ſhe attended to it. 


Fear of diſcovering their ſituation, till 
ſhe had conſulted Editha on the ſafety of 
the meaſure, determined her to ſeek her in 
filence, rather than anſwer; but it was with 
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difficulty ſhe found her, for Edith, di- 
ſtracted with her fears, had left her ſtation, 
and 1 er reflecting that, perhaps, ſhe 
either Id not hear, or did not dare to 
anſwer, ſhe entertained no other idea, but 
that Maude had fallen from the rock, and 
was for ever loſt, or had met with ſome 
one that had forced her away, for fear of 
her diſcovering their habitation. 


As ſoon as Editha was tolerably reco- 
vered, they ventured together to the place 
from whence Maude had beheld the ſhip, 
where they continued for ſome time in de- 
bating the beſt method to be adopicd. 
The wind, which was extremely rough, 
now and then wafted to their ears ſome in- 
diſtinct ſentences from the hoarle voices of 
the mariners, but much more frequently 
did it bear the found in an oppoſite di- 
rection. 7 


of 
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Of this obſervation, which had at firſt, 
for want of reflection, greatly diſtreſſed 
them, Editha reſolved to avail herſge and 
call to them, for let the danger, „which 
it might expoſe them be ever e gieat, it 
could not, in her opinion, be more alarm- 
ing than that which they already had to 
encounter. Oft did ſhe repeat the call, and 
watch with anxious eyes for its effect, but 
as often had they the pain to obſerve it was 
unheard. 


Unwilling to give up, they continued in 
the repetition, and had at laſt the ſatisfac- 
tion to perceive they had, not called in 
vain; they were abſwere more than once, 
but could not diſcove- the purport of the 


words. 


3 of the ſailors at laſt mounted with 
their torches on the maſts, and, by the 
light which they threw round, diſcovered, 
though unperiectly, that there were people 

\ os on 


268 THE ANCIENT HOUSE 


on the rocks who wanted aſſiſtance, and by 
their voices were females. 3 
Conſidtermicn being no part of their 
creed, they were no ſooner fatisficd on that 
point, than the word for a genera] ſearch 
was given, and in a few moments the la- 
dies beheld them rapidly deſcending the 
ſides of the ſhip, and ſearching round the 
rocks for ſome place to aſcend by. Two 
or three appeared to take the lead, and by 
the track they purſued, it was evident they 
were not ſtrangers to the place. 


It is impoſſible to deſcribe the ſenſations 
of Maude and her companion, when they 
were certain they were coming ; the hope 
of deliverance was great, but it is difficult 
to ſay, whether the fear of being betrayed 
did not more ftrongly operate on their 
hearts, which heat tumultuouſly when they 
perceived by the light, which gleamed 
through the numerous apertures, that the 
ſtrangers 


1 


.) 
4 
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ſtrangers had diſcavered the path, and whe- 


ther friends or foes, to meet them now was 
unavoidable. Editha fainted in the arms 
of Maude, who was herſeif in a fituation 


nearly ſimilar; ſhe had by nature ſpirits 
that did not often ſhrink at every trivial 


appearance of difficulty, but ſhe had exert- 
ed them to ſupport her companion beyond 
her ability, and with, pain did (hte ſupport 


the weight of the inſenſible Editha. 


Us leſs than the ſpace of five. minutes, he 


found herſelf ſurrounded by thoſe who had 
fo readily afforded her their aſſiſtance, but 


every attempt to thank them was rendered 
ineffectual, by the continual ſhouting; and 
huzzas, which, it ſeems, was meant as a 
fi ignal victory over their leſs ſucceſsful co. N= 


At length, Maude heard them tell one 
another that the ſtrangers were coming, 


but who the ſtrangers mi ght be, it little | 


N 3 concerned 
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concerned her to be informed, even if in. 
formation could have been obtained, but 
of that there was no poſſibility, and ſhe 
continued uſing her endeavours to reviye 
Editha, who on opening her eyes, and be. 
holding ſo many ſtrangers, had immedi. | 
_ diately relapſed. Ms 


As ſoon as the ſtranger, as the mariner: 
termed him, was informed that the ladies 
were found, in praiſe of whoſe beauty the 
jailors were expreſſing their honeſt admira- 
tion, he defired to be conducted to them, 
but words cannot expreſs his aſtoniſhment, 
when he beheld the features of Maude and 
Editha Clarendon ; he claſped the latter 
fondly to his boſom, and in a voice which 
Maude recollected to be that of Albert de 
Clare, breathed his fears that ſhe was dying. 


A little time however convinced him 
his fears were groundleſs; Editha recover- 
io, and he was happy and it was propoſed 
that 
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that they ſhould directly ſer out for the 
Caſtle ; to this Maude made not the ſlight- 
eſt objection, and willing'y accepting the 

arms of two of the honeſt men that fol- 
lowed Albert, ſhe began to deſcend the 
path- way, leaving Editha to his care, who 
ſhe well knew had too fincere a regard for 


it than any other perſon, 


As ſhe paſſed on, ſhe heard ſomething 


like a contention amongſt thoſe that were 


following, and on aſking the occaſion of it, 

ſhe found that her brother Walter, who left 
the ſhip with Albert, had, by l-fng his 

torch, loſt his way, by which means he had 
not till then joined the party, and that mo- 
ment was employed in contending with 

Albert for the honor of protecting Editha, 

as he aſſerted that it was equally gallant to 

which of the ladies Albert paid his atten- 
tions, but it would be truly abſurd for 

him to pay compliments to his ſiſter. Al- 
„ BO bert 


her ſafety, not to do more to contribute to 
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bert, though he was ever fearful of betray. 
ing the intereſt he felt for Editha, was fe. 
ſolute. in his determination not to reſign 
her, and telling Walter gravely, that as he 
always thought that he regarded both as 
his ſiſters, it muſt be immaterial to which 
of them he afforded protection; reminded 
him that Maude was alone with people 
who, though honeſt, were ſuch as ſhe was 
little uſed to. 


Reſentment burnt in the breaſt of Wal- 
ter; but reflecting that any further conten- 
tion would render him ſuſpected of enter. 
taining ſentiments that, if divulged, would 
put it for ever out of his power to obtain 
Editha: he yielded to neceſſity; and with 
apparent pleaſure, and inward diſcontent, 
went forward to offer his aſſiſtance to 
Maude; but his forced attention was re- 
ceived with coldneſs, and ſhe told him ſhe 
preferred the aid of her preſent guides to 
any — which compliment doubled their 
| aſſiduities 
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aſſiduities and Walter's diſcontent; and he 


4 had the mortification of entering the Calle, 
8 without having 

1 

: « Earnt a place i' the ſtory.” 

X The domeſtics of Clarendon, alarmed at 


the abſence of their ladies at ſo unuſual an 
hour, had at length informed the Baron, 
who had immediately ſent out diſſerent 
ways in hopes of finding them, 


* 


Not wiſhing that their frequent excur- 
ſions to the coaſt ſhould be obſcrved, they 
generally took a contrary road to that which 
was commonly fiequented, and at a ſmall 
diſtance from the Caſtle ſtruck into 8 ſe- 


that means avoided paſſing near the foreſt, 


the only place, therefore, where they might 


N 5 With 


cret path that led to the rocks, and alſo by 
which they muſt otherwiſe have done. To 


have been found none of the meflengers* * 


had directed their ſteps, and had returned | 
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with the unwelcome intelligence that they 
had been unſucceſsful. 


On entering the Caſtle they found the 
Baron pacing the hall with agitated ſteps, 
in all the agony of ſuſpence, and he wel. 
comed the return of his daughters with 
looks of pleaſure, to which his countenance 
had been many months a ſtranger ; but it 
ſoon gave place to ſolicitude on obſerving 
the pallid looks of Editha, who he earneſtly | 
requeſted to retire immediately, and en- 
deavour to recruit her exhauſted frame by 


repoſe. 


Maude attended her to her chamber, 
and after feeing that every thing proper 
was adminiftered to Editha, ſhe deſcended 
again to the hall, for the Baron, anxious to 
know what accident had occaſioned their 
alarming abſence, had ſent to know if ſhe 
was retired for the night; and on learning 


the was not, expreſſed a wiſh that ſhe 
=_ would 


would join him in the hall at ſupper, with 
Albert de Clare and Walter; and after the 
repaſt he begged to know to what cauſe he 
muſt attribute the unexpected pleaſure of 
his ſon and nephew's return ; which was, 
that the intended marriage was broke off, 
and Albert happy in being at liberty to 
purſue his inclinations. 


When he, in compliance with his fa- 
ther's wiſhes, and in conformity with 


his own opinion, paid his addrefles to 


; Lady Blanch Marly, ſhe had given him 
every reaſon to imagine that the propoſal 
met with her approbation ; yet it is cer- 
tain that nothing was ever farther from 
her intention than to accept it : but it was 
a propoſal ſo little expected, that the was 
totally at a loſs how to act, and ſhe there- 
fore determined to appear perfectly pleaſed 
with the compliment, but to delay the 
marriage as long as poſſible, in hopes of 
rendering herſelf diſagreeable to Albert. 
N 6 | and 
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and of inducing him to retract; in which 


caſe ſhe had little doubt but Sir Arthur 
would, to revenge himſelf on his ſon, ſur. 


render the whole of her ſortune into her 


own poſſeſſion. 


Her conduct plainly proved that ſhe 


was but little acquainted with the hearts of 


either; for Sir Arthur would never have | 


promoted the alliance but from a firm be. 
lief of her attachment to his ſon, which ſhe 
had contributed all in her power to deceive 
him into: and as to being more diſagree- 


able to Albert de Clare than ſhe was at pre- 


ſent, that was an impoſſibility, for ſhe had 
ever met with his moſt cordial diſapproba- 


tion; but to oblige his father, and if poſ- 
ble baniſh from his memory the loved idea 


of Editha, was the firſt object of his wiſhes, 


and if he muſt marry, it was indifferent to 


whom. 


Had 


ur 


cr 
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Had Lady Blanch been bleſſed wih 


more diſcrimination and leſs artifice, ſhe 


would have perceived that as her fortune 


| was the grand object of her wiſhes, there 


was not any method ſo likely to obtain the 
poſſeſſion of it as by a candid avowal of the 
true ſtate of her heart to Sir Arthur, who 


would without heſitation have put her into 
its immediate poſſeſſion ; for as ſhe had 


ever regarded Lord Marly's will as a ſevere 
one, he would have thought no method ſo 
proper to diſcharge the important truſt re- 
poſed in him, as by rendering happy the 
daughter he had conſigned to his care; but 


ignorant of the confuſion he was creating, 
Sir Arthur was extremely anxious to be- 


hold the marriage take place before his 


ſon had time to change his reſolution, a 


circumſtance which he had diſcernment 


ſufficient to perceive was by no means un- 


þ 


likely to be the caſe. 
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Every thing bore ſo great an appearance 
of reality, that Lady Blanch began to find 
the Duke of Somerſet was not ſo eaſily to 
be managed as ſhe had ſuppoſed. Albert 
was now almoſt totally with her, and the 
Duke heficated not to expreſs his aſtoniſh. 
ment, not wholly unmixed with cenſure, at 
her conduct in permitting his ſo frequent 
attendance; but receiving from her nothing 
but evaſive anſwers, and perhaps infected 
with jealouſy, he determined on demand- 
ing an explanation from Albert. The 
Duke's heart was truly generous and free 
from intereſted every motive : he admired 
the beauty, and, as he perſuaded himſelf, 
the merits of Lady Blanch, the poſſeſſion of 
her hand was the height of his ambition, 
and blefſed in the enjoyment of his own 
affluent fortune, he beſtowed not a mo- 
ment's concern on hers; and though, in 
compliance with her pleaſure, he had con- 
ſented for a time to conceal his attachment, 
his pride revolted at the conduct. 


When 


LAS. — — TE 


it. 


or cLARENDPo Ww. 2279 


When Albert had profeſſed his ſenti- 
ments, the Duke had ſtrenuouſly oppoſed her 


determination of receiving his addreſſes till 
an opportunity offered for breaking with 


him; but his oppoſitigp had then aroſe 


merely from the pain he felt at the thought 


of inflicting it on others: and to ſo ardent 
a lover as the Duke of Somerſet it appeared 


an abſolute impoſſibility for any one to be 


often in company with the Lady Blanch 
without becoming the ſlave of her nume- 
rous perfections: he had now, however, a 
reaſon ſtill nearer to his heart than the mere 


love of benevolence ; the inexplicable con- 
duct of Lady Blanch, led him to ſuſpect 


that Albert was in reality the object of her 


affections, and an occurrence that ſoon after 
happened at the banquet given bythe heir of 


Northumberland on his marriage, put the 


Duke fo far beyond his patience, that he at 
once forgot the promiſe of filence he had 
given, and the conſequence of breaking 


Albert 
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Albert cond ated Lady Blanch to the 
banquer, where they were in a very fey 
minutes joined by the Duke, who had ſta- 
tioned himſelf in a convenient part of the 
hall on purpoſe to obſerve their entrance; 
he was inſtantly by the fide of Lady Blanch, 
and warmly ſolicited the favor of her hand 
in the dance. 


The Lady heſitated. Albert had pre- 
vious to their entering made the ſame re- 
queſt, and been honoured with her con- 
currence, for ſhe knew not that the Duke 
was to be of the party. 


The Duke repeated bis . and Lady 
Blanch knew that-her refuſal would molt 
likely, after the expoſtulation of the morn- 


ing, loſe him for ever; and that to refule 


Albert might have the effect ſhe wiſhed, of 
| inducing him to decline concluding the 
marriage. The idea once formed was al. 
moſt as good as executed, and Lady Blanch 
on 


* 
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on the point of quitting the protection of 
Albert : but it was neceſſary, for the good 
ſucceſs of the plan, that ſhe ſhould appear 
blameleſs, and he abſurd, at leaſt in the 
good opinion of Sir Arthur; but at the 


moment ſhe turned her head to tell Albert 


ſue had accepted the Duke for her partner, 
her eyes met thoſe of Sir Arthur. Do 
you not dance to-night, fair Lady?“ ſaid 


he.—“ Certainly, Sir; but I have not yet 
been required to enter the dancing-room.” 


4] believe we ſhall not be too ſoon, 


Lady Blanch,” faid Albert; if you will 
favor me with your hand '“ 


The Duke of Somerſet looked half anxzie- 


ty and half diſpleaſure, as he took the other 
hand of Lady Blanch : but Lady Blanch 
had little idea of ſuffering controul from 
any one; and willing to let the Duke ſee 
what he had to truſt to, and alſo to deceive 
Sir Arthur, with an air of the greateſt plea- 


ſure. 
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ſure and familiarity he gave her hand to 
Albeit. 


The Duke inſtantly quitted the a(lemhly 
in ſilence ; and Albert, who had obſerved 
his actions, enquired if ſhe had diſappoint. 
ed him of a partner. “ Certainly not,” 
ſaid ſhe; ©* | was engaged before, and con- 


ſequently there can be no offence : but x 
come, we are wanted, let us not be too late, ; 
becauſe the Duke of Somerſet is diſcon- r 
tented.“ 
Albert was ſatisfied, and joined in the 

amuſements of the evening, that is, he WF 
ſeemed to do ſo; but pleaſure and Albert MW | 
never met beyond the walls of Clarendon. a 
With regard tothe tranſaction of the night, WI , 
he had heard nothing but from Lady þ 
Blanch, as he had been during her con- h 
ference with the Duke in converſation with WM |, 
m 


Sir Arthur; * and though he underſtood the 
Duke 
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Duke had aſked her hand , he ſaw nothing 


in that to diſturb him. 


He was ſenſible that Lady Blanch, tho” 
never calculated to inſpire him with love, 
was poſſeſſed of attractions that ſeldom fail 
edto render her an object of almoſt univerſal 
admiration; and conſequently it was no 
wonder that the Duke of Somerſet, who 
might probably be ignorant of her engage- 


ment, ſhould be amongſt the number of 


her admirers. 


The Duke, however, was not of ſo placid 


a diſpoſition, or more properly ſpeaking, 


he was not ſo indifferent about the lady, 
and he retired only to meditate on the re- 
venge he panted for; and no ſooner did 


Aibert reach his apartment, than he found 


he had a much more ſerious buſineſs on his 
band than he expected, for his ſervant im- 
mediately delivered him a challenge ſent by 
the Duke of Somerſet : he had fixed the 
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next morning for their meeting, and de- 


dlared he would never again behold Ldy 


Blanch till he had proved himſelf capable af 
defending her honor and his own. 


To Albert his meſſage was unintelligible, 

except the meeting in the morning, and on 
that point he was determined not to fail; 
yet as it alſo intimated that the Duke had 


been long a favoured lover, a circumſtance 


that Albert had never ſuſpected, it was his 
intention to requeſt ſome explanation on 


that ſubject; and if after that the Duke 
continued to hold his preſent determim- 
tion, he would not decline his ſword. 


Had it been in any other cauſe Albert 


had perhaps been leſs cool, but he well 


knew Lady Blanch to be deeply verſed in at- 
itfice; and if on this occaſion ſhe had 
. deception, he hoped to detet 

He knew alſo that Sir Arthur thought 
1 differently of her from himſelf, and he 


wiſhed 


not 


fuc 


gat 
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wiſhed him to be unequivocally convinced 
of his error; but ſtill more did he feel that 
bis heart was, ſpite of his endeavours to 


forget her, ſtill anxioufly attached to Editha; 


and though convinced he could never now 
be benefited by his freedom, yet to live un- 


mar itd and devoted to her ſervice was a 


bleſſing before which every other conſi- 
deration vaniſhed into air. 


— 


Sir Arthur had been ſome hours retired, 


and to keep from his knowledge the bufi- 


nels of the enſuing moraing was the wiſh 
of his ſon; yet how could he refol.e to 


quit his father's houſe, perhaps for ever, 


without one farewel ; yet this he muſt do, 
or ſubject him and Lady de Clare to hou: $ 
of anxious . 


While he ſat wrapped in reflections of 
not the moſt entertaining nature, he was 
ſuddenly arouſed by loud knocking at the 


gate, and he preſently diſtinguiſhed that it 


Was 
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| Poſe the poor girl has ler ſomebody elſe fi- 


was Walter and his attendants returuing 
from the banquet, and whom he ſoon heard 
alcending the ſtaircaſe. The door of A]. 
bert's apartments was open, and in walked 
Walter, full of, ſpirits, and not one ſerious 


thought in his whole compoſition. ** Now, 


by my ſoul, de Clare, I never knew any 
good come of the midnight meditations of 


you ſerious gentlemen; better you had ſtaid 


with us, I tell you, ha !—No, gad, I don't 
know but you are as well employed as 'tis, 
Pry'thee, if one may make a little reaſon- 
able enquiry without danger of giving of- 
fence, from what kind fair one caine this 


precious little morſel ?” ſeizing the note 
that Albert had left open on the table. © It 


came from no kind fair one, my good cou- 
ſin, though I confeſs it concerns one who 
is, I ſhrewdly ſuſped, not worth the 
trouble.” - 


&« Poh! you blockhead ; what, I fup- 


[ute 


aft 


In; 


dit 
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lute her lap dog, ch! Why now what an 
un eaſonable, unfceling creature you muſt 
be ; they muſt amuſc themſelves, I tell you, 
they muſt ; come, come, forgive her, man, 
us WF forgive her, man, and let's have a bottle to 
, Coal your reconciliation !” and throwing 
ny aſide his cloak, he took poſſeſſion of Al- 


ok bert's ſopha, perfectly ſatisfied without go- 


ud ing any further. 


US, „tell you, I'll bring it about; never 
n. diſturb yourſelf. But who is ſhe, Albert?“ 


his „That is more, perhaps, than I ſhall 
de truſt to your diſcretion, Walter.“ 
| It | 


u- « Nay, but you may with ſafety ; truſt 
"0 we, Lady Blanch ſhall never get the ſecret 
he from me. Come, come, I ſay, who is ſhe pe 


Albert, ſerious as he was, could not for- 


b. bear {miling at Walter's miſtaken idea of 
. his jealouſy ; but he, impatient of delay, 
ute | | and 


| —ͤ—ũ— — ͥ ũ —— — 
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and longing to be made acquainteq wii, 
the ſtory, had very deliberately amuſcd 
himſelf in reading the precious little billet, 
as he called it, I 


Well, Sir, what think you of the lady 
now,” ſaid Albert,—* Think! why ſhe's: 1; 
Jilt; but never mind it, you may get af. 
giment ſuch as her in the court any day,” WM b. 


« Aye, by our lady, or the country citbe 1 
— but the challenge; 1 have no ſecond.” Ml 
— Take me with you then?” and he T 
placed his hat and feather 2 /a militaire WM ox 
«« But apropos, have you made your will” WM ac 


No, I do not intend to make any: he 
my heart has long ſince been diſpoſed of ; ¶ fu 
and as to my poſſeſſions, they are triſſes Ec 
care not what becomes of. Ah! would a 
heaven wy affection had been well te. me 
ceived.” “ Wu 
cc Wiy po 


you better; but, hang it, never mind her, 
let the Duke take her, and wiſh him joy.“ 


510 it is not the loſs of Lady Blanch that could 
re. give me one moment's uneaſineſs : you are 
but a mad confidant ; but ſuffer: me to en- 


treat the performance of a favor with which 


ber 1 candidly own I would not entruſt you 
d. wich the knowledge but from neceſſity, 
be To-morrow may perhaps deprive me of 


FF oxiltence, for that I care. not, on my own + 


account, for it has long ſince loſt charms-; 


but Editha--,” Walter ſtarted at hearing 
iber name from Albert, whom he had never 


lulpe&ted of being his rival. What of 
Editha?“ demanded he. Let her not want» 
a protector when 1 ſhall be no more; com- 
mend me too to the good Baron, and ſhould 
it be my lot to fall, comfort as much as 
poſſible my parents. I do not, if I can 
You i O poſſibly - 


by 
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« Why, aye, I wiſh myſelf ſhe had uſed 


« Oh! you miſtake me greatly, Walter, 


4 =— r mw Vs - Wy 


* 
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poſlibly avoid it, intend to ſee either of 
them before I leave the houſe ; be it your 
taſk to clear my conduct from all ſuſpicion 
of unkindneſs. I know my mother would 
leave no means unattempted to diſſuade me 
from this meeting: my heart revolts at re- 
fuſing her any thing; but I need not ſay it 
would be impoſſible to oblige her, neither 
have I courage ſufhcient to ſay adieu. 
_ Promiſe me, Walter, to perform thele ſer— 
vices, and you will much oblige me.“ 


9 Aſſure yourſelf I wall remember 
them.” $24 155 

* | * | 
I thank you, and now,let me intreat 
you to leave _ To-morrow at four 1 will 
_—_ you.“ 


* You may depend on my attendance; 
good night,” 


Walter 


OF CLARENDON. © 291 


Walter Was no longer gay and lively ; 
he had arrived at the knowledge of a 
ſecret that threatened freſh oppoſition to 
his wiſhes, and the thought rendered his 
behaviour very different from what it 
uſually was, and not wiſhing that to be ob- 
ſerved, he wiſely took the opportunity of 
retiring as ſoon as poſſible ; while Albert, 
who as it was late determined not to ſeek 
repole that night, paſled the few interven- 
ing hours in writing to his father. 


of” 


our 
ION 


ld 


— 4% ſp 


cr 


it 


I 


